






Qn the street they call him dipper 


HE WASN’T 
ALWAYS DIPPER 
HE USED TO BE 
SOMEONE ELSE, 


THIS 

AIN'T 

RIGHT 


MARTY. 
THAT 
WAS IT. 
MARTY 
SLADEK 


HE STILL DREAMS ABOUT 
IT - THE HOT WIND LIKE 
A PUNCH IN THE GUT AND 
THE FLYING CHUNKS OF 
WET MEAT THAT USED TO 
BE MEN. i 1 ^ in 


WHAT'S A GUY TO DO? 


PRIVATE MARTY SLADEK 
KHESANH. '€9. 


BUT NOW IT’S 

HAPPENING 

AGAIN. 


’YOU COTTA 
WATCH OUT FOR 
TOUR BUDDIES. ' 
THAT WAS THE 


WHAT’S A GUY 70 DO 
WHEN HE'S SEEN HIS 
BEST BUDDIES TURNED 
INTO EXHIBITS FROM A 
MUSEUM OF HORRORS ? 


RULE IN 'NAM 


HEV FEU THAT 
SAME DEVIL'S WIND 
AGAIN WHEN THE 
SHINING GUY TOOK 
OUT THE SPAWN, 
JUST MOMENTS AGO. 


THEY ROTATED MARTY 
BACK TO THE WORLD 
BUT IT DIDN’T MAKE 
SENSE ANYMORE. HE 
JUST KEPT DRINKING 
AND DRINKING UNTIL 
HE FORGOT WHY HE 
EVER STARTED. 


ONLY 
ONE 
TIME, HE 
DIDN’T... 


THE SPAWN GUY 
TURNED UP OUT 
OF NOWHERE WITH 
SOME SUPER- CRAZY 
ON HIS TAIL. HE 
WAS BEATEN, 
WIPED-OUT, AND 
NOBODYSEEMED 
ABLE TO DO ANY- 
THING TO HELP. 


IT AIN'T Y 

RIGHT WE SHOULD U 
JUST STAND 

HERE. IT JUST 

^ — — AIN'T 

\ RIGHT. 


‘YOU COTTA WATCH 
OUT FOR YOUR 
BUDDIES. ' THAT 
WAS THE RULE. 


BUT THAT 
WAS A LONG 
TIME AGO. 







m/ft 


AND TH/S 

IS NOW. 


SEE, 

HELL SPAWN? 


y#?' 
r v .ill 







PROMISE 
TO MAKE !T 

HURT, j 


r you ^ 

GOTTA 
WATCH OUT 
FOR YOUR 
^ BUDDIES, , 


WHO...? 









I'LL BURN 

vour eves 

OUT/ I'LL" 


I DON'T 
THINK 50 
PAL. 


THIS IS ^ 
OUR TURF AND 
WE STICK 
TOGETHER, a 


< YOU GOT S 
A BEEF WITH 
THE SPAWN 
YOU GOT A 
BEEF WITH ALL 
V OF US. A 


\ j — jr rmmu i J i 








. JWl -*■ A 




^ YOU ^ 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 
^ FACING ■■■ > 


I'LL TEAR 
YOU ALL 
APART... 


THAT'*? 

enough 

. 0UV. 


^ THESE ^ 

people Are 

JNPERMy 

PROTECTION. 





\\1 


* 

1 1 


1 ^ *A 



■ ‘ p 1 ] 




(SOT 

THAT? 









MY COSTUME HOWLS 
A? HE TAGS ME WITH 
ANOTHER BLAST. NX 


/ 


/ 

/ 

JF 



V y 

_ ii 

B*' 1 


7f 


^\vjj 


J-' fl 

-Cj 
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1 GAN'T AfFOPO TO 
LET HIM GAIN THE 
ADVANTAGE AGAIN . 


I'LL 

show 

YOU 

PAIN. 


THIS 
(S WHAT 
I FEEL. 


YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 
HURT ME — 
HEAVEN S 
SOLDIER? 


•V- 











PEELS LIKE Lfv'E WIPES 
BURNING LIGHTS IN MV 
HEAP... JESUS; POfJ'Tj 
LET ME PASS OUT... ft 


IT LOOKS LIKE HE’S EKPENPEP 
TOO MUCH ENERGV MAYBE HIS 
POWERS ARE Si Ml LAP To MINE. 


I'LL KILL YOU 


HO TIME TO THlNK 
ABOUT THAT NOW 
I HAVE TO FINISH 
THIS- 


YEAH? 


C; / NTT 


' L/ , AV 




JrA 

■HKY j 






WSUTOME 
TO THE 
P£AL WORLP, 
BASTARD' 


HAVE 
A Ht^E 
DAV. 






r I'LL 
KILL YOU. 
I'LL KILL 
_ YOU... 


r TELL 

Me 

A0OUT 
L IT. 








DID I 
DO THE 
RIGHT 
THING? 


t JEEZ! 
WHAT' 5 
HE DOIN 
NOW 5 


1 UPE, 

DIPPER 


r YOU 
PIP THE 
R16HT THING 
BUDDY- 


I THINK 
I GOT 
. Hlfvl - 


r I HIT HIM. 
SCARED THE 
CRAP OUTTA 
ME BUT I 
^ HIT HIM. . 


r YOU ^ 

GOTTA 
WATCH OUT 
FOR YOUR 
BUDDIES, 
k RIGHT ^ . 


DISAPPEARED. 
LOOK AT THAT 


WELL/ 

I'LL BE 

DAMNED 


fg WOULDN'T \\ 


LI. recommend 3) 

T 






/ HIGH ABOVE 
'/ THE EARTH 
f ORBITS THE 
F ANGEL STATION, 
SOURCE OF THE 
ANTI- SPAWN'S 
HEAVENLY POWER,. 


CONTROL 
MAH see THIS 
AS A FAILURE 
ON OUR PART. 


/ \ 1M 
' IT WAS A FIRST SSS. BURNING INSIDE 
TEST RUN, NOTHING \\ \. KILL Me... 

MORE. THE HELLSPAWN l >Cv 

IS STRONGER AND 1 

MORE RESOURCEFUL WE MUST S\ 
k W/tIV HT/MP INCREASE OUR \\ 

IW THOUGHT. SOLDIERS POWER \\ 

- ifMflfS -WO PREPARE 

V V HIM MORE THOROUGHLY J 
% FOR FUTURE / 

, NV ENCOUNTERS. / 


MORE 

ELEMENTAL 

t me/ 


NO MORE! 





I DON'T ^ 
r KNOW WHAT ^ 
THE HELL THAT 
WAS ALL A POUT 
L eut I HOPE rr-5 
V 0V6P... J 


V YOU THINK^^ 
^ HEAVEN GOES TO 

ALL THE TROUBLE OF 
EMPOWERING AN Amt 
SPAWN JUST TO HAVE 
IT BEATEN IN ONE 

V LITTLE SCUFFLE? ^ 


r WELL, I ^ 
HEARD YOU 
COULD BE 
PRETTY DUMB 
BUT GIMME 

a break; 

„ OVER? y 


YOU SEE, HEAVEN^ 
AND HELL AIN'T THE 
ONLY PLAYERS IN 
h. THIS GAME. ^ 


^ AN ^ 

ANTI- 

SPAWN? 


f THERE ARE \\ 
OTHER POWERS \ 
AND AGENCIES, ’ 

owing allegiance 

TO NEITHER SIDE, AND 
THERE ARE METHODS 
WHEREBY YOU CAN 
UNDO THE BARGAIN j 
YOU MADE AND A 
t RETAIN YOUR M 
\ POWERS, y 


^ LOOK, ^ 

WHO ARE YOU? 

pipN'T j see you 

^ fASUEP? 


tr SURE DID .^WI 
YOU EVEN 
SAVED MY LIFE, \ / 
ALTHOUGH, TO / 
TELL THE TRUTH, Mi 
IT DIDN'T NEED // 

is3aving. 

/Y^VE'VE BEEN^ 
// WATCHING 
// YOU, SIMMONS 
Wm 1 BELIEVE YOU 
> 5/1 MET ONE OF US 


MAN NAMED 
JCAGUOSTRO 


OEMGTR IV 1C r IVU 

CAN BEAT THE DEVIL 


r WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TELLING 
L ME? y 


rtsuf 







BUT... 
BUT ITS 

BLANK., 


ONLY 

FOR 

NOW. 


r WHEN Y 
THE TIME 
COMES. 
WE'LL BE IN 
. TOUCH, a 


MORE T 
QUESTIONS. 


FOR ’ 
ANOTHER 
DAY. i 










HERE l|4 THE NEVADA DESERT, THERE '5 
A DOORWAY TO HELL. IT LOOKS LIKE A 
TOWN PUT IT'S MADE OUT OF SOMETHING 
CALLED PSYCHOPlASM" A SUBSTANCE ’ 
WHICH CHANGES SHAPE iN RESPONSE TO 
THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS. 


THEY TOOK MY MEMORIES ANP 
USED THEM TO GIVE FORM TO k 
THIS TERRIBLE PLACE. ■— * 


THEY TOOK EVERYTHING I 
WAS ANP PERVERTED IT. 


NOW I'M TAKIN' IT SACK 








STOP 

RIGHT 

THERE. 


WHO 

ARE 

YOU? 


^^OWOOYOU ^ 
r KNOW ABOUT THAT? 
THAT WAS A COVERT 
OPERATION. WHO 
t THE HELL ARE 
^ YOU, MISTER^^ 

ANSWER Cf 

ME / C 
THAT'S AN .-Jg 
ORDER/ A 


f maybe j i 

001 9 CK OF 
WINS ORPEfW 

from people 

. LIKE YOU, 
V VALE ■ < 


MOW ^ 
I'M GlVWG 
YOU AH 
hTJRPeR -A 


TURN AROUND' 
SHOW YOURSELF, 
GODDAMN1T l 


WELL, WELL. 

YOU WON’T REMEM- 
BER ME BUT I 
REMEMBER You, 
MAJOR VALE. YOU ANP 
JA50H WYNN WERE 
OUT FROM THE 
5AME AC>tH. WEREN'T, 
YOU? 


REMEMBER ECUAPOR? 5iX 
000V MEN PlEP. A WHOLE 
VILLAGE Of INNOCENT PEOPLE 
WA*> WlFEP OUT ANP YOU ANP 
JASON COVER EP THE 
WHOLE THWG OP, 


i 'EJt if 


4 r 


- .a* 







X WISH I 
COUIV SAY 
tt MAKES 
Mg peel. . 
BETTER . n 


l WATCH I T ALL T 
COME TOWN- I < 

Watch it all burn; 

THE HOUSE I <5BEW 
UP (Nr THE BAR \ 
CRANK IN. THE PARK 

ANPTHf SCMoOLANO 
UNCLE MARTIN'S STORE 


TIME TO 
FINISH 
THE JOB. 


MV LIFE 

Coes up 

IN FLAMES 


_ Wfi 

1 

V 

I 


ul ; 












ONE MEMORY OF A PERFECT 
DAY REMAIN? A? I STAND rt 
IN THE BLAZING RUIN?, m 


1 ^ 


THE MEMORY OF A ^ 
SUNLIT ?PRfNG PAY ON 
THE LAKE. THE PAY 1 , 
ASKED WANDA TO J 
MARRY ME. 


' -T 



J U?£ MY MIND TO 
COLLAPSE THE ENTIRE 
SCENE, SHAPING THE 
PSYCHOPLASM INTOA 
MORE MANAGEABLE 
FORM. - — — ^ 



L TAKE THAT LAST MEMORY 
AND REDUCE IT DOWN TO A 

Single spark . 


THAT WAS 1HE 
BEST PAY, BEST 
THING I EVER 
PIP, IT'S WORTH 
KEEPING BUT I’P 
ONLY BREAK IT 
OP LOSE IT- 






WEENS, 
EW YORK 


LOOK 
AT THAT 
RAtN! 


I DON'T A/ 
KNOW. JUST u— 
THINKING,. , 

Ip^ we're\ 

W SO LUCKY, 
f AREN'T WE, 

! TERRY? WE’VE 
L GOT EVERYTHING 
L WE EVER 
|W WANTED. V 


YEAH, 
IT'S A 
HELL OP A 
NIGHT. 
WANDA. 


" ARE YOU " 
OKAY? YOU 
SEEM KIND OF 
RESTLESS 
OR SOME- 
Y. THING, y 


r i just 

FEEL SORRY 
FOR ANY 
POOR THING 
THAT HAS TO 
BEOW7" 

L THERE, j 


WANDA 


t $Mev 
IT FOR 
YOU. 






Y i just... ns 

SOMETHING 
JUST CAME INTO 
MY HEAD. 

1 SEEMED TO 
REMEMBER 
SOMETHING,.. 
AND THEN IT j 
k WAS GONE..^ 


CLOSE 
THE DRAPES 
, HONEY. 


COME 

TO 

BED. 


THE WINDOW 60 & DARK 




THE 


IVORLP 




sots 




Burrmrs okay: 

rM u sw TO it* /vi 






















DIGITAL 

EDITION 










A BUNKER UNDER 
NAGASAKI, JAPAN. 

AUGUST 9, t94S. 


NOVEMBER 


THE WAR IS NEARLY LOST. 
WITH ALL OTHER OPTIONS 


TACTIC YET UNTRIED 


MEN OF LNEL UENCE FROM 
RELIGION, BUSINESS AND 
THE MILITARY FOCUS THEIR 
ENERGIES TO GAIN AID 
FROM THE ARMY OF A 
DIFFERENT EMPEROR... 


!'lf -Tie 
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■;• rr-i 

! ir.rii"- 
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I hr ri 
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1 IlH 3 2- 

■ t Li:p 


IJ.- -i- 
t&lllfr 


ONE OF 
DARKNESS 


V-rli 'I 

Ti’K| • :*. 


d" '.I f 


1 v l: . i iTflT • | rcn 
I ll 1 I V I lli> Ti 'lLiP- 
:• * i nr Vi « >t "I »,• i|r 


EL SEWHEN /WHERE. 


QUICK/ I 1 
THINK SOME* 
THING'S ABOUT 
TO COME 
THROUGH/ J 


I'll s?l|k I 

KhiTi?. . 

-ii*-nui 3 
•r.i> wh 
in 1 he 
■ritl IT I 
- T‘T(I-- rn 
I uni 


IlllnlW, 
i=i:i.-iu 1 

l. I.jlN, .1 

m, Ei 1 y 

A I -■-]! 

■ I* 

i,nn 

•'•Millie 
1, ||-:1 I'Ll 

■TI -1 II 


Y YOU'LL 
BE GLAD I 
FOUND THIS 
WINDOW, 
l%*2! 


;iiii r, d 

! 

P* ‘ 

"tn. 

Hi-.. 
Mi'ini! - 1 
meiii-ii* 
1 1 m:l H 
3 *e'Li.A. 
reijan-v 
a urU 
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"A PITY THERE WASN'T THE TIME TO > 
SET UP ANY CONTROLS, OR SUFFICIENT 
MEASUREMENT SCHEMES . WE ARE J 
FOR TUNA TE THA T YOU DISCOVERED { 
THt$ EVENT WINDOW AT ALL. y- * 


"NOW, THE BOMS. J AM GLAD THESE 
EARTH IANS FOUND A SECOND ONE _ 
NECESSARY ■— , -T 


1 ' THIS A TQMfC EVENT MAY TEL L 
US SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
EE TEC TS OF MUNDANE HIGH - 
ENERGY PARTICLE BOMBARD- 
MENT ON INFERNAL MATTER. 
H HAS ALREADY BEEN 
DETERMINED THAT NEITHER 
BLAST FORCE NOR HEAT CAN 
FAZE A HELL -CREATURE. " *. 


-c PERHAPS WE ^ 
/ HAVE UNDERESTIMATED 
r THE POTENCY OF THIS 
BL AST AND ITS FEEDBACK 
TO OUR MONITORS. WHO 
COOL D HAVE ANVCIPA TED 
THAT THIS ENERGY 
REL EASE WOULD BE OF J 
l ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO 4 
V US, ON OUR PLANAR 7 
y LEVEL ? ^ 


r I WAS 
RIGHT I WE'RE 
NO LONGER 
REGISTERING 
THE INFERNAL 
. MATTER / - 


r BUT A 
WHERE 
DfD THE 
HELL- 
CREATURE 
l GO? J 


> THIS MERITS 

further 

INVESTIGATION, 
BUT IT IS OF NO 
REAL URGENCY 
% A B< SEE TO IT, 








1 

1 

■% 1 ■* . 














SOMEWHERE IN 
THE SOVIET UNION, 
SEVERAL YEARS J 
AGO,.. S/K* 


INHALE 


HOLD IT, 


STEADY. 


"CLOSER , 
THERE'S 
YOUSEF 
VOLOKHOV. 


JUST 

SQUEEZE 


BUT 
INSTEAD ; 


... THERE'S NO TIME TO 
MAKE THE SHOT. 


MOVE !T, 
SIMMONS 




Y] 


















MOVE 

IT/ 


move 


MOVE* 


'MOVE! 


MOVE! 


1 MOVE ! 



” INSIDE/ 

IW 

NOW!" \ 



m b 




THE BOWERY, NEW YORK CITY. 
5:10 A.M. 










OH'U ... 


that ^ 

WASN'T 
THERE WHEH 
I V^GNT TO 
L. $L" j 











BUT IT WAS 
JUST A PILE op 
A 3 BUMS 
PON'T CfiE££ IN 
THOSE 
COLORS ? 


eop 


WE MEED 
TO TALK, 
HELL'S -PAWN 


r 1 CM* T 
LET HIM 
6ET A WAT/ 

Hg 0t£W 

. Me t^r 


r DON'T WORRY ^ 
ABOUT IT, X 1 
SNARED HIS WALLET, 
AND WE CAN HND HIM 
1ATEFL FOR NOW, WE 
HAVE MORE PRESSING 
MATTERS TO j 
k DISCUSS, 


<saKg 

S90t 

mggm 

lfew| 






GRAB RANDOM PIECES 
FROM ALL OVER THE EARTH 
AND THROW THEM TOGETHER 
ON A SMALL ISLAND, THIS 
GIVES YOU MANHATTAN, 
AND MAKES IT THE CREATES T 
CITY IN THE WORLD. 


TPHAtfs; |' 


MUiVj'a 

fid- 


tew*! I 


l?q-ur 




i 


U-i 



l-~ ~ 



THE BOWERY SLAPS AGAINST GREENWICH V/L L AGE 
WHICH BORDERS CHINATOWN AND LITTLE ITALY. HALF 
AN HOUR'S DRIVE UPTOWN ONE FINDS LITTLE 
UKRAINE, SANDWICHED BETWEEN CENTRAL PARK 
WEST AND MARL EM. SOME OF THE SHOPS THERE 
HAVE BIL tNGUAL SIGNS BECAUSE SOME OF THE 
LOCAL S HAVE A BETTER GRASP OF CYRILLIC. 

Sqr 


m 


J I 


!!*=!> 










r 




i t 1 1 ... j .' 1 


IT'S A PERFECT 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
NEEDLESS TO 
SAY, THERE'S NO 
SHORTAGE OF 
GOSS/P. 



r < HERE X < TWENTY- TWO <NO RESPEC T 

COMES \ YEARS OLD. BIG FOR ANYONE, 

THAT ’ SHOT HAS HIS ‘^JTHAT K1D,> 

LAZY KID , OWN APARTMENT \<WHEN I 
AGAIN *} J DOWNTOWN, BUT / WAS HIS AGE, \ W \ \\ 
STILL HE BRINGS 1 STAYED \ U -■» ^ 
XXXTA HIS DIRTY SOCKS /AROUND AND I) ffl PI/Kl 
■A-a'IA HOME TO / SUPPORTED \il rv ±l 

I V MOMMA.) MAY MOTHER AND M 

K ZmiL FAM!LY.> A’ !> 


TOPIC THIS 
EARLY 
MORNING- 
PORSCHE 
Mac NEILL, 


* TRANSLATED 
FROM L/KRANiAN 



<AND 

SPEAKING OF 
. JOBS...} 


< THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS, 
YOU MARRY OUT OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. YOUR 
i^CHll DREN ARE BUMS. > ^ 


<FEH, 

THAT 

SCOT.} 


r BETTER BE ^ 
GETTING TO THE 
AIRPORT. AN OLD 
FRIEND CALLED TO 
SAY THAT HE’S 
COMING IN, AND 
HIS LUGGAGE 
< NEEDS SPECIAL a 
XL CARE. } At 


CAT LEAST 
THE KID NASA 
GOOD JOB, IN 
ELECTRONICS > 














ENTERTAINMENT 

TELEVISION 


/I 

...FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER; NUCLEAR 
TECHNICIANS FROM THE FORMER SOVIET 
BLOC NATIONS WILL BE MEETING WITH THEIR 
GLOBAL COUNTERPARTS IN AN INFORMAL 
SETTING. THE THREE-RAY CONFERENCE, 
WHICH OPENS TOMORROW AT NEW YORK'S 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, HAS BEEN HAILED 

AS YET ANOTHER SIGN THAT THE COLD 

% 


am 


...AND IF YOU ASK ME, 
POLITICAL AND 
FINANCIAL ISSUES 
ASIDE, THESE GENTLE- 
MEN NEED SOME 
SERIOUS FASHION 
ADVICE, FIRST TIME TO 
TOWN, FARMBOYS? I 
THINK MY GRANDFATHER 
WAS BURIED IN ONE 
OF THOSE SUITS. I 
HAVE A WORD OF 
ENGLISH THEY SHOULD 
ALL TAKE THE TIME TO 
LEARN ■ ARMAN!/ 



,„S0 WHY IS IT THAT THESE GUYS FLEW SIX THOUSAND 
MILES TO BE TALKING ABOUT A-BOMBS ? WE'RE NEVER 
GONNA USE THE DAMN THINGS. THIS IS ALL PHOTO- 
OPPORTUNITY. f THE RANK AND FILE FOLKS OF THE 
UKRAINE ARE UP AGAINST OPPRESSIVE UNEMPLOYMENT 
AND HORRIBLE INFLATION. WHAT'S WORSE, THEY HAVE 
A RAMPANT PLAGUE OF GANGSTER ACTIVITY/ WHY 
TALK ABOUT NUKES WHEN YOUR COUNTRY'S COURTING 
CERTAIN ECONOMIC COLLAPSE? IF THEY HAD ANY 
SENSE THEY'D KEEP ON SELLING US THEIR BOMBS 
INSTEAD OF SENDING THESE USELESS HAS-BEENS TO 
TALK ABOUT THE GOOD OLD DAYS. MAKES ME M/SS 
THE COLD WAR. GET A NEW LIFE, GUYS- 


TALKBACK 









Hauling luggage, always luggage, 

THIRTY-ONE YEARS AGO, ANDRE! ZL ENKO 
LEFT HIS UKRANtAN HOMELAND ON A 
TEMPORARY VISA, CARRYING. WHAT LITTLE, 
HE OWNED IN SHABBY SUITCASES . EVERY 
DAY, AT HtS JOB, HE IS REMINDED OF 
THAT EVENT. HE WONDERS IF HE WILL 
STILL BE CARRYING LUGGAGE IN THE 
AFTERLIFE. 


AT THE TIME HE LEFT, 
HE’D HAD NO INTEN- 
TION OF RETURNING 
TO THE OLD COUNTRY. 
NOW, HE SOMETIMES 
FINDS HIMSELF 
LOOKING WHtSTFULLY 
SACK ON THOSE 
SIMPLER DAYS...UN71L 
HE REMEMBERS THE 
SECRET POLICE, 



THAT MEMORY HAS 
BECOME MORE VIVID 
JUST NOW. HE RECOG 
NIZES THE CHEAP 
LUGGAGE, THE NAMES 
OF THE RUSSIAN 
CITIES ON THE TRAVEL 
STICKERS,.. AND THE 
WATCHFUL EVES. HIS I 
OLD NEIGHBOR 
YOUSEF 'S CONSPfCU- J 
OUSLY STURDY I 
CARRYING CASE I 
SLIDES INTO VIEW. I 


THE UNIFORM OF HIS 
OVERSEER IS DIFFERENT, 
YET STILL A UNIFORM. 
DAMNED THUGS. A i 
MAN CAN RISK ALL TO £ 
TRANSPORT HIMSELF & 
TO THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE WORLD... F- 


... AND THE 
WORST OF 
THE OLD LIFE 
CAN FIND 
A WAY TO 

follow: 













NO matter, the 

OVERSEER IS JUST A 
FORMALITY. YOUSEF 
IS AN OLD FRIEND, AND 
THAT FRIENDSHIP IS 
WORTH AT L FAST THIS 
SMALL FAVOR. 






COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. fT IS 
LATE ON A SATURDAY EVENING, 
THE SECOND DAY OF THE "EAST- 
WEST ATOMIC WARFARE, SCIENCE 
AND APPLICATIONS CONFERENCE . 


FAR FROM A WARNING, IT HAS 
BECOME A BEACON- - AN I DEAL 


SEVERAL SPEAKERS 
FROM THE EASTERN 
BLOC DECIDE TO 
SAMPLE THE REAL 
AMERICA- ONE THA 
DECADES OF SOVIET 
PROPOGANDA HAD 
BURNED INTO THE/R 
MINDS. 


r <A TRUL Y A 
MAGNIFICENT 
RESULT OF 
A FREE 
.SOCIETY > A 


(gentlemen, 

WE HAVE 
ARRIVED,* > 


T (A TRULY ^ 
MAGNIFICENT 
RESULT OF 
BREEDING, 
S, TOO. > A 




( LET US 
GO INSIDE 
AND 

^ DRINK.) j 


FROM R US St AH, 


r < YOU KNOW, 
IT IS SUCH A 
SHAME THA T 
OUR SCIENCE 
WILL NEVER 
BE PUT TO 
. PRACTICAL 
!)w USE. > A 




V (YES, OURS IS 

A DYING PROFESSION. 
WHAT GOOD IS D TO 
KNOW HOW TO DESTROY 
THE EARTH, (F WE NEVER 

V <SET THE CHANCE?)^ 


< I DON'T KNOW. PERHAPS THERE WILL YET 
BE A USE FCROURHNOWLEDGE.CHEERUP/) 


•' p 

” m 

m&m 

rmi 



ft 


r A 4 

1 L. 1. 


1 ■ 3 H 

'i'js *4 A 

L 


















T < I STILL ^ 
PREFER THE OLD, 
TRIED AND TRUE 
ATOMICS. THEY'RE 
SO EASY TO JUST 

dismantle ; rar*' 

UP AND TAKE 
ANYWHERE 

\_W!THYOU.> A 


SEVERAL 
ROUNDS 
LATER... 

CANY SPY WORTH 
HIS METTLE 
WOULD LOVE OUR 
FUSION DATA. 
JUST TODAY I 
WAS SPEAKING 
WITH A 

COLLEAGUE FROM 

ISRAEL... > 


OHEtR BOMBS ARE QUITE 
EFFICIENT. A SHAME THAT 
k THEY MUST KEEP fT A 

\V SECRET.> 


< DID ANY ^ 
r OF YOU MEET 
KHADAFYS 
ENVOY? NOW 
THERE IS A MAN 
COULD MAKE US 
t ALL VERY WEALTHY, 


bet/> 


I 





< THIS IS MISHA. GET 
ME STATION CHIEF 
^ IVANOV. NOW. )a 


L jr/ 

fc. T-i -T — ■> . 



JfcLr"j n 

: mt^m 




F7 



<Oh 

MAMAjy 


< YOU WERE RIGHT. 


-/ /04/P, CRAZY TALK 

Vm /} 

m 

( GOT ONE OF OUR KGB 


1 SHADOWS OUT OF THE 
\ WAY, AND NOW THE 

/m 

Hg 



< IDIOT.' X 
LEAVE FOR A 
MOMENT AND 
THEY SLIP . 
V AWAY/> A 


C I’LL TRY TO NAB THEM / YOU 
^ CALL IT IN, THIS TIME / > _ 






< i will see 

YOU BACK /IT 
THE CONFERENCE 
TOMORROW. > . 


^ C BUT YOUSEF, 
THERE ARE MORE 
BARS TO VISIT. 
WHERE ARE YOU 
v GOING? > s 


LITTLE 
UKE 
COMING 
t UP. 


THE PLACE IS KNOWN AS 
THE OVERLAP. ITISA 
REAL tTY THAT INTERSECTS 
ALL PLANES OF EXISTENCE. 
17 IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF 
WHAT'S CALLED MAGIC. 


THERE ARE NO 
SPIRITUAL OR 
PHYSICAL LAWS 
HERE. REALITY fS 
ELAST/CHERE. 


THE REALM IS INHABITED BY 
POWERFUL BEINGS FROM A 
MILLION MILLION WORLDS, AS 
WELL AS FLORA, FAUNA AND 
TERRAIN FROM THOSE PLACES, 
ALL SCATTERED HAPHAZARDLY 
ACROSS AN INFINITE BACKDROP. 


EACH DENIZEN HAS HIS/HER/ITS 
OWN PRIORITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS . 
THE OVERLAP IS PRIMARILY A PLACE 
OP DISCOVERY AND EXPERIMENTA- 
TION '•* A LABORATORY WITHOUT 
BOUNDS, — 


ONE SUCH GROUP IS 
MEETING NOW TO 
DISCUSS THEIR 
CURRENT FORAY INTO 
HUMAN SPIRITUAL 
SPACE-- AND THE 
PHYSICS OF HELL . 










I TRUST THAT THE PEST WILL VERIFY THE 
MS NATURE OF THE HELL- CREATURE'S f-* 
.^^■7 POWERS AND TEMPERMENT FIRST. ^ 

flH THAT Wll L BE USEFUL INFORMATION f* 

W SHOULD WE DECIDE TO WORN ON 
HELL IN THE FUTURE. THE PLACE 
FOR MANIPULATION, 

™ HOULUN! IS USING ONE OF OUR PORTAL*\S / 
DEVICES. 1 TOLD HIM !TfS MORE EFFICIENT A I 

TRANSPORT THAN MEDITATION, OR WHATEVER &M 
HfS USUAL METHOD. IN HIS CONFUSION OVER 
THE FAILURE OF OUR DEVICE, HE WILL NOT 
1 HAVE TIME TO ADJUST TO HfS NORMAL rfC 
< MODE OF TRANSFER, AND WILL PERISH, V* S St 


AM I 
GOOD* 
OR „ 
WHAT? 


brilliant 


BUT 

HE ALWAYS 
ESCAPES.,, 


I TRUST THAT THE PEST WILL VERIFY THE 
MS NATURE OF THE HELL' CREATURE'S 
.^^■7 POWERS AND TEMPERMENT FIRST. ^ 

flH THAT WiL L BE USEFUL INFORMATION f* 

W SHOULD WE DECIDE TO WORN ON 
HELL IN THE FUTURE. THE PLACE 
FOR MANIPULATION 

™ HOULUN! IS USING ONEOFOURPORTAL^Sl / V 
DEVICES. 1 TOLD HIM IT IS MORE EFFICIENT A I 

TRANSPORT THAN MEDITATION, OR WHATEVER PM 
HIS USUAL METHOD. IN H!S CONFUSION OVER UKr, 
THE FAILURE OF OUR DEVICE, HE WILL NOT 
1 HAVE TIME TO ADJUST TO HfS NORMAL rfC 
< MODE OF TRANSFER, AND WIL L PERISH. V! S St 


AM I 
GOOD* 
OR „ 
WHAT? 


V THANKS for coming. 
I COULDN'T BE MORE 


EXCITED, NOW THAT 
THINGS AR t MOVING'. 


I'VE BEEN KEEPING AN EYE ON 
THOSE EARTH IANS AND THEIR ATOMIC 
FETISH--AND THEY HAVEN'T AU KILLED 
EACH OTHER YET/ SO, I'VE MANAGED 
TO PUSH THINGS IN A DIRECTION 
THAT'LL GIVE US SOME ANSWERS 
SOON, 

OUR LAST SURVEY- WHERE A 
HELL-CREATURE WAS BLOWN UP-- 
WAS A BUST, BUT THAT'S OKAY. 
WE WEREN'T PREPARED FOR THAT 
EVENT THE WAY WE ARE NOW. 


TIME, I PLUGGED A THOUGHT- 
PROGRAM INTO A SCIENTIST THERE. 
HE'LL DETONATE AN ATOM BOMB 
|AT A PRE-SET TIME, A DEMON.THE 
LATEST HELL'S -PAWN WILL BE 
NEAR GROUND ZERO- 


WE'VE PLACED AN AGENT THERE 
WHO'LL MAKE SURE THATTHE 
CREATURE'S IN PLACE. WE KNOW 
THE STRENGTH OF THE BLAST, SO 
WE'VE TAKEN VIEWING 


PRECAUTIONS. 


SO NOW- -OUR 
CONCLUSIVE TEST TO 
DETERMINE IF ATOMICS 
CAN KILL DEMONS, AND IN 
THE PROCESS SCATTER 
THEIR INFERNAL MATTER/ 


AND THE BEST 
PART IS, THAT 
PERSNICKETY PEST 
HOUDINt IS THE 

agent on the 

SCENE/ WE CLEAR 
UP TWO PROBLEMS 
AT ONCE! 










I LOOK FOR 
ANDREI 
ZLENKO. 


r Ok, YEAH, 
TRY 301. BUT 
IT'S PAST THE 
OLD MAN'S 
BEDTIME, 

< I THINK, v 


Little 

UKRAINE, 

TOWARD 

MIDNIGHT. 


NO x 
MANNERS 


GREENWICH VILLAGE HAL FAN HOUR LATER 


LUU-CTl I'M 
HO~ OME/ 


FOR ONCE 
IT'S A GOOD 
THING THE 
CLEANING 
I SERVICE 
fc IS ON 
& STRIKE., 


L I GOTTA GET OUTTA THIS 
RUT. MY LIFE, IN THREE WORDS, 
[WOULD BE: BORING. UNDER- 
\ TASKED. ASSISTANT MANAGER 


MAKE THAT 
FOUR WORDS. 


SO CHECK THIS OUTCS 
LAST NIGHT I SETOFF 
ANOTHER ONE OF MY 
BEAUTS- BUT SOME DUDE 
CHASED ME. HE WAS ALL 
ON FIRE AN ' SCREAMIN'! 
s. fT WAS COOL f S 


NOT EVEN! BUT 
WHATEVER IT TAKES 
I'LL GET RID OF 
THOSE BUMS BY 
MY PLACE. ^ 


f 1 BET ‘ 
/YOU WET 
YOUR PANTS, 
u BUDDY, 


r WHAT ABOUT ^ 
THE BUMS BY YOUR 
MAS PLACE? THAT'S 
WHERE YOU HANG OUT 
Vu ALL THE TIME! 


* BITE ME. 

ANYWAY, I ^ 
GOTTA GET BACK TO 
WORK HERE. THIS NEXT 
ONE IS GONNA . 
^ BE BRIGHT. 

















r THERE'S MO 
WAY I'M <S0iM<5 
to believe 

YOlJ'PE HAW 

HoUPiM'- 


WELL.,. 
'YOU'RE A 
DEMON FROM 
HELL...! 


HOWEVER, I ^ 
^ DIDN'T COME HERE 
TO DISCUSS OUR 
MUTUALLY UNBELIEVABLE 
CONDITIONS-., I'M HERE TO 
SPEAK ABOUT YOU, 
HELL'S-PAWN... AND 
- ABOUT YOUR POWERS. , 


"^AREN'T 
YOU dead 
OP SOME' 
THijMO? 


AREN'T YOU? 


^ WHAT VC YCLf ^ 
KNOW ABOUT MY 
POWERS? YOU'RE MT 

AN ucwe 

S^AffTiST. . 1 


i 5ft your 
point. BUT THIS 
IS PRETTY HARP 
TO BELIEVE,,. 


JUST AN ESCAPE 
ARTIST? .ACT AN ESCAPE 1 
ARTIST?! ARE YOU AWARE OFS 
HOW MANY YEARS I’VE spent; 

non-magical, grueling 

YEARS, LEARNING TO BE 
. JUST AN ESCAPE ART(ST?L 


WHICH PART ? 

F THAT JT'Af A ^ 

DIMENSION-TRAVELLING 
HYPER-MAGE TEN THOUSAND 
TIMES MORE POWERFUL THAN 
MY STAGE ACT LET ON, OR 
THAT YOU'RE AN (NVULNER- 
. ABLE, ULTRASTRONG, 

L. HORRIBLE PUPPET A 
iK OF HELL ? 


J. 

we«. 


1 GOOD- I'VE 
TWEAKED HIS 
CURIOSITY. « 


r AS IT TURNED OUT, THOSE 
LEVELS OF CONCENTRATION 
LED TO MY ACCIDENTAL 
EXTRA-DIMENSIONAL 
DISCOVERIES.,, THINGS BE- 
YOND HOCUS-POCUS AND 
t MERE SPIRITUALISM. 


SO WHAT DID 
YOU SEE? AN 
ILLUSION? 

A SMOKE 
PELLET? , 
TELEPOR- A 
TATION 


X that was ^ 

' MAGtC- THAT I 1 
MOVED FROM POINT "A 
TO POINT "B" IN ANON 
MUNDANE MANNER - 
IT WAS THE RESULT, 

. NOT THE METHOD 
V THAT MATTERED. A 


NOW I KNOW 
MAGIC. REAL 
MAGIC. ^ 


DOES IT 
MATTER? 










W MAGIC MAGIC IS LIKE TELLING ^ 

~ IS ABOUT T A LIE SO CONVINCING THAT 
PERCEPTION AND EVEN THE UNIVERSE BELIEVES 
THE WILL'S YOU' AND YOUj MYFRIEND, 
ABILITY TO ARE A CREATURE OF MAGIC* 
ALTER THAT ALBEIT OF FINITE POWER. 

PERCEPTION- HOWEVER, YOU NEEDN'T 


W THAT ^ 
SYMBIOTIC 
COSTUME CAN DO 
MUCH OF YOUR 
WORK FOR YOU . 


GOOD GOD/ QUICK 

i BEHIND YOU ! ■ 


^ YOU SEE? ^ 
WITH ONLY A 
THOUGHT, \OURSLI/T 
ATTACKS FOR YOU. IT 
EXPENDS /TS ENERGY, 
\ NOT YOURS. - 


NOW, IN THE 
CASE OF THIS 

. 80MB... „ 


„.THE SUIT X 
APPRECIATED THE 
THREAT AND ACTED TO 
KEEP YOU FROM HARM 
WITHOUT YOUR 
CONSCIOUS DIRECTION 
YOUR ENERGY . 
EXPENDITURE?^ 
NONE. m 


AND 

THERE'S 

MORE. 







YOUR MOST 
^IMPORTANT POWER, > 
AS A CREATURE OF 
SORCERY, (S 
MANIFESTATION. 
WfTH A CLEAR HEAD 
AND A STRONG WILL 
YOU CAN CAUSE YOUR 
COSTUME TO MAKE 
JUST ABOUT ANYTH ING 
PROVIDED YOU , 
L UNDERSTAND ITS A 
ESSENCE... 


/VWBLE 


...ITS SIZE, THE 
WEIGHT, THE COLOR 
THAT SORT OF 
THING, ^ 


FOR EXAMPLE, ^C= 
f THINK OF SOME- \ 
L THING SMALL, LIKE / 
A MARBLE 

,TVDU KNOW WHAT ^ 
r IT FEELS LIKE, LOOKS ’ 
LIKE AND ALL. NOW FEEL 
YOUR DESIRE FOR SUCCESS 
FADE TO SURF NESS- YOU 
WILL SUCCEED- LET THIS 
WILLPOWER ACTIVATE 
YOUR COSTUME. REACH 
OUT,.. THEWOLECULES ARE 
FLOATING FREE... GRAB A 
^TH EM ...THINK MARBLE / 
...GO ON--, 


LOOKIE HERE, 
FELLAS ' WE GOTS 
US A RE6-U-LAR 
. CIRCUS ON 
'Yv OUR ROOF/ 


r PRFTTY 

CLOSE... WE'LL 
TRY AGAIN,., 


BRAINS, DIVVY... YOU AN 'ME 
WE TAKE THE RICH GUY IN 
THE TUX. LINK, TAKE 


YEAH,., ^ 
hekkeh.., YOU 
SAID IT, 

^ SMOKE Y/ > 


MAKE 

ONE/ 


yeah.„ 

heh hek. 

come an 

&0T M£- 



JW -m 

1 »»L 

w/7ff, 



mm 













LINK. 

MEET 

CHAIN 


BRAINS... DIWY. 
SMOKEY...? LET 
YOUR NAMES 

Speak your 

V FATE- >* 


\VWNh* 


,'vt 








^ WHAT THE ^ 
PEVH CAME 
OVER Y0U?I YOd 
MornAiSO THO# 
^ K*p$! ^JI 


~p^ it was ^r; 

T A VISIBLE > 
ILLUSION BASED 
ON THEIR LUDICROUS 
NICKNAMES. THEY'LL 
L SNAP OUT OF > 
PS. IT SOON . 


NOTHING 
OF THE 
SORT. 


WHEREAS YOU- MY 

■ friend, were positively 
I^^^H^your powers.^! 

^ YEAH, MY ^ 
f POWERS. HOW IS IT 
THAT YOU ANP EVERYONE 
ELSE I MEET KNOWS SO 
. MUCH ABOUT ME" ANP 
^ I KNOW ^ 


'YOU'D KNOW ^ 
„ MORE ABOUT 
YOURSELF IF YOU'D 
TRY SOMETH ING NSW 
. EVERY NOW AMD A 
k AGAIN. 

YOUR 

ABILITIESARE X 
VAST, YET YOU'RE I 
STILL THINKING k 
tLIKE A i 


WHAT ARE 
YOU THEN. 
. HOTS HOf? 


YES! I'VE UNLIKE YOU, 
GOT HIM' f I'M JUST HUMAN, 

-v. WHEN AND 

WHERE I COME FROM, 1 PLAY 


THE ESCAPE ARTIST. PART OF 
MY TIME, THOUGH, IS SPENT 
IN THE HEART OF MAGIC, THE 
OVERlAi WHERE I'M A 

prankster, an annoyance. 

FOR YOU, I'M THE TICKET A 

'to KNomec* . 

AND SPEAKING OF^ 
W TICKETS.., I'M 
TAKING YOU TO A 
& SHOW BEYOND 
\ YOUR WILDEST J 
/ ^ DREAMS 


FIRST THOUGH. YOU'LL NEED 
TO BE LESS CONSPICUOUS. PUT 
THIS ON, AND TONE THAT 
l COSTUME DOWN, THERE'S 
K A GOOD FELLOW^/,, 


Asia's-, 


EVER 

DRIVEN 

A ROLLS 

BEFORE? 













/ STICK \ 
r AROUND/ 
MV BOY, 
AND SOON 
YOU'LL BE 
ABLE TO DO 
TH/S WITH 
A FLICK 
OF THE 
L WRIST- j 


it'll THAT 
DAMN KIP 
. AtfAifJ t 


ANNOYING 

WHELP. 


W f I'M ^ 

ft 60 NNA i 
/ f NAIL THAT 

I punk to the 
1 1 WALL with 

l\ HK OWN J 

f'M 

iJCNN A„. la 


DRIVE 


RIGHT 
BEHIND 
YOU HELL'S 
. PAWN. . 


At that 

MOMENT, 
THREE 
STORfES 
BELOW... 

^SPLATTER 
’EM ALLl 

with 

PAINT... 


... WHY DON'T 
THOSE 
CREEPS JUST 
TAKE THE 
HINT AND 


LEAVE? 


FT> 




i_s'\ (ycr '"»i 


r^v 




C - 








Queers, NEW YORK" THE 
HOME OF SPAWN'S WIDOW, 
WANDA BLAKE, HER r~r, 

HUSBAND, TERRY FtTZ~ 
GERALD, AND THEIR AL, 

daughter, cyan, mam 


A BUSSFUL SUBURBAN 
SUNDAY MORNING, JUST 
MINUTES PAST FIVE... 


AIL RIGHT 

— sigh 

GIVE ME AW 
HOUR-- 
BUT YOU 
EXPLAIN 
IT TO MY 
k WIFE. A 


SAME 
TO YOU 
. ’BYE. . 


T IT'S A NEW ^ 
* SCHEDULE THING - 
HONEY. I HAVE TO WORK 
OVERTIME BEFORE MY 
^5NIFT, THIS TIME.^^J 

SOTTA 1 

//\ GO. A 


.,.010 
he SAY,- 

atomic 

DEVICE- 







DIGITAL 

EDITION 


NOV 


i r, 


Bb- 


W*V -f 1 1 

■H 

qSgSB r}\ 

■;Yv. J-j Jjf I T • 


m\ ' 

^ ■»■ " l " 8 "-- | 

\v 









f Ak, MY > 
DEMONIC 
FRIEND, THERE 
ARE SO MANY 
THINGS TO 
TEACH YOU 

. about 

X MAGIC. A 


Y DEFY GRAVITY? > 
NONSENSE! I'VE 
SIMPLY CONVINCED 
GRAVITY THAT THE CAR 
IS LIGHTER THAN AIR. 
WE'VE BECOME LIKE 
A DIRIGIBLE, PRO* 

. PELLED BY OUR . 
Kown EXHAUST. 


r UKE HOW ^ 
THE HECK 
YOU'RE MAKING 
THIS CAR 0 £FY 
k, GRAVITY? a 


^ YOU CAN'T DEFY ^ 
A LAW OF PHYSICS, 
MAGIC WORKS WITH 
THE NATURAL WORLD 
V NOT AGAINST IT, . 


IT 0 OESN'T 
4 OUN 0 40 
NATURAL 
TO ME- 


THAT'S 
WHY I AM 
TEACHING 
_ YOU. J 


VNAlTl 

j 4 ee 

THE PUNK 
DOWN 
. THERE i a 


FOLLOWING HIS MURDER, 
AL SIMMONS WAS REBORN 
AS THE DEMONIC SPAWN. 
HE NOW FACES A WORLD 
THAT'S CHANGED IN UNEX- 
PECTED WAYS... AND HIS 
OWN NEWABUtTfES, 
JUST AS UNEXPECTED 
AND MYSTERIOUS. 






^ /mm 

\ ii _ I*, y 

1 v 


! f— . T> 

•if 

a ^ 

k\ \m> 

'F 

P l 


vyv 4 1 

iWl Y*<\ « 











J WARPER 
WHO Hg'S 
MeetffJe 
v HERE. j 


^HB'S (50TTA BB 
WORKING fWWB 
>08 OR WMPONf 


THE LATE N>GHT SILENCE OF 
MANHATTAN'S L tTTL E j 
UKRAINE !S CUT BY THE f 
ROAR OF THE BOMBER'S A 
SPEEDING CAR. iX 


UNKNOWN 
TO HIM, A 
DEMON 
AND HIS 
NEW-FOUND 
MENTOR 
ARE IN 
SILENT 
PURSUIT 


A COTTA N 
CATCH THE 
NEWS-- SEE IF 
I MADE IT , 
» THIS TIME/ * 


rWHO CARES? 
v WE CAN GET 
LhIIM LATER. . 


WsT IVE GOT TWO 
W INVITES TO THE \ 
r MAGICIANS' CLUB FOR 
r SOME AFTER- HOURS FUN 
i ONE OF THEIR BOVS HAS 
L A TRUNK Of MINE I D 
^ LIKE TO LOOK IN A 
ON. COMING? ^ 


THE HBCK WITH ^ 
THAT/ I'M STICKING 
to this ksp me 
Sv owe ? 


S'oMETHfNC'LJ. 
-TURN UP- - 


r SUIT A 
YOURSELF. 
I'LL SEE YOU 
IN A FEW 
L. HOURS. A 


TIME PASSES 
SLOWLY... BUT 
WHEN HE WAS 
AUVEAND A 
SOLDIER, 

AL SIMMONS 
WAS USED TO 
WAITING. 









K CVRIIU c 1 
WPtTifJfi £>H 

THE4E <1 6M.. 
i TAKE-5 
t &ACK. 1 


fr^MoNTgRey; V 
■* CAllfORNlA-- 
LANtfLfA^E 
IMMERSION ICtlOOl 

Oiiite a few yeai ?5 

MO. j PON'T 
KNOW HOW J tfOt 
-I THROU6H (T- vt 


>* 6000 *"S 
TH‘N(? I HAP , 
A 0(JPPV'5 4 
PAPERS TO REAP 
THAT4 WHEN > 
T T MET" |5 


I ISl^m l ifl 


"T£R£/J 

THAI'S Hl$ 
VOICE COWS 
r THERE/ 1 


< EXCUSE ME PLEASE 
GENTLEMEN. I AM 
SPECIAL AGENT 
FITZGERALD, WITH 
THE US. GOVERN- 
MENT. MAY I 
ASK YOU SOME J > 
QUESTIONS ?> 


r < YOUR ^ 
ACCENT NEEDS 
PRACTICE , 
UTTLE SPY. 
LET US TEACH 
S TOC/-> 


OA COURSE. 
COME WITH 
US, PLEASE. 
IT IS 
WARMER 
k INSIDE. > J 


pK'oK" 

TROUBLE 


HERE? 


* TRANSLATED 
FROM RUSSIAN 


Jj-U 




A 

|i 

B 

T 

f~7i 

|4 


\ 

>1 WHAT'4 J, 

0 C HE f< 

1 l 

ft POIN6 V 


< 4 > 






ISAVB 

Him 


MAT'S MY 
APKfJP ! . 






C'tfOH, 
TERRY, 
LET'S 60 


r if IT ^ 
W0UM7 1 

HUPT 

foU MOPE, T'D 

Kill . 

s. YOU/ > 


- WHAT'f> 
f THIS SAY.. 
YOUSEF 
VOLOKHOY... 

Mil i At- 
MOST EAGGEP 
l MiM YEARS 
V AGOJ j 


~ WHAT'S A 

He Got 

TO PO WITH 

rn>6 

MESS? j 


f SAYS > 
HE'S HERE 
FOR SOME 
WEAPONS 
CONEEREMGE 
AND WENT 
AW<H . SuT 
V WHERE" j 


r wmiK 

' THAT '5 v'OlOKHOY 
IN fRpNT OP THE 

punk's euiiding, 

OR I'M NOT 0£AP!‘ 

I KNEW TH<S 
. THING STAN K , 

\ EOT NOT THiS > 

/tX BAV! y. 


6o easy 

THERE, TERRY. 
tEAN ON W 
. GAR. 


r WHAT' ' 
EVER (T i$, 
THIS A6ENT 
HAS GOT AN 
UNFINISHED 
DUTY TO 
. EXECUTE-' 














WHAT HIT 
ME? WHAT 
WAS UP 
WITH THOSE 
. GUVS? 


m CAN'T 9 

ter terry 

KNOW WHO 
1 AM- NOT . 

te VET. — * 


^ V'KNOW, EROTH£R~ 
YOU |MI6HT WANT TO EE 
MOPE CAREFUL WITH THE 
.PEOPLE AROUNP HERE. . 


I GUESS YOU'RE V 
RIGHT. THANKS, ' 
MISTER, FOR PULLIN 
MY SKILLET OUT 
^ OF THE FIRE . 


t'LL NEVER 
LET WANOA 
BECOME A 
, WiPOVV 
L AGAIN. ' 


EMTERT* INUCNT 
TELEVISION 


... RUMOR HAS IT THAT 
OUR VISITING EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DIGNITARIES 
DID SOME DECIDEDLY 
iflVDIGNIFIED CAROUSING 
LAST NIGHT, AND SHOWED 

up at all the wrong 

PARTIES. NEED A 
BROMO, COMRADES? 
SEEMS ONE OF YOUR 
PALS IS STILL OUT 
SLEEPING IT OFF. 


-YOUSEF VOLOKHOV, A 
VISITING SCIENTIST FROM 
THE EAST-WEST ATOMIC 
WARFARE, SCIENCE AND 
APPLICATIONS CONFER- 
ENCE, IS STILL UNAC- 
COUNTED FOR. SOURCES 
CLOSE TO THE NYPD 
HAVE INFORMED US OF, 

A MAJOR SEARCH 
FOR THE MISSING 
TECHNICIAN. FOUL 
PLAY HAS NOT BEEN 
RULED OUT. 


cu 



IF YOU ASK ME, IT'S ALL ABOUT MONEY, 
THE RUSSIANS HAVE ALL THE ROMANCE AND 
LIMELIGHT OF BIG CHANGES. WHAT GETS 
yi LOST IN THE SHUFFLE IS THAT THE 

OTHER EX-SOVIET REPUBLICS ARE 
v jXji ALSO STRUGGLING FOP A NEW 
& jJU- SYSTEM. THEY NEED MONEY, 

TOO S THE UKRAINE, WHERE 
m t%-' L VOLOKHOV IS FROM, COULD 
, , \ USE EVEN A FIFTH OF THE 

/ ^ AID THAT HAS BEEN 
i PROMISED TO RUSSIA. 


PERCIVAL 

ISSACSEN- 

SMYTHE, 

PLEASE... 


FITZGERALD, 
TERENCE D., 

ASA -.023777... 

YO, PERCY. I 
JUST GOT THE 
BEJEESUS KICKED 
OUT OF ME. NAH, 
SOME MATCH - 
CRISP. DUDE 
HELPED ME 
OUT. 


IIP 


.. NO, NO, 

WHAT I NEED IS 
FOR YOU TO ROLL 
ME DOWN SOME 
MUSCLE, 57*7: 
THAT'5 RIGHT, YOU 
BIT OFF MORE 
THAN I CAN 
CHEW i 








J ATOMIC WEAPONS? T 
I KNEW THERE WAS A 
MORE HERE THAN 
MEETS THE EYE/ I l?ON f T 
KNOW WHO THE KIP'S 
few WORKW6 FOR/ fr 
S&l THOUGH - 


< - 2(2, 
DOWHSTAfRS. 
LET US <50 
TALK TO THE 
BOY > 


jf THIS ^ 
MU5T0E * 
9 tG- TERRY'S 
CALLet? 

IN SOME jC 

1 <?OONS-M 


0 J HAVE A PROBLEM, MY 
FRIEND. I AM DUE TO GIVE 
MY LECTURE IN TWO HOURS . , , 
HOWEVER, A KEY ELECTRICAL ' " 
ELEMENT WAS DAMAGED /. 

ON MY JOURNEY. I 
AM AT A LOSS. > ^ 

C r J (\ I f DRAFTY >N W 


< MY NEIGHBOR'S 
SON WORKS FOR AN 
ELECTRONICS FIRM. HE fS 
OU/TE SKILLED. IN FACT, 
HE SHOUL D BE HERE NOW, 
GETTING HIS LAUNDRY 
FROM HER. SHE 
L IVES IN NUMBER- -} 




ACTUALLY, 
I WOKE L1F 
OUTSIDE- 


HOW LONG 
AGO DID 
VOLOKHOV 
LEAVE? . 


HURT,., FORGET 
THEM. WE HAVE 
TO GET TO 
COLUMBIA , 


SO WHAT 
HAPPENED 
HERE? 


— NOT 
KNOW. HE 
WENT TO THE 
UNIVERSITY. 



fi 

2 












r YOU (MISSED 
A GOOD SHOW, 
BUT NOTHING 
LIKE THE ONE 
WE'RE GOING 
TO NOW. j 




X 0 ut we > 

HAVE TO 0S1 
TO COLOMBIA 
UNIVERSITY' SOME 
THING DANGEROUS 
vK GOING ON? > 


Columbia 
5 dn/yers/tk. 

DAY THREE OF 
THE CONFERENCE. 


r YOU PEEKED AT 
THESE, DIDN'T YOU? 
1 GOT THEM FROM 
THE KID'S WALLET" 
t FRONT ROW, 
CENTER' 


IT I THE KfP 
WORKS fQft THE 

vCOMMlES,' > 



WE HAVE TO 
GET IN THERE ■ 
WE'RE WITH THE 
. GOVERNMENT,,. 


WAIT A 

MINUTE,,. 
WHAT DOES 
HE MEAN, 

* DEMONSTRA 
VON OF AN 
ATOMIC 
DETONATOR" 


WHAT EXACTLY IS VOLOKHOV GOING TO A DEMONSTRATION 

BE SPEAKING ABOUT? JOT AN ATOMIC 


DIGRESS 


NOT 


TO 


YOU 


GENTLEMEN, BUT IF 
• NOT FACULTY, 
THAT'LL BE 5 IX 
BUCKS EACH 

l 











< AEROFLOT 
HAS FLOWN 
ME TO 
HEAVEN '/> 


A IT'S A X 

SCIENTIST'S 

supermarket: 

SONY' HITACHI 
v NEC i a 


mao bell 


* you : 
Americans 

LEAD THE 
WORLD IN 
TECHNOLOGY' 



W GOOD, ^ 
r FOR WE 
MUST HURRY. 
WE ARE NEARLY 
LATE FOR MY 
V LECTURE, a 


LOOK. 
OLD ft/iAMi 
I'VE BUILT 
MORE 

detonators 

THAN YOU’VE 
Got chins.. 


EMPLOYEES 

ONLY 


fragile 

smit WITH 


YAMAHA 

s^fgh (~ 


PS 4 4B6pX jq 


l SAID, 
NO PROBLEM 
I'M ALMOST 
_ THERE. . 


THINK’? 


N Columbia 

/ / UNtVERSfTY, 

1 (HALFWAY 
ACROSS TOWN 
AND LESS THAN 
AN HOUR LATER,. 





IT IS A SURPRISINGLY 
LARGE TURN-OUT FOR 
THE DRY TOPIC AT HAND. 
only the CONFERENCE 
FART/C IPANTS OR 
DEVOUT WEAPONRY 
WONKS WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN FINELY 
ENGINEERED ATOMIC 
DETONATORS. 


THEY WON'T BE 
DISAPPOINTED. 



THE AUDIENCE GROWS QUIET 
AS YOUSEF VOLOKHOV, A 
PIONEER OF THE FORMER 
SOVIET UNION’S ATOMIC PRO • 
GRAM, WALKS TO THE PODIUM. 


THIS IS HIS PROUD 


BUT THERE IS ANOTHER REASON FOR 
YOUSEF TO BE HERE. HIS OBJECTIVE IS 
NOT RECOGNITION. THE WELL-BEING 
OF HIS COUNTRY, THE UKRAINE, IS 
HIS SOL E CONCERN. -■ 


EST MOMENT. HE 4 
HAS SPENT OVER 
FORTY YEARS IN 
TOP-SECRET 
RESEARCH. NOW, ! 
AT LAST, HE CAN 
GAIN THE EYES 
AND EARS OF 
THE WORLD. 


HE WITH- 
DRAWS A 
SHIELDED 
CONTAINER 


THE MOMENT IS AT HAND. MEM- 
BERS OF THE AUDIENCE SMILE IN 
RECOGNITION. THERE'S NO MISTAK- 
ING THE CHROMIUM STEEL 

OB JECT FOR ANYTHING BUT \ — 
WHAT U IS- j - i ' -n m — i 


THE BRIEFCASE IS 
HANDED GINGERLY 
TO YOUSEF. 


...AN 

ATOMIC 
BOMB . 


IN IT IS ENOUGH 
PLUTONIUM FOR 
A BOMB WHICH 
COULD LEVEL A 
GOOD- SIZED SEC- 
TION OF A CITY,,. 


..THIS 

CITY. 








GUNS ' ^ 
EVERY- ’ 
BODY GET , 
DOWN'' A 


CAN'T GET 
A CLEAR LINE 
, OF FIRE/ J 


ATOMIC 
TERRORISTS-' 
PERCY WAS 
RIGHT.' 
HO-LEE-t 


00t^7 l 

WITH 


r AND 
SORCERER 
WITH 
BIGGER 
. GUN- J 


r MV UKRAINE . 
HAS LANGUISHED 
IN POVERTY 
WHILE HER 
COUSIN RUSSIA 
HAS GAINED ALL 
THE ATTENTION 
OF THE WORLD. 

. IT IS TIME FOR 
k THIS TO END. A 


GUNS ' ^ 
EVERY- ’ 
BODY GET , 
DOWN'' A 


THE AUDIENCE 
REACTS, EITHER 
IN TERROR OR 
GIGGLING ANTI- 
CIPATION. THEN, 
ABRUPTLY, THE 
GUNS MAKE IT 
ALL REAL. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN , DISTINGUISHED 
COLLEAGUES. YOU CANNOT DOUBT WHAT YOUR 
EYES ARE SHOWING YOU. IT IS INDEED AN 
AN ATOMIC BOMB. IT IS NOW PRIMED. 




RATHER 
THAN MY 
LECTURE, I 
WILL NOW 
PRESENT MY 
DEMANDS. 


YOU AND YOUR 
GOVERNMENTS SHALL 1 
LOAN MY UKRAINE 
1,5 BILLION DOLLARS- 
ONE BILLION PER 
KILOTON OF MY 
DEVICE HERE- OR 
I SHALL DESTROY 
NEW YORK CITY. 


-S'- 






. ppME 
FORTH an [7 
SPEAK 10 m 
my EYES 
M 9 £ AR 5 . 


A/C? 5 T ^ 
r GRACIOUS 
SUPERIOR, 
OUR NEW 
EXPERIMENTS 
GO WELL, j 


THE 

BOMB 


THE OVERLAPPERS HAVE COME 
BEFORE THE PRIME, BY FAR THE 
OLDEST OF THE CREATURES 
DWELLING HERE, AND LINKED 
DIRECTLY INTO THE L IVING 
REALM ITSELF, i -r 


^5 


ALL DATA, GATHERED FROM A 
BILLION UNIVERSES, IS FED 
DIRECTLY THROUGH THIS 
CREATURE SO THAT THE OVER- 
LAP MAY BE NOURISHED, AND 
THRIVE. SO IT HAS BEEN 
FOREVER, i — r -v.- ■■■ 




S VERY fraop. CAP 

> PRQC££f7, I AM 
CERTAIN YOU WIU, 

HAVE FRESH KNOVNLEPpE 
TO FEEP MS- HOWEVER, 
THI5 HDWPIHI V? 

V> YDVFj OWN AFFWFi . > 


TEH 

HIM 

About 

THE 

BOMB., 


WE WILL SOON LEARN IF IT 
IS POSSIBLE TO DESTROY 
A HELL -CREATURE WITH 
ATOMIC BOMBARDMENT. 
OUR EXPERIMENT WILL 
PROVIDE US WITH MUCH- 
NEEDED DATA ON THE 
PHYSICAL EXTREMES 
THE CREA TURES OF 
EARTH/AN HELL 
CAN WITHSTAND. 


YES, YES. 

WE HAVE 
INSINUATED 
AN EARTHIAN 
PARTICLE - 
SPLITTING DEVICE L 
AND WITH THAT, 

WE HAVE ALSO 
CONDEMNED 
THAT MEDDLER Sf 
HOUOINI TO ~/} 1 
HIS END. r i 



• YES, MY 
SUPERIOR. 
YOU SHALL 

l beweu- 


...AND THE > 
OVERLAP SHALL 
CELEBRATE THE 
TRIUMPH OF 
L OUR NEW i 
W IN FORMA - J 
wv HON I F\ 


— i 





WHILE, ON EARTH, THE 
TEST CONTINUES... , 


r PLEASE. ^ 
EVERYONE 
TO REMAIN 
CALM. YOUR 
<5UNS WILL 
NOT STOP 
► US, A 


FRAYED 
NERVES SNAP. 
INSTINCT 
DIRECTS 
SHOTS AT THE 
ONLY FAMILIAR 
TARGET-' 
SPECIAL AGENT 
FITZGERALD. 


ALWAYS THE 
PERFORMER, 
HOUDINI 
STARTS THE 
SHOW WITH 
A SHOT INTO 
THE AIR . 



THE SKITS 
ARE FEW 
AND FAR 
BETWEEN 
CHAOS 
ENSUES : 


FOOLS. IT v 
WOULD HAVE 
L BEEN SO 
i siwfPi e. r 


YOU IDIOTS/ 
ENOUGHS/ 
I HAVE 
STARTED THE 
TIMERS a 


LEG GO 
IGOR! 


f IF YOU ' 
DO NOT 
END THIS 
MADNESS, 
THE BOMB 
WILL END 
IT FOR 
K YOU. . 



thank you 

I RETURN 
YOUR LIVES 
TO YOU FOR 
V NOW. J 








I'VE DONE 
MY BIT, 
THAT'S MY 
CUE TO 
CHECK OUT 
. OF HERE. 


THOSE SCHMUCK5 
HAVE SHUT ME OUT. / 
IT'S TIME I PAID 
, THEM A PIECE OF J 
L MY MIND, 


CONCENTRATE 


“JUST * 
ANOTHER 
TRAP,,, i 


COT MY 
PATHWAY., 


VISUALIZE. 


J THIS (SOUR ^ 
MOMENT! TO THINK 
WE REARED HOUDINI'S 
REVOLUTIONARY 
L TALK. J SALUTE . 
V. YOU, %*9. jfc 







mmss 


B I REAUTY SHATTERS 
¥ / UKE CANDIED GLASS 
r / THE PART OP OUR 
/ UNIVERSE CONTAINING 
l THE BOMB IS TRAPPED 
I BY THE SORCERER, AND , 
f SHUNTED INTO /— — { 

ANOTHER PLACE. / 


„ if *** 1 


HURTS' 


THE INSTANT 
OF THE 
ATOM'S SPLIT- 
THE TIME 
WHEN PIERCE 
ENERGIES ARE 
RELEASED — 
NEVER EVEN 
HAPPENS 
ON OUR 
WORLD. 


TRANSMIT 

THE 

'r BLAST,,, t 


CHANNEL 


r ,.,THE 

BLAST. 


SPAWN 
CARRIES ON, 
UNAWARE 
OF THE 
PACKAGED 
MOMENT 
BEYOND HIM, 
VENTING HIS 
RAGE ON 
TERRY'S 
ATTACKER. 


AS NATURE 
ABHORS A 
VACUUM, SO TOO 
DOES REALITY, 
ONLY MORE SO. 
THE STAGE AND 
OTHER PARTS OF 
OUR WORLD ARE 
RENT VIOLENTLY 
FROM THIS 
PLANE, FOLLOWING 
!N THE WAKE OF 
THE TRANS - 
PORTED BLAST, 




COMPRESSED INTO A BEAM OF POWER, THE REALITY 
ENVELOPE IS SHOVED THROUGH THE MAIL SLOT OF 
AN UNSUSPECTING ADDRESSEE. BY RE PL EX, 
HOUDIN! USES THE MEMORY OF HIS TRUNK AS A 
FOCUS - AND SENDS THE TIGHT PARTICULATE 
STREAM WHERE ITWflL DO THE MOST GOOD. 







COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY'S 
LECTURE HALL IS BUZZING 
WITH AMAZED SCIENTISTS \ 
THERE WAS LESS THAN A 
SECOND OP L !GH7- - BUT 
THAT WAS ENOUGH TO 
INSPIRE iDL E SPECULATION 
FOR YEARS TO COME. 


r pptep- > 

OAMN- l HAD 
50 (MUCH TO 
LEARN FROM VOU 
HOUOlNI" If YOU 
REALLY WERE A 

v HoupffJi, ✓ 


tT 

VANISHED, 


MOMENTS AGO, 
THESE GEIGER 
COUNTERS WERE 
SET OFF THE SCALE 
BY RADIATION 
FROM VOLOKHOV'S 
BOMB, n 7 


Ek" IT WAS 
JUST THE ICE 
MACHfNE 
DOWN THE 
v HALL, > 


DID YOU 
HEAR 
SOME- 
THING?. 


SO THOROUGH 
WAS HOUDiNt'S 
MAGIC THAT, FOR 
A MOMENT EVEN 
NORMAL BACK- 
GROUND LEVELS 
WERE FLAT. 


( FLASH .... 

( AND 

r / (or ^ 


l THEN,,, 

( SOAff* f 








KNOWN ORGANIZATION? 


CERTAINLY SOMEONE 
OR SOMETHING WAS 
RECORDED LEAVING 
THE SCENE- HERE 
WITH AN ANALYSIS,-. 


ON 


APPEARS TO BE AN ATTEMP- 
TED NUCLEAR TERRORIST 
ACTION AT COLUMBIA UNI- 
VERSITY. WHAT YOU ARE 
SEEING IS AMATEUR VIDEO, 
SHOWING WHAT WE BELIEVE 
TO BE TWO OF THE TERRORISTS,! 
POLICE WILL SAY ONLY THAT 
ONE IS an AMERICAN, THE 
OTHER A UKRANIAN NATIONAL, 
AND THAT THERE WAS SOME 
SORT OF BOMB THREAT- 




WITNESSES CLAIM THAT 
THOUGH IT SEEMED THERE WAS 
AN EXPLOSION, THE EVIDENCE 
IS IN DISPUTE, HOWEVER, THE 
PRESENCE OF AN ARMED ATOMIC 
BOMB HAS BEEN CORROBORATED 
BY ANY NUMBER OF EXPERT 
WITNESSES^ 

FIRE CREWS ARE LOOKING 
FOR ANY POSSIBLE CON- 
NECTION BETWEEN THESE 
REPORTS AND A SLACKENED 
PART OF THE HALL WHERE 
THE STAGE HAD BEEN, 



h> 

(4 







THE ALLEGED THREAT WAS 
APPARENTLY AVERTED BY A 
SUSPECTED YOUNGBLOOD . , 
THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN 
"FRIED TO A CRt$P" BY SOME 
UNKNOWN FORCE AT THE 
SCENE 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
DENIED BOTH THE REPORT 
OF THE NUCLEAR THREAT 
AND SUPPOSED EXPLOSION, 
AND OF ANY YOUNGBLOOD 
ACTIVITY IN NEW YORK Cl TY 
AT THAT TIME. COULD THIS 
HAVE BEEN A ROGUE 
‘BLOOD, CONNECTED TO 






7 Elsewhere 

f ON THE , 
COLUMBIA A 
CAMPUS ... M 








6^ SEEMS > 
HOUClfJl LEFT 
THE CAP iNV'SiRLE 
THAT MAKES if 
- UP TO ME TO 
V FifJp IT- 


//" JUST \ 
f Concentrate,,' 
use the costume 
to rearrange the 

PHOTONS „, MAKE 

l the car 

V REAPPEAR..V 


L PERFECT, l CUE<< I 
MUSHY EETTER AT MAUiC 
THAN t THOUGHT. ^ 


5 f SORRY ’SI 
I A0OUT THE V 
MYSTERY HERE/ 
TERRY PUT I 
CAN'T HAVE YOU 
KNOVVAgOUT-, 
r Me JUST YET. 4 


wA/m. 


PAM M it !\1 
HOUPtNi HAP I ^ 

s WKEYS' " 7 ^ 

^ -T T I'LL JUST 

\\ manifest 

« THEM. , 


BY CREATING THE KEY, 
SPAWN PASSED HOUDINI'S 
TEST. 


Y THE CAR'S 
I PURPOSE THUS 
f FULFILLED, IT 
/ DEFAULTS 
BACK TO THE 
\ OVERLAP. 


1 

1 11 

< 1 

■ : , 

M ' ■ ! 


il t H i I 1 

_' " 1 ■ 1 1 [ 





[7 Back in the 

'/ BOWERY. LIFE HAS 
/ RETURNED TO i 
r NORMAL IN THE i 
HOURS AFTER / 
THE LECTURE.. L 


I SHOULDA GOT 
SO WE FOOD FROM 
MOM, TOO. I'M 

^ starved. ^ 


THE POLICE, LEFT 
WITH NO EVIDENCE 
OF A CRIME, HAVE 
DROPPED ALL 
CHARGES AGAINST 
PORSCHE MacNEIL 


r HEY*,, ^ 
SOMEONE'S 
BEEN IN 
HERE. 1- ^ 


THOUGH LOUD, THE 
BLAST WAS HARMLESS 
CONFETTI FALLS, A 
PAPER RAIN CARRYING 
A NOTE WITH fT. 


J- 




7 THE OVERLAP, timeless and 
I INFINITE. NOV/, ALSO, AT THIS 
STUDY GROUP'S FORUM , A 
SCENE OF ATOMIC DECIMATION. 


THE EXPERIMENT HAS BLOWN 
UP IN THEIR FACES. 


'(Trtllfi 



IN THE DISTANCE, 
UNEXPECTED GUESTS 
ATTEMPT TO REGAIN 
THEIR EQUILIBRIUM. 


FOR THE OTHER 
OVERLAPPERS, A 
NEW FIELD OF 
INQUIRY BECKONS '■ 
WHICH LIFEFORMS 
WILL BENEFIT FROM 
THE RADIATION... 
AND WHICH WILL 
DIE, OR SUFFER , 
OR MUTATE . 



FOR SOME, THE SUFFERING 
IS OBVIOUS. , 


GREGOR^ 
HAVE WE, 
DIED?^V 


r WHERE ^ 
ARE WE? 
HOW LONG 
MUST WE STAY 
k HERE? s* 


L V-. M fc., Ll ~ « — Jk is THIS THE 

trT ^-— _ Lafterlife? 

' NOT AT ALL, EARTH! AN\ ^ " 

SCUM! NOW THAT YOUR I , 

ENERGY HAS BEEN 
DAMPENED , YOU HAVE IT WILL BE 
MUCH TO ANSWER INTERESTING \ . 

'—i FOR , AND E YEN TO SEE HOW 'W-li 

K MORE TO CLEANS YOUR KIND FARE 1 
^ AGAINST RAD! A - ^ 

^ rff TION BURNS, LITTLE 

HUMANS. WE HA VE 1 

FfifM TO LEARN 

► clean: 

h CL BAN > . V- m 


forever: 

- gaaa utt- 

forever: 







7 THE OVERLAP, timeless and 
I INFINITE. NOV/, ALSO, AT THIS 
STUDY GROUP'S FORUM , A 
SCENE OF ATOMIC DECIMATION. 


THE EXPERIMENT HAS BLOWN 
UP IN THEIR FACES. 


'(Trtllfi 



IN THE DISTANCE, 
UNEXPECTED GUESTS 
ATTEMPT TO REGAIN 
THEIR EQUILIBRIUM. 


FOR THE OTHER 
OVERLAPPERS, A 
NEW FIELD OF 
INQUIRY BECKONS '■ 
WHICH LIFEFORMS 
WILL BENEFIT FROM 
THE RADIATION... 
AND WHICH WILL 
DIE, OR SUFFER , 
OR MUTATE . 



FOR SOME, THE SUFFERING 
IS OBVIOUS. , 


GREGOR^ 
HAVE WE, 
DIED?^V 


r WHERE ^ 
ARE WE? 
HOW LONG 
MUST WE STAY 
k HERE? s* 


L V-. M fc., Ll ~ « — Jk is THIS THE 

trT ^-— _ Lafterlife? 

' NOT AT ALL, EARTH! AN\ ^ " 

SCUM! NOW THAT YOUR I , 

ENERGY HAS BEEN 
DAMPENED , YOU HAVE IT WILL BE 
MUCH TO ANSWER INTERESTING \ . 

'—i FOR , AND E YEN TO SEE HOW 'W-li 

K MORE TO CLEANS YOUR KIND FARE 1 
^ AGAINST RAD! A - ^ 

^ rff TION BURNS, LITTLE 

HUMANS. WE HA VE 1 

FfifM TO LEARN 

► clean: 

h CL BAN > . V- m 


forever: 

- gaaa utt- 

forever: 







f Again, /p/e, 

ON A STAGE /N 
LOS ANGELES- 


INTENSITY BUILDS. 
THE GENTEEL CROWD 
WAITS BREATHLESSLY. 
WILL THEY SEE DEATH 
FIRSTHAND? 


THE 

TRUNK IS 
LOWERED 
TO THE 
STAGE. 


THE HUSHED 
AUDIENCE IS 
TERRIFIED. 
NO NORMAL 
HUMAN BEING 
COULD HAVE 
SURVIVED TH/S 
LONG- FIVE 
M f NOTES f- 
W/THOUTA/R . 


HE HASN'T 
GOT OUT YET 
HARRY SAID 
RAISE IT 
AFTER FIVE 
JMINUTES' , 


ONCE MORE, 
HARRYHOUD/N) 
HAS MYSTIFIED 
THEM, 


THANK 

YOU/ 

YOU'RE 

TOO 

KIND/, 


r 1 A COUPLE — "N 
MORE MANACLES V 
AND I WOULDN'T'VE 
HAD THE SECONDS ^ 
■\ TO SLIP AWAY f 
-SAND BACK if 

PERHAPS^N 
/ 1 CAN WORK THAT 1 
{ "DIVERTED EXPLO- J 
\ SION "GIMMICK T 
_ T INTO MY SHOW. V 


i OF COURSE, 
°7A2 MIGHT 
HAVE SOME- 
THING TO SAY 
^ AGAINST f 
iv THAT. J 


> LUCKY *\ 
FOR HIM, \ 
I'LL HAVE < 
TO SAVE J 
‘ THAT ^ 
ENCORE FOR 
ANOTHER 

b day. 


A AkltK.rT R 
MY PUBLIC. 
I RETURN < 
FOR YOU YET 
t AGAIN/ ^ 


WHERE'S 
HIS ' 

' CAPE? 1 









CONSIDER > 
YOURSELF 
LUCKY I DIDN'T 
DECIDE TO 
TIE ONE ON 
BEFORE I . 
v STARTED. S 


V LISTEN ,\» 

AL. I’M V 
DOING THE I : j 
. BEST I / J 
V. can. ^ I 

A SO A 

LITTLE 

RESPECT AND 
THANK FULNESS 
MIGHT NOT 
KILL YA~ 
v YOU THINK ? A 


THEN I'D 
REALLY BE 
SHAKY-v 

[GET IT?/ 


WATCH 

IT, YOU 

BUTCHER 


IN A CITY OF A 
MILLION VOICES. 
WE FOCUS OUR 
ATTENTION UPON 
TWO IN PARTICULAR 


ONE IS THE 
CURRENT RULER 
OF NEW YORK'S 
HIDDEN BACK 
STREETS- A 
FIGURE WHOSE 
LIFE HAS GROWN 
AS TWISTED AS 
THE MATTED HAIR 
OF THE STRAY 

DOGS WHICH 
WANDER THOSE 
SAME ALLEYWAYS. 


I CAN 

C0N1AIN 

MV5BF. 


SETTLE 
DOWN, 
YOU BIG 
BABY. 


... BUT 

f when you A 

SfllD YOU'D 1 
HAD SOME 

woicm 
ttrewriee. i 
ASSUME YOU 
MEANT MOW 
THAN JUST THE 
BARBARIC, j 

k <srat*e-m m 

V KIND. Ja 


CRIPES 


r YOU'D 
THINK I WAS 
MURDERIN' 

YA OR 

.SOMETHING.. 


THE OTHER 

BELONGS TO 
ONE OF THE 
MANY HOME 
LESS UNDER 
THIS NEW 
SENTINEL'S 
WATCHFUL 
EYE.., 


... ONE WHOSE 
GRATITUDE IS 
NEARLY BEYOND 
WORDS. 


NOW 

STOP 

MOVING 


EVERY- 
ONE'S A 
FRIGGIN 
CRITIC. 


r THERE / ' 

that just 

ABOUT DOES 
IT. BY THE WAY, 
I FORGOT TO 
ASK-- HOW'D 
YOU GET THAT 
NASTY GASH 
t. ANYWAY? j 




if ~ j 

m- *. \tl 

rJLCi.L * L 

nK\ <] F 





RAN INTO 
50MC 3010 
IN BLACK.* 


$ SEE ISSUES 19 AND 20 
NOT Our YETf ' Tm- 







RO? HOW 
VO J 
LOOK? _ 


COME 

HERE 

lemme 

SEE 


r 6 obW 

OtV YOU 
HEAR WHAT 
kl 5Aip? 


r THAT WAS QUITE > 
A BEAUTY YOU HAD 
THERE. BUT I'lM 
TELUN' YA, NO ONE'S 
GOING TO NOTICE THE 
DIFFERENCE. , 

V TRUST ME ! A 


BIG, BAD ^ 

BOBBY \ 

SAVES THE DAY } 
ONCE AGAIN iJk 


YOU KNOW, IF 
I WASN'T SUCH A 
LOSER, I'D THINK 
I WAS A WINNER ! 


W BUT TO BE ^ 
r COMPLETELY HONEST,” 
I REALLY DON'T SEE 
WHY WE GOTTA WORRY 
ABOUT YOUR VANfTY- 
I MEAN, ITS NOT LIKE 
THAT HAMBURGER HEAD 
OF YOURS WAS A 

k WORK OF ART TO A 
. BEGUN WITH. 


THANKS 
FOR THE PICK 
ME - up. 


AWW 


C'MON 

AL. 


quit BEING 
SUCH A BIG rOOPI 
THINGS ARE WORKING 

. OUT GREAT I 


AND 

THE 

BEST 

PART? 


I DIDN'T EVEN HAVE TO 
USE MY OWN SHOELACE/ 


STOLE THIS ^ 
PUPPY FROM ONE 
OF THEM DORKS 
OVER ON 52tid . 


WHAT 
COULD BE 
BETTER? 






d/l "A 

IL \ 'fcj\ .| 

r \ _ 






l! 



7 

[ 







r THEN THE 
DOCTORS-- WITH 
ALL THEIR SO-CALLED 
POWERS-TOLD ME 
_ THEY COULDN'T 
HELP. 


^ LOOK, AL, I ^ 
K KNOW I'M NOT THE 
BEST LOOKER IN TOWN 
AND DON'T HAVE MUCH 
OF A LIFE, BUT I USED 
TO BE MARRIED, TOO. 
SAINT OF A WOMAN . PUT 
UP WITH ME FOR OVER 
. TWENTY YEARS. ALWAYS 
THERE FOR ME. ^ 


THIS WOMAN 
WHO WAS A SAINT, 
THEY COULDN'T EASE 
HER SUFFERING. ^ 


^NOTHWC 6000 \ 
r K HAPPENING. 1 

every TiMe x make 

A Move, THERE' PE 
SOME CREEPS OUT 
THERE TRYING TO 
. MAKE A NAME 
LfcR THEM5ELVE< . 


THEN THESE ^ 
BUGGERS MADE M E 
SIGN PAPERS TO 
PULL THE PLUG 


BLAM. END OF 
GAME. 


MET HER AT "v. 
r A CHURCH FUNCTION^ 
IN ’57. PRETTIEST GAL 
BY FAR . Y'KNOW, PEOPLE 
TAKE THOSE KINDS OF 
THINGS FOR GRANTED. I 
KNOW I DID. TWENTY^— 
. THREE YEARS OF ^ 
^HAPPINESS-THEN /2 n 


r^- 

YOU CAN f 

Y SEE HOW WELL 
I'VE HANDLED IT \ 
SINCE. WASN'T MAN > 
ENOUGH TO PICK UP 
THE PIECES AND CARRY 
ON, SO I WALLOWED , 
IN SELF-PITY / 

ft. ‘TIL I LOST A \ 

> EV'ETPYTHING.^-r 


W 1 06W TO ^ 
FKN OW WHAT gOOpl 
r AND 0AP MEANT. 

NOW N<5‘6 

screwed up. heaven. 

HELL. DEMONS. MAGIC. 
l YOU NAME if. TrieY'RE 
ft ALL AFTER ME ON A 
V SOME LEVEL. A 


ft IT'S 

CANCER ^ 
OF THE BRAIN. I 1 
DON'T RECOMMEND A 


I'M 

SORRY, 

ROBEY. 


HOW'S 1 
THAT 
MAKE YOU 
FEEL? 


PRAlNEP 


I'M MENTALLY 
TIRED OF IT ALL . 
THIS ISN'T WHAT I 
WANTED. NONG 
^ OF THIS. 


ft IT ATE ^ 
r AWAY AT THAT 
WOMAN LIKE 
ACID. BY THE 
TIME THE END CAME 
ft SHE DIDN'T KNOW 
kl WHO I WAS .A 


► I DON'T \ 
WANT YOUR PITY. 
THAT'S NOT THE 
POINT. I JUST 
DON'T WANT YOU 
TURNING OUT TO BE 
LIKE ME OR THE 
V OTHER GUYS;^! 

9^ WE LOOK 
W^L UP TO YOU, 


COULDN'T 
~ EAT. CRAP. ^ 
MOVE , NOTHING. 

IN SPITE OF (TALL, 
THOUGH, SHE DIDN'T 
PUT UP A FUSS. 
DIDN'T WANT TO . 

ft. BOTHER mX- A 

ONE. 


r l JUST WANTED ^ 
MY Wipe. JUST MY 
WIFE. NOTHING ELSE 
DOES THAT MAKE 
ANY 5EN5E- 
^ BOgBY? 


ESPECIALLY 
NOT ME. 


T i- I 


f : i 



; 


l 

II if 

rl 



— 







'LISTEN TO WE 
BLUBBERING LIKE 
A TWD -YEAR -OLD. 

^ WHAT I'M' 
^7 TRYING TO 

- f SAY IS THAT 
'A YOU'RE. 


YOU NEED TO 
FIND YOUR ANSWERS 
DOIT. JUST DON'T 
LOSE SIGHT OF WHAT 

you already 

^ HAVE. vC 


SINCE YOU X/ 
Y SHOWED UP, THINGS > 
HAVE BEEN STRANGE 
AROUND HERE. WELL, 
(MAYBE ITS YOU, MAYBE 
NOT. WHO CARES. WHAT 
I DO KNOW IS THAT THE 
k BOYS AND I LIKE . 
-V HAVING YOU A 
'YY AROUND. 


■ MAKES US ^ 
FEEL A BIT COCKY, 
IF YOU KNOW 
l. WHAT I MEAN . . 









r IF YOU CAN'T 
PICK UP THE PIECES, 
THEN YOU AIN'T ANY 
w BETTER THAN US. . 


FOR OUR 
SAFETY, WE 
NEED YOU TO 
BE MORE THAN 
^ THAT. ^ 


WE ALWAYS ^ 
THOUGHT YOU WERE 
MORE THAN THAT . 


THANKS 
306 . 


THANKS A 
WHOLE LOT. 


r »T'S TIME A 

i started 1 

TAKING CONTROL 
lOFTHI^UFE. a 


YO(J TELL 
THE 6I/YS NOT 
TO WORRY. 
EVERYTHING 
WILL BE FINE. 


IS HE„ * — -v 
COOL ? OR 
„ WHAT? 


SPAWN THEN DISAPPEARS 
INTO THE BLACK OCEAN 
OP SHADOWS, LEAVING 
BEHIND ONE OF HIS 
MANY ADMIRERS. 



unfortunately, 

IT'S TRUE, 

,, MR. WYNN. ^ 


WE'RE 

SORRY, 

SIR. 


^ THESE NEW \ | 

r reports came in N| 

DURING YOUR RECENT 1 
DISAPPEARANCE . W6 1 

JUST NOW RECEIVED THE 
FINISHED BRIEF. AFTER I 
EXTENSIVE CROSS- ( 

CHECKING, WE'VE HAD 
TO CONCLUDE THAT AGENT 
FITZGERALD SHOULD BE 
NO LONGER CONSIDERED 
A MAJOR SUSPECT 
. BEHIND THE RECENT 
\ SECURITY BREACHES .> 






...HIS AMBITIONS STEAM - 
ROLLINS OVER ANY 
INNOCENTS IN MIS WAY. 


PRESENTLY, THE 
LOCAL POLICE ARE 

monitoring him, and 

THERE ARE TEN F.B.I. 
AGENTS ON THE CASE AS 
WELL. SHOULDN'T WE 
CALL (TOFF, POSSIBLY 
t TARGET ANOTHER 
OF OUR SUSPECTS'^ 


^ ASSIGN ” 

SOME men to 

COVER HIS WIFE. 
MS. BL AKE IS NOT 
TO BE TRUSTED 

_ either . ^ 


n 

m w 

1 1 

in 


CONTINUE 
SURVEILLANCE 
AS USUAL . 


TRAPPED. IT’S NOT A POSITION 
JASON WYNN HAS FOUND 
HIMSELF IN VERY OFTEN. HIS 
TWO-DAY DISAPPEARANCE* 
HAS FURTHER COMPLICATED 
THE SITUATION- THE PRESIDENT 
WASN'T SATISFIED WITH WYNN'S 
EXPLANATION. TO PULL MEN 
FROM AN OPERATION WOULD 
BE A CLEAR ADMISSION OF 
ERROR ... 


...AND WEAKNESS. 


HAVE IT 
DESTROYED, 


NOW 


F 


YOU 


EVER 


QUESTION MY 
ORDERS AGAIN 
I'LL HAVE YOU 
. KILLED, ^ 








THEN WAIT 
FOR FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


BUT, SIR-- 

THE REPORT ' 
ARE YOU SURE 
v THAT,., 


BY THE 
WAY, AGENT 
ROENICK.,, 




Thus, wynn 

PROTECTS HIMSELF 
FROM ANY PERCEIVED 
WRONGDOING AND 
REINFORCES MIS 
AUTHORITY. 


A COVERT DIRECTOR 
OF THE CM., JASON 
WYNN RUNS M/S OFFICE 
WITH NEAR IMPUNITY... 


FITZGERALD 
REMAINS OUR 
PRIME TARGET. 




ISSUES 1 6 TO IS - 










WHAT 

THE 

HECK?! 


MR. FITZGERALD, 
I COULDN'T STOP 
THEM, SfR ... 


EXCUSE ME, 1 
GENTLEMEN! 
MR. FITZGERALD 
IS EXTREMELY 
BUSY. HE DOESN'T 
w HAVE TIMETO-j 


A THAT'S N-. 
OKAY, JULIA - \ 
I'LL SEE THEM. \ 
YOU CAN HAVE I 
THE REST OF J 
^HE DAY OFF.y 

Mir ncw^N 

nf 1 ' WHAT 

MAY I DO 
•, M FOR YOU 
A TWO? y 


< MOVE' 

IT, LADY! 
WE NEED 
A WORD 
WITH 
YOUR 
YBOSS. j 


^ YOU THINK^- 
YOU'RE PRETTY 

SUCK- - 

DON'T YA, 

S. FfTZY ! 

/WELL , N. 
THE WORD'S \ 
OUT ON YOU* \ 
BUD. TURNING L 
ON YOUR OWN 
v KIND. fsk. yy 


I'M ’I 

Afraid I 

CAN'T LET 
YOU DO THAT, 
GENTLE- 
MEN. A 


OS\ 

YES 

YOU 

CAN ! 


YET ANOTHER VISIT FROM THOSE 
HE HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED 
FRIENDS. THIS TIME. TERRY 
FITZGERALD FACES REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF THE F.B.I. 


YOU SEE , YOU'VE \ 
ATTRACTED THE 
PERSONAL INTE REST OF 
ME AND THE BOYS. 
SOUTHING'S GOING A 
TO TURN UP. AND IF 
IT DOESN'T.., 


r GUYS LIKE YOU > 
MAKE OUR JOB TWICE 
AS HARD. WE GOT 
ENOUGH PROBLEMS 
UWITH THE CIVILIANS S 


r ... I BET 
WE FIND 
SOMETHING 
ODD 

, ANYWAY. 


/ YEAH. ' 
And we 
DON'T LIKE 
PROBLEMS 
WITH ONE 
, OF OUR 
V OWN. j 


YOU'RE 
GOING DOWN 
FITZGERALD. 


EXACTLY. )f 


TECHNICALLY, 
YOU'RE CLEAN,. 
BUT I PROMISE 
YDU,7H4T 
. WON’T LAST. 


TERRY CAN ONLY STAND 
IN SILENCE AS THE THREATS 
AND INNUENDO SLICE 
EVER DEEPER. HIS MIND 
RACES. HE AFFECTS CALM. 






r SHUT UP, 
WEASEL. AIN'T 
NOTHING GOING 

TO SAVE YOUR NECK 
tv TURNCOAT. > 


GUYS, 

PLEASE 

LISTEN.. 


NOW 
GET YOUR 
PHONE. 


^ HI, SWEETY. Y 
JUST CHECKING TO 
MAKE SURE YOU DIDN'T 
FORGET OUR DINNER 
v DATE TONIGHT. 


/ GREAT. I HAVE X 
/ MARYANN E COMING X 

' OVER TO BABYSIT CYAN. YOU 
SHOULD HAVE SEEN HER AT 
THE PARK TODAY. STILL WON'T 
GO DOWN THE SLIDE BY HERSELF 
MADE ALL THE KIDS WAIT fN 
V LINE' SHE FINALLY MADE , 

X MEGOUPANDeFF / 

/>" V HER. / 

I WHAT — 

\ A KID/ i 


NO, WANDA 
I DIDN'T. 


^ ^WYWAYS, 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO BE LEAVING 
THE OFFICE 
V SOON? ^ 


HE HAS BEEN 
HARASSED BY EVERY 
MAJOR SECURITY 
FORCE IN OUR NATION. 


JASON WYNNS DISPLEASURE IS 
FELT IN AGENCY AFTER AGENCY. 
WHEELS HE SETS IN MOTION SPIN w/ . 
IN ALL DIRECTIONS, HIS MOTIVES .. 
ARE NOT QUESTIONED. 



I JUST 

FINISHED A 

MEETING. 


^ BETTER X 
WATCH YOUR SACK, 
FITZY, 'CAUSE THERE 
AIN'T NO ONE 
WATCHIN' out for. 
nv it now. y 


IMPORTANT 


NOTHING 

SPECIAL. 


TOUCH 


1 j 

1 





J 













WASr 

MOW. 

SIR- 


maybe 

1?//sU 

JOG YOUR 
MEMORY'! 


NOW, LET'S 
TRY THIS 
AGAIN. 


YEAH, 

YEAH. I'LL M ' 
WRITE UP A 
REPORT., .JL0& 

^ ... MAKE 
r SURE 1 GET A 
EVERYTHING 
DOWN FOR YOUR 

Ik lawyer. > 


^ LIKE THAT 
POUND AND A HALF 
OF CRACK IN YOUR ifcjiSEStSw 
CAR, NOT TO MENTION ^ 

THE ILLEGAL OF COURSE, X 
► FIREARMS. . ■■ I CAN SEE HOW 

^3|ej- "7 AN UPSTANDING 

M|i(: CITIZEN LIKE YOUR- 

-v\ SELF WILL BE TAKEN 
V\M?P \ AT HtS WORD IN , 

iU|«W \THIS INCIDENT. S 


WHAT D'YA 
THINK, 
TWITCH? 


" I'M > 

LOOKING 
FOR A 
NEW JOB 
TOMORROW, 

l sir . y 







GOD, I LOVE 
HIS SARCASM 


aUM ME ' 

» FAT BOY / 4 

I AIN'T GIVING 
YOU NOTHING/ 


I KNOW 

MY RIGHTS 


r WELL, HERE'S^ 
THE SET-UP. YOU, 
MY LITTLE SCUMBAG 
JIMMY, HAVE TWO 
DAYS TO GET ME 
CTH£ INFO I WANT, j 


DO 1 
MAKE 
MYSELF 


LIKE THE RIGHT 
TO DO BUSINESS 
WITH THOSE HIGH 
SCHOOL KIDS YOU 
KEEP SHOVING 
t YOUR DRUGS TO. j 


I GUESS 
THAT’S A 
RIGHT. 


r WON'T 
BE GOOD FOR N 
VOUR PROFES- 
SIONAL IMAGE 
IF YOU SUDDENLY 
HAVE TO PEDDLE 
YOUR STUFF 
FROM A WHEEL-. 
L CHAIR . A 


/ IF YOU \ 

f DO, N 

I'LL ONLY 
CONFISCATE 

Your drugs 

AND MAKE SURE 
YOU DON'T SET 
L UP SHOP A 
A. AGAIN. y\ 


DOESN'T 
LOOK COOL 
TO THE KIDS 


' l SAID ’ 
I DON'T 

KNOW 

ANYTHING 
ABOUT A 
GUY IN 
lit RED. A 


"..then i’ll make 

SURE YOU GET PUT ^ 
AWAY SO LONG YOU'LL ^ 
WISH YOU'D BOUGHT ] 
STOCK IN THE M 

^MSEUNE COMPANY.^^ 

do i make™ 

MYSELF 
MISTER SWEET 


YiAWVVWYO 


FOR DETECTIVES SAM BURKE AND 
" TWITCH'' WILLIAMS. N.YRD., AN 
OCCASIONAL SCOURING OF THE 'SKIN' 
DISTRICT IS JUST ONE OF THE ROUTINES. 
NOT MUCH THAT'S USEFUL CUES ITSELF 
UP WILLINGLY. THIS TIME AROUND, 
THOUGH, THEY HAVE A VESTED INTEREST 
IN A CERTAIN HERO FROM HELL. HAVING 
GLIMPSED HIS CAPE NOW A SECOND TIME*, 
THEY KNOW THE TRAIL IS STILL HOT.,. 


...THAT ITS JUST 
A MATTER OF 
FINDING THE 
RIGHT RAT TO 
LEAD THEM. 


* ISSUES S AND 14 - >T**v 


- r 


FOR THE NEXT 46 
HOURS. JIMMY LINDEN 
DISPLAYS REMARKABLE 
INITIATIVE AS RE DIGS 
FOR ANSWERS. 






ELSEWHERE IN THE CITY, AL SIMMONS HUDDLES 
QUIETLY IN THE DISCARDED WASTE OF THE 'REAL ' 
WORLD- CAMOUFLAGED BY THE MAKESHIFT 
BEDDING OF THE HOMELESS. 


DURING THESE LONELIEST HOURS , 
HE WONDERS HOW HE HAS BECOME 
SO DISTRACTED FROM THE SIMPLE 
GOAL OF THIS NEW UN-UFE : TO SET 
THINGS STRAIGHT WITH H/S WIDOW, 
WANDA BLAKE. 


GET UK MAN 
WE GOT 
TROUBLE 
AGAIN l 


HE'S NOT SURPRISED 
THEN AS ANOTHER 
COMPL ICATION CROPS UP. 


XSOME NAZhSKINHBAD 
IS OUT LOOKING FOR YOU 
SAYS HE WAS SENT BY THE 
MAFIA. SAYS HE'S GOING 
TO KNOCK A FEW HEADS 
UNT1LYOU SHOW. SAYS 
V YOU’RE A PUSSY / 


Another snarl in 

SIMMONS' TANGLED 
EXISTENCE. ANOTHER 
HOTSHOT LOOKING TO 
MAKE A NAME FOR HIM- 
SELF AT THE HEL L SPAWN'S 
EXPENSE. 


WHAT HE'D BEEN 
SELFISHLY CONSIDERING 
AS "DISTRACTIONS" HAVE 
SURFACED AS ACTUAL 
THREATS. THESE FOLKS ARE 
FAMILY NOW, UNDER HIS 
PROTECTION, AND AL 
SIMMONS IS AT HEART 
A FAMILY MAN. 


ON TOO MANY LEVELS, HIS 
FEELINGS ABOUT FAMILY 
AREN'T BEING MADE CLEAR 


IT'S TIME TO EMPHASIZE 
THAT POINT, LOUDLY AND 
WITH FEELING. 


-'ll 

,l|iJ 



- = *> -# 

'V 


jP 


1 — “7 












r I DON'T x 
GfVE A CRAP 
WHOSE SIDE 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
V ON... A 


I WANT 
ME YOUR 
MAGIC- 
MAN. 


/ WHAT KIND \ 
' OF SAVIOR 
LIVES ON 
THE STREETS? 
MUST BE SOME 
FRIGGIN ' 








YoU 

CAUtP, 


LONG FINGERS ENDING IN 
UNGODLY TALONS TEAR 
THROUGH CLOTH, FLESH 
AND MUSCLE... \ 


REACH 

bone... 


AND L OCK TIGHT. 


VV LIKE 
A MINUTE 

Of your 

. TtME. . 


GRIPES' 

MY 

ARM-/ 


J'M ^ 
60iM<? 
TO ASK 
ONLY 

om.. 


INCLU 

DING 

YOU. 


f WHO ^ 
SENT YOU, 
A NP WHERE 

PO 1 flNP 

. TMEMP > 


^LISTEN, ^41 

^ FREAK. YOU T 

DON'T KNOW WHO 
YOU'RE /WESS//V' 
With, when themoh 
. gets mad, people j 
V GET HURT. y$. 




THEY'LL " ; - 
HURT YOU . 
YOUR FAMILY. 
YOUR FRIENDS. 
EVEN YOUR FRfGGIN 
PETS. ^ 


DON'T 
YOU 
SCREW 
WITH 
THESE 
. GUYS. 


~ You t 

-TOOK Tri£ 
W0PP5 

RIGHT OUT 
Of MY 
k MOUTH, a 


SO DO ^ 
r YOURSELF 1 
A FAVOR AND 1 
GET OUTTA 
TOWN. IT'LL SAVE 
EVERYONE A LOT j 
k OF BLOOD. A 


SPAWN SAYS 
NOTHING- JUST 
CROUCHES OVER. 
HIM AND STARES. 


TWENTY SECONDS PASS. 


YOU CRAZY 


THEY'LL 


YOU 

HEAR?! 


1 w 

» > 

L ^0-3 

£\\l 

+UsTj J 

n 

i L 



















^ ';W *M ^w, S 



A '<Y1 A. 



% ’ \'X\i/ii J 'Vnll 

k 1 ■' U|l 










CHRIST 


^ CO MAKE JT3 
CORE YOU TAKE \ll 
A <500P HARP M 
^ LOOK - 

<5j|F -THEMES; 

^ f TEH YOUR ” 
If f eo« HE C001W r 

llfW'flYtW . 

LVanY worse. J 


NOT EYEN 
CLOSE ■ 


CO YOU TEUTl 
MtC TER.-? ^ 

^'"'GRAVANa 

: vt to 

V <S/M V7fVO 


r tHin| 

LfaTAC5?j/r 

HoW^N 
MANY OF HlC 
WHtpPiN6 poYf 
PO 1 NEEP TO 

^ CRANK ? * A 


* ISSUES 6 ANT? 7 


^YOLi TELL Mr.sravano^ 
THAT IE HE THINKS He CAN 

po any worse to me. 

.THEN I'LL SE WAITING-^ 


r OTHER' 
Wi$C, I'LL 
PE PAYING 
HtM A ViSit. 

PEAL. 

I SOON. 


r *&f//y 


T'M NOT 
VERY 

PATIENT 


CSS&S 





IS 

THAT 

SO? 


THE SUN'S FIRST LIGHT SKIMS 
MANHATTAN -- DARTING AMONG 
OFFICE TOWERS AND OCCASIONALLY 
TRICKLING TO ALREADY- BUSY 
STREETS. i Him , r 


IN THE SUITE POSITIONED TO 
CATCH THE FIRST GLEAM OF 
THAT LIGHT SITS VITO 
GRAVANO, A.K.A. VITO 
GRAVES, AKA. DRACULA ... 
MAFIA DON AND MADMAN 


YES, SIR, 
MR. GRAVANO. 


LOOKS LIKE THIS 
TOWN'S GOT ANOTHER 
HERO TRYING TO MAKE A 
NAME FOR HIMSELF. 


EXPENSE 


THANKS I 
FOR LAYING 
OUT THE TRAP, 
MR. STEWART. 
I HAVE NO 
FURTHER USE 
V FOR TOU. / 


Pardon? 


YOU'RE 
FIRED. YOU 
KNOW 
’ M THE WAY 
OUT. 














TESTY 

LITTLE 

CREEP. 


ANYWAYS 


I'M LOOKING ^ 
FORWARD TO A 
GREAT WEEK . 
5MITHERS, BRING 
ME UP TO 
DATE . ^4 


r WE'RE HAVING TO 
O A LfTTLE DIGGING 
>N THE LATTER TWO 
INCIDENTS. 


W SORTING OUT THE ^ 
CLOWN'S KILLING SPREE 
HAS BEEN EASIER. THERE'S 
NO QUESTION HE CARRIED 
OUT THE HITS ON THE 
OTHER DONS, AND . 
K THAT H £ ACTED A 

ALONE. 


t VIOLA TOR ‘TirrH 


CONTINUE 


r HE'S TERENCE 
FITZGERALD, AN 

operative for 

SOME ULTRA - 
\ COVERT 
,V AGENCY. 


GET ME 
EVERYTHING 
YOU CAN 
ON HIM . . 


AS YOU KNOW, SIR, WE'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR LINKS BETWEEN THE 
MURDERS OF YOUR ASSOCIATES AND 
SOME OTHER DISRUFTIVE SITUATIONS... 
THE MATTER OF THAT LITTLE FAT CLOWN, 
THE DISMANTLING OF THAT HIRED GUN 
OVERT-HILL , AND THE INVASION OF 
YOUR OFFICE BY A COSTUMED 
VIGILANTE. 

CALLING IN THE 
AVMONfSHER TO DEAL 
WITH THE CLOWN WAS A 
BRILLIANT MOVE, SIRA 




REGARDING THE 
OVERT-KILL 
SITUATION, WE 
HAVE SOME 
NEW LEADS 


WE HAD 
DRAWINGS 


MADE OF THE 
WEAPONS YOU 
DESCRIBED, 
AS USED BYTHE 
COSTUMED, 

\ invader* 




OUR PEOPLE AT the F.B.I. AND C I A 
BOTH CONFIRM THE THEFT OF 
THOSE WEAPONS. THE FIREPOWER 
WAS EASILY SUFFICIENT TO PIERCE 
OVERT- KILL'S ARMOR 


IT TOOK SOME 
ARM-TWISTING, BUT 
WE GOT A NAME FOR A 
SUSPECT... SOMEONE 
WHO SEEMS TO HAVE 
STICKY FINGERS FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL FILES, 
AS WELL. 








YOU see, S WITHERS, 

I HAVE A CERTAIN 
REPUTATION, ONE 
WHICH I'M RATHER 
PROUD OF... 
UNDERSTAND? 




> — . 


fF I FIND 
OUT HE'S IN 
ANY WAY 
CONNECTED TO 
OUR MYSTERIOUS 
HERO, HIS BALLS 
ARE MINE' 

s bo. 

00 B W HELL/ 

d 0 8 J, 

EVEN IF 
HE'S NOT 
CONNECTED, 
0 \ WE'LL DUST HIM 
, V ANYWAYS' 

□ 

0 00 
a q e 
0 00 

a a b 

0 0 


immiiR 


l WILL 
NOT BE 
TRIFLED 
WITH. 


SOME GOVERNMENT 
GEEK WANTS TO PLAY 
GOOD-GUY, FINE. AS LONG 
AS HE DOESN'T CROSS 
MYBOUNDRIES- BUT!,.. 


„.TO COME INTO 
MY OFFICE 
AND SHOOT IT 
ALL TO HELL,,,/ 

WELL, 
SMITHERS, 
THAT'S NOT 
A SIGN OF WAR. 
THAT'S A SIGN OF 

SUICIDE ! 

HIS. 

MY ASSOCIATES 
ARE ALREADY TALKING 
BEHIND MY BACK. I 
NEED TO SEND A SIGN 
THAT'LL SILENCE 
THEIR SNIGGERING. 




THEN, GET ME A STATUS 
FILE ON OVERT- KILL'S 
CURRENT CONDITION. THEY 
SAID THEY'D BE DONE 
WITH HIM BY NOW” 


FOR NOW, 
I'D LIKE A 
FULL REPORT 
ON THE 
ADMONISHER'S 
PROGRESS. 


...THEY'D 
BETTER HAVE 
MORE THAN 
JUST A _ 
HEAD!! 1 ' 

CRIPFS. 

SMITHERS.,,. 

DEMONS? 

. HEROES . 

I CWimh DON'T' 
KNOW WHAT'S 
HAPPENING TO THIS 

damn city, but it'd 

BETTER KEEP CLEAR 

° F Aff/ 


A FEW 
DEATHS 
SHOULD DO 
THE JOB. 


YoOAfGSi oao. 
STRlKEFftE #4. 











AN UNEXPECTED NAME IN THE NEWS TODAY IS 
JASON WYNN, A PREVIOUSLY LITTLE-KNOWN DEPART- 
MENT HEAD AT THE C.I. A. WYNN RECEIVED A CLEAN 
BILL OF HEALTH FROM HIS DOCTORS- ACCORDING TO 
REPORTS RELEASED TODAY AND HAS ALREADY BEEN 
BACK AT WORK SINCE MONDAY. 

HE UNDERWENT SOME SIXTY PHYSICAL AND PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL tests After being discovered crumpled 
ON HIS OFFICE FLOOR THE PREVIOUS FRIDAY. THERE 
ARE STILL FEW DETAILS REGARDING HIS ABSENCE 
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY OF LAST WEEK, 
THOUGH ABDUCTION BVA HOSTILE AGENCY HAS 
NOT BEEN RULED OUT. 

WYNN CLAIMS NO RECOLLECTION OF ANYTHING THAT 
OCCURED DURING HIS ABSENCE. ACCORDING TO A 
WITNESS, THE DIRECTOR WAS SPIRITED MYSTERIOUSLY 
OUT OF A CI.A GYMNASIUM. THE DISAPPEARANCE 
LED TO AN EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH WHICH ENDED WHEN 
A NIGHT CUSTODIAN FOUND HIM. APPARENTLY, WYNN 
HAD SOMEHOW RETURNED UNDETECTED TO HIS OWN 
PRIVATE OFFICE ON THE TENTH FLOOR, WHICH WAS 
LOCKED FROM THE OUTSIDE. 


WHAT HAS DOCTORS CONCERNED IS WYNN'S 
UNEXPLAINABLE PARA-AMNESlA. REPEATED 
PROBES AND CAT. SCANS OF THE DIRECTOR'S BRAIN 
AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM HAS REVEALED NO 
INDICATIONS OF PHYSICALTRAUMA OR INVASIVE 
MANIPULATION OF ANY SORT. 

A HOSPITAL SPOKESPERSON, SPEAKING ON 
CONDITION OF ANONYMITY, EMPHASIZED THAT 
THERE IS NO SIGN OF INJURY WHATSOEVER AND 
THAT WYNN IS IN TOP PHYSICAL HEALTH. HOWEVER, 
HE WILL CONTINUE TO BE TESTED OVER THE NEXT 
SEVERAL WEEKS IN CASE 5IMILAR SYMPTOMS ARISE. 

WYNN WAS UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT, BUT HIS 
PERSONAL AIDE HAS RELATED THAT MR WYNN IS 
BACK TO WORK "IN FULL FORCE" AND PROCEEDING 
AS IF THE ENTIRE EVENT NEVER OCCURED. THE 
CIA., N.S A, AND NSC. ALL HAD NO COMMENT BUT 
THAT MR. WYNN IS BEING WATCHED CLOSELYFOR 
ANY SIGNS OF FUTURE ABNORMALITY. 


GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING/ LET'S GO OVER 
THE FACTS, IF THE C-I.A. DOESN'T MIND. A MEMBER 
OF THEIR DIRECTORATE DISAPPEARS, ala 'STAR 
TREK, ; " APPARENTLY OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH, 
AND THEN JUST SHOWS UP TWO DAYS LATER, 
THUMB IN HIS MOUTH, HUDDLED IN a FETAL BALL 
IN HIS OFFICE. HE REMEMBERSSOU/17, BUT 
THATS OKAY, 'CAUSE HE'S ONE OF THE GOOD OU 
BOYS. SO, THEY GET HIM TO PEE IN A CUP, A 
DOZEN TOP-SECURITY DOCTOR5 WRITE UFA 
DOZEN UNREADABLE REPORTS, AND THEY SEND 
HIM BACK TO WORK WITH AN APPLE IN HIS LUNCH - 
BOX. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY DECLARE IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN AN ENEMY ACTION AND YET DON'T 
BLINK AN EYE AT THE POSSIBILITY OURTOP SECRET 
BOY SCOUT IS COMPROMISE!?/ 

WAS HE KIDNAPPEDOR WASN'T HE? PERHAPS HE 
WAS OFF IN ARUBA WITH MISS MONEYPENNY- 
OUR TAX PENNIES AT WORK/ I BET IF YOU OR I 
TRIED THIS CRAP WE'D BE WALKING THE STREETS 
IN TEN SECONDS FLAT. I KNOWIXZ SLEEPBETTER 
KNOWING THAT BOYS LIKE THIS ARE IN CHARGE OF 
OUR NATIONAL SECURITY/ 







ft l ' Ter 


"BUT THAT DOESN'T MATTER. 
THESE G-MEN ARE ALL JUST 
INTERESTED IN PUSHING THEIR 
OWN PERSONAL AGENDAS... 


„ AND I'M NOT 
TALKING ABOUT 
PUBLIC S PR VICE 


'THESE HIGH AND 
HUGH TV GOVE R N - 
MENT FACTIONS ALL 
HAVE THEIR LITTLE 
WARS TO FIGHT, AND 
SMALL GUYS LIKE 
YOU AND ME KEEP 
GETTIN' IN THE WAY/ 


■ad 'Lull _ rtu j 


11 WELL, I JUST 
HOPE THERE'S 
SOMEBODY OUT 
THERE WITH 
ENOUGH GUTS 
TO STAND UP AND 
FIGHT BACK t " 





















THAT TRUST IS AN 
EXHAUSTIVELY 
HEAVY BURDEN. AS 
HEAD OFACCOUNTiNG, 
JOE HAS TO KEEP TABS 
ON ALL DETAILS OF 
TONY TWIST'S 
BUSINESS ACTIVITIES . 


THAT'S BECOME THE 
ESSENCE OF JOE SACtK'S 
LIFE. THE IS' HOUR 
WORK DAYS HAVE 
BECOME ROUTINE. / 


INFORMATION IS 
GATHERED. ORGANIZED. 
SANITIZED. CAREFULLY 
ACCOUNTED FOR. AN 
AUDIT WOULD SHOW 
A CLEAN, LEGAL 
OPERATION. 


NO 

SOCIAL 

LIFE. 


NO LOVE 
INTERESTS. 


d MAINTAINING 
1 THAT SHELL OF, 
LEGITIMACY A 
IS A MUST. / 


NO 

FRIENDS. 


MAYBE 

TOOMUCH 


/THE . 
r HIGHEST A 
PRIORITY. /A 


WALL THE 
f PIECES ARE 
eventually, 

7 RELEVANT, / 
AND THUS /A 
w he HAS /A 

W ACCESS TO 
T EVERY &/T // m 
OF DATA. //A 


, SO JOE 
t LABORS 
k TOWARD 
1 THAT END, 
L, KEENLY 
■ FIDDLING 
~ ALL THE 
BOSS' 
DEALINGS 
INTO CLEAR 


IN RETURN, 
HE HAS BEEN 
REWARDED 
WITH THE 
COMPLETE 
TRUST OF 
HIS BOSS' - 


GRAVANO 










THOUGHT 
I'D ANSWER 
HlS CALL . 


r YOU > 
SEE< THE 
FAT MANS 
BEEN ASKING 
. FOR ME. j 


- T WANT 
TO KNOW 
EXACTLY 
. WHERE 
C HE lG 


1 iwEAn 


r IF YOU PONT 
CLEAR UP THAT 
STUTTERING.. 


HE'S GONE! 

I MEAN, HE'S NOT 
HERE. HE WANTED 
TO CHECKUPON 
ONE OF HIS,., wh,„ 
BUSINESS MATTERS 


I'M GOING 
TO HAVE TO 
.KILL YOU. „ 


UNPER STANP 


YEAH, 

THAT'S 

IT/ 


NOW THAT WAS 
.CONVINCING 


S % PON'T A 
HAVE TIME TO 
MESS WITH THIS 
YOU JUST TELL 
ME WHERE 
VITO H ANP 
. T LET YOU 
HOME^J 


OTHERWISE, ^ 

weve eot usa 

PROBLEM^ Y'KNOW 
ms iVVHAT 1— /T> 






iU 

%5 





(MAKE A MOVE AND 
YOU'RE DEAD' STEP 
AWAY PROM (MR - SACIK, 
7, NICE AND SLOW. 

AND I 

slow. Hi 


PIVOTING SLOWLY, SPAWN 
GLOWERS WHILE CONSIDERING 
HIS NEXT MOVE. UNEXPECTEDLY, 
THAT DECISION IS MADE FOR HIM. 


WITHOUT WARNING, HIS 
CHAINS LUNGE FORWARD 
LIKE RATTLESNAKES/ THE 
SECURITY GUARDS D!DN‘ T 
KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT, 
BUT IT WASN'T THAT 7 


r MOW'D' 
YOU GET 
IN HERE 
ANYWAY? 


THEY REACT THE WAYTHEY 
KNOW BEST: VIOLENTLY. 


THIS NEW HELLSPAWN IS 
BECOMING LESS SURPRISED 
WHEN HIS COSTUME SPRINGS 
INTO ACTION. ITS LIFE IS 
JOINED TO HIS, HE KNOWS, 
SO IT HAS A STAKE IN HIS 
WELL-BEING. 


THE HERO ALLOWS HIM 
SELF A SLIGHT SMILE. 


■ L Y t f 

\\ a 

I m k 

AW 

W J 
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where 

WERE 


EXCEPT AT TAX TIME, JOE 
ISN'T REALLY GOOD AT 
DEALING WITH PRESSURE. 
HE KNOWS THERE'S NO 
TIME TO HIDE THE SENSITIVE 
PILES EVEN AS HE GRASS THEM, 
BUT CAN’T STOP HIMSELF. 



r WHAT 
HAvt VOlf 
6CT THERE 
^ JOE? 


KtnhHNG 




THl5 FiLE'5 

ON TERR*. 


^ J'U, ^ 

ffOWOMUG 

THE4E fOR AWHUE 
JOE . ^ 

vtf THANKS 


THE PAIR STANDS IN SILENCE, 
JOE REPLAYING THE LAST 
SIXTY SECONDS IN HIS MIND. 
HE GATHERS , ORGANIZES 
AND QUICKLY FORMATS THE 
INFORMATION. 


HE MELTS INTO 
A DARKENED 
CORNER. SECURITY 
PERSONNEL CAN 
FIND NO TRACE OF 
HIS VISIT. 









AS FOR 
JOE SAW C, 

THREE DAYS FROM 
NOW, HiS BODY 
WILL BE FOUND 
UNDER THE GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
BRIDGE. WITH HIS 
HANDS AND FEET 
VICIOUSLY SEVERED. 
DECAPITATED EVEN 
HIS GENITALS 
WILL BE MISSING. 

THE POLICE WILL 
CONDUCT A FULL 
INVESTIGATION, 
BUTIN THE 
ABSENCE OF ANY- 
THING IDENTIFIABLE 
ABOUT THE BODY, 
WILL HAVE TO 
CLOSE THE CASE OF 
JOHN DOE 1994-714. 


SUCH IS THE 
LIFE OF A 
TRUSTED 
EMPLOYEE OF 
VITO GRAVANO- 



JUST GOT 
OFF THE PHONE 
WfTH OUR 
SNITCH, JIMMY. 
SEEMS HE'S BEEN 
DOING HIS 
HOMEWORK. 




wmw-wMMui 


y ONE OF 
" THE BUMS HE 
KNOWS SAYS OUR 
HERO USUALLY 
HANGS OUT IN THE 
v SAME FOUR BLOCK 
X RADIUS. V 


^ I'VE ^ 

MAPPED IT 
OUT ALREADY 
^ SIR. ^ 


w 








A 









r IT SEEMS ^ 
OUR LITTLE WEB 
HAS FINALLY 
CAUGHT US 
■w A FLY. ^ 


r I KNEW ^ K- \V. r 
THAT JIMMY ^ If ii I 
WOULD COME ^ 
THROUGH FOR US- \/^M I FE 
THOUGH r DIDN'T l/M£ IrA/c 
EXPECT IT THIS LVV£ 

^ QUICKLY. 

7 — OBVIOUSLY 

OUR PERSONAL CHAT 
HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT 
. ft ON HIM. * IT S AMAZING 
HOW RESPECTED a 

us cops are. 


BY THE WAY ^ 
DID YOU EAT TH AT 
LAST JELLY DONUT'S 


I WAS 

LOOKING FOR- 
WARD TO THAT 
. ONE... ^ 


^ BUT THOSE ^ 
REDDISH GELATIN 
STAINS ON YOUR 
SHIRT MAY JOG 
.YOUR MEMORY 


SO I'LL 
BE SEEING YOU 
AT TEN ? _ 


COUNT 
ON IT, 
TWITCH 


r l GOT ME 
A LITTLE 
PAYBACK 
ON MY MIND, 


EVENING 

FRED. 


chomp 

Chomp 


LET'S GO 
TWITCH . 


r HOW'RE 
THINGS WITH ^ 
THE REN AND Y 
STtMPYQ F NEW 1 
WORK'S FINEST^^ 

,7 GOINGOUT ^ 
\{ TO CHASE MORE 
fv Tv GHOSTS? > 


HARASS ^ 
A FEW MORE 
OF THE 
HOMELESS £ 


C'MON, 
YOU C'N 
TELL 
v ME. . 


\ 

1 * 

r j -m* 

LJ 
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X\ NOTHER DAWN BREAKS OVER NEW YORK 
rWCITY. ONLY A FEW SPRINKLES OF SUNLIGHT 
PIERCE THE V6HTLY-DRAWN BUNDS OF 
THESE C- LA. OFFICE WINDOWS. IT'S AS IF 
THE STRUCTURE ITSELF RESISTS THE 
REVEALING LIGHT OF DAY. 


THE REPORTERS WHO COVER SECURITY ISSUES 
WOULD ENVY THOSE STRAY SUNBEAMS. THEY'VE 
LATELY HAD THEIR VERY POINTED QUESTIONS 
MET WITH CLEVERLY IRRELEVANT ANSWERS. THE 
COMPLETE TRUTH HAS BEEN LOCKED TIGHTLY 
AWAY. ALL ATTEMPTS TO SHED LIGHT ON ONE 
PARTICULAR NEW EMBARRASSMENT FOR THE 
AGENCY ARE POLITELY DIVERTED AND FIRMLY 
RESISTED. 

THOSE GLIMMERS OF THE RISING SUN CAST 
FAINT , ; FLUID, EERILY EVOLVING SHADOWS 
OVER THIS ORGANIZATION'S DIRECTOR. HE 
SITS ALONE AGAIN IN THE EXECUTIVE 
SUITE.,. PONDERING... CALCULATING. 


HIS NAME IS JASON WYNN. 


WHEN NOTICED AT ALL BY THE LARGER WORLD, HE 
IS REFERRED TO AS A MINOR DEPARTMENT HEAD IN 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE. IN CIRCLES THAT TRULY 
MATTER, THOUGH. WYNN'S AUTHORITY AND REPU- 
TATION DWARF EVEN THAT OF THE LATE J. EDGAR 
HOOVER. HE DIRECTS THE ULTRA- SECRET UNITED 
STATES SECURITY GROUP, THE NATION'S HIGHEST- 
LEVEL TASK FORCE. WITH JURISDICTION IN ALL 
SITUATIONS, DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN. ONLY THE 
PRESIDENT, HIS CABINET AND THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF ARE PRIVY TO HtS FINDINGS- STRICTLY 
ON A "NEED TO KNOW" BASIS, 


HOWEVER, RECENT EVENTS HAVE CAST DOUBT ON HIS 
CREDIBILITY. WYNN IS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN HtS TWO-DAY 
DISAPPEARANCE. * SOMEONE HAS LEAKED THE ODD 
CIRCUMSTANCES TO THE MEDIA. ALREADY, ENEMIES 
THROUGHOUT THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY HAVE 
BEGUN CIRCLING, LOOKING FORA WEAKNESS TO 
EXPLOIT. THE WHITE HOUSE fS UNHAPPY WUH HIS 
INABILITY TO ACCOUNT FOR THOSE TWO DAYS, AND IS ' 
ANNOYED TO BE READING ABOUT IT IN THE PAPERS. 
THE INTEREST OF THE PRESS IN THIS NEW- FOUND 
SCANDAL HAS, HtS ENEMIES SUGGEST, COMPROMISED 
THE MOTIVES BEHIND ANY OF HIS CURRENT 
INVESTIGATIONS. 

ONE OTHER SERIES OF INCIDENTS, IN WYNN'S OWN 
BACKYARD, IS POTENTIALLY VERY UGLY. TO WIT- A 
SECURITY BREACH AT A NEGLECTED UPSTATE 
ARMORY. MISSING ORDNANCE FROM SAME. 
CLOSER TO HOME, STOLEN PERSONNEL FILES. ONE 
SUSPECT HAS BEEN TARGETED-. TERENCE " TERRY " 
FITZGERALD, CLOSE FRIEND OF AN AGENT, AL 
SIMMONS, SECRETELY TERMINATED AT WYNN'S 
BEHEST. 

m> A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION 

jfk HAS PROVEN THA T FITZGERALD 

■ A. & CLEAN. UNFORTUNATELY, 

y im JASON WYNN CANNOT AFFORD 

If , _ l ( I EVEN THE APPEARANCE OF 

r J H PROFESSIONAL INADEQUACY. 

THEREFORE. THE FITZ- 
GERALD INQUIRY WILL 
CONTINUE. HIS GUILT 

IS PREDETERMINED. 

WYNN WILL NOT FALL . 


REPUTATION. POWER. 


THESE ARE THE 

BUILDING BLOCKS 
OF MADNESS. 





...THAT ONE OF THEIR OWN 
HAS TURNED ON THEM. THE 
ACCUSATION COMES FROM 
SO HIGH UP THAT IT GOES 
UNCHALLENGED. MEAN- 
WHILE, "CONCRETE EVIDENCE" 
HAS BEEN MANUFACTURED, 
APPROPRIATE TO SATISFY 
ANYONE'S QUESTIONS. 



1 MAN, 
WHAT A 
BORE/ 


■ I HATE * 
FILLING OUT 
THESE DAMN 
REPORTS. . 


ESPECIALLY 
WHEN I 
HAVE TO FILL 
’EM OUT IN 
RUSSIAN . 


WHAT 
A PAIN 


TERRY FITZGERALD 

CONCENTRATES ON HIS 
MONITOR, TRYING TO FORGET 
THE HARRASSiNG PHONE CALLS 
AND FACE-TO-FACE THREATS. 
PRACTICALLY EVERY LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OR INTELLI- 
GENCE AGENCY IN THE STATE 
HAS MADE THEIR DISPLEASURE 
KNOWN. 

HE IS GRATEFUL THAT WANDA 
IS UNAWARE OF THIS WITCH- 
HUNT. HIS FAMILY'S 
UNTOUCHED. 




COOL D THE DEB ACL EAT 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY * 

HAVE HAD SOMETHING 70 
DO WITH HIS PREDICAMENT? 
HE WAS NEVER CONFIDENT IN 
HIS FIELD ABILITIES- WAS 
HE BEING TESTED? IF SO, 
tT WAS NO HELP WHEN THAT 
UKRANfAN NUCLEAR SCIENTIST - 








TERRY': THE 
BOX ' IT'S - - 


WHAT IS IT?J 


X WHAT i 
KIND OF 
SICK PERSON 
WOULD DO 
. SUCH A, j 
K THING' 5 / ^ 



I'LL PHONE 
SECURITY. 


JULIA, DON'T 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF 
THIS. YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE THE THREATS 
BEGAN, TERRY'S 
FEELING SOARED. 

HE THOUGHT HE 
WOULD HAVE FIGURED 
OUT AND RESOL YEP 
THIS PROBLEM BY 
NOW. HE'S COME 
TO REALIZE HE 
WAS I WRONG. 


YES, 

THANKS 


WHAT \ v > 
DOES IT, \4 

MEAN?! J % 


POSSIBLY 
DEAD WRONG. 


r 



Wh y 



PP^' - / 



■ >/ - ' / 

B ( ltAM 








BACKSTREETS, AL SIMMONS, THE HELL- 
SPAWN, SITS ON A THRONE OF WASTE AND 
DEBRIS. IT WAS ASSEMBLED BY THE HOME- 
LESS NOW UNDER H/S PROTECTION: H/S 
FIRST INSTINCT WAS TO SCOFF AT THEIR 
HANDIWORK BUT WHAT ELSE COULD THEY 
HAVE BUILT TO SUPPORT HIS 400- POUND 
MASS? GRACIOUSLY, HE ACCEPTED THEIR 
GIFT, WHICH FORMALIZED HtS ROLE AS THE 
BOWERY'S DARK PROTECTOR.., 


THEY NEED HIM 
TO PLAY THE PART. 


TO BE THEIR 
SAVIOR. THEIR 
NEW-FOUND GOD. 


HE'S GRATEFUL - IP A BIT UN- 
COMFORTABLE- FOR THEIR 
DEVOTION. YET IT'S THE FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS FROM HIS 
PREVIOUS, HUMAN LIFE, WHO 
FILL HIS THOUGHTS. NOW 
BACK FROM THE DEAD, HE HAS 
AN UNHOLY MISSION. TO HIS 
DISMAY, HE FINDS THIS IS 
HAVING DfRE REPERCUSSIONS 
AMONG THOSE HE LEFT 
BEHIND. 


VffO 



% 

1 





AN additional control circuit has 

SEEN INSTALLED. IT WILL OVERRIDE 
V ANY HOMING SIGNALS SENT 
^ OUT BY Ol 1R OPPONENTS ^ 


THE SAME ^ 
ASSAULTS USED 
IN THE PAST WOULD 
NOW BE RATHER 
^ USELESS. v| 


/w 


I KNEW I 
COULD COUNT 
ON YOU AND 
YOUR BOYS. 


r THERE IS 
ONGS LIGHT 
PROBLEM/ 

► SIR. j 


r ADDITIONAL MODIFICA- 
TIONS WERE MADE TO 
HIS BARRIUM ARMOR. 
WHILE COMBAT DAMAGE 
TO HIS EXO-SKELETON IS 
v ALWAYS POSSIBLE, THIS 
Cv WILL KEEP IT 
MINIMAL 


^ IT SEEMS WE WEREN'T ^ 
W able to COMPLETELY WIPE 
f SOME OF HIS MEMORIES. 
THERE ARE A FEW 1MPULSE- 
WAVES THAT INCLUDE DATA ON 
L THE GOVERNMENT'S YOUNG - 
V BLOOD TEAM THAT 
k. IGNORED OUR 'DELETE' s 
COMMANDS. 


DO I MAKE 
MYSELF 
CLEAR? 


— 


1 


' ' r~L ■ ...i: 


I'M NOT 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS 
MEMORY. I 
NEED HIM READY 
TO GO TONIGHT', 
WE'VE HAD 
ANOTHER VISIT 
TO IWY OFFICE BY 
THAT COSTUMED 
FREAK/ I WANT 
OVERT-KILL OPERA- 
TIONAL A,SJ IP.' 







^-riM GOING TO 
CLEANSE MYSELF OF 
TWO RATHER LARGE 
NUISANCES THIS 
EVENING. ONE SHOULD 
.BE NEARLY FINISHED-^ 


r THE ^ 
r OTHER ' 
SHOULD 
BE GETTING 
HIS INVITE 
TO TONIGHT'S 
PARTY RIGHT 
, NOW. J 


PHONE ^ 

MY OFFICE 1 

AS SOON 
AS HE'S 

. MOBILE. IN THE ^ 
S- w ■ MEANTIME, 
W lW I NEED TO 
T !■ CHECK UF ON 

another 

L OF MY... 

\ l^^JSfTUA TIONS. 


*SE£ VtOLAlQR MiNt-SERiES, £ - - 7W 


IJUM 


















THAT'S HOW TERRY 
FEELS AT THE MOMENT. 
IN HIS RUSH TO GET 
HOME TO SEE IF HIS 
FAMILY IS ALRIGHT, HE'D 
FORGOTTEN THAT TODAY 
IS WHEN WANDA AND 
THE BABY GO TO VISIT 
GRANDMA BLAKE. 


NORMALLY. 


HEHASN'TBEEN 
ABLE TO GET THEM 
ON THE PHONE. 


please, 
be okay, 
wanda 


MAYBE THEY DIDN'T MAKE IT? MAYBE 
THEY'RE IN TROUBLE ALREADY? 
QUESTIONS RACE WIL DL Y THROUGH HIS 
MIND. HE CURSES HIS GROWING 

PARANOIA. AS A TRAINED 
SECURITY OPERATIVE, 

HE EXPECTS BETTER 

OF HIMSELF. 


BUT NO. 


UL 


\ AGAIN, HE LOOKS OUT 
THE WINDOW. AGAIN, 

\ HE SEES AN UNMARKED 


x CAR WITH TWO CL A. 
* STIFFS 


ONLY ONE 

thought 

REPEATS. 


HE'D SPOTTED 
THEM ON HIS 
FRANTIC 
DRIVE HOME. 


THEY PARKED RIGHT OUT 
FRONT. IT'S OBVIOUS 
THEY WANT HIM TO KNOW 
HE'S BEING TOYED WITH. 

I V\ 11 MIlH 


HIS PARANOIA 
IS OBVIOUSLY 
NOT UNFOUNDED. 










Andy, 

ISN'T THAT 
A COUPLE OF 
GRAVANO’S 
^ GOONS? j 


WHILE JERRY TRIES TO COME 
TO GRIPS WITH THE SITUATION, 
A DARK SEDAN PULLS UP 
BEHIND THEC.X.A. VEHICLE. 


DON'T TELL ME 
FITZGERALD'S IN 
CAHOOTS WITH THE 
MOB, 700?/ MAN, HE'S 
COMPLETELY 
^ FLIPPED SIDES l 


r LOOK AT THE 
HARDWARE 
THEY'RE PACKIN 
BETTER CALL 
L IN, PHIL > . 


THIS ONE BELONGS TO 
A COUPLE OF VITO 
GRAVANO'S LEGBREAKERS. 


4.U lLLILLj l- 


WE DON'T 
HAVE TIME! 


THE GOVERNMENT BOYS 
TAKE IMMEDIATE NOTICE. 


WHAT THE 
HELL"? 


ANDY, ^ 
GETCW THE 
^RADIOS - 


LET'S 
GET "EM 
LOUIE ! 






ALL OF YOU 
JUST 


TERRY BOLTS FROM HIS HOUSE, 
CARRYING HIS O WN HIGH- 
POWERED R/FL E. HE HAS TO 
END THIS MADNESS. / 


OUT OF 


s - - ^ 




THIS IS NOT H 
RATIONAL MOVE. 



■DU I ^ 
OODDAMN 
JR/A/TOR/ 




THANKS 
FOR THE 
PAUSE, , 
IDIOTS f 







FINAL L Y, THE GUNS FALL SILENT 



LISTEN UP, 

FITZGERALDS 
I KNOW YOU 
CAN HEAR US: 


A WE'VE > 
f GOT YOUR WIFE 
AND GIRLS IF 
YOU WANT TO SEE 
EITHER OF THEM 
AGAIN i YOU BE 
IN THE ALLEY 
BETWEEN FIFTH 
v AND SIXTH AT 
27tk-- A 


MIDNIGHT. f J-y%0 


AND YOU'D 
BETTER BE 


<P-S -tfi. 



IT'S AT THIS MOMENT THAT TERRY'S 
WORLD BECOMES DEVOID OF REALITY. 

HE ISN'T AWARE THAT THE MAFIA 
WtSEGUYS WERE LYING. WANDA, CYAN 
AND GRANDMA BLAKE WERE ACTUAL!. Y 
AT A PARK , QUIETLY OBSERVED BY 
SOME OF GRAVANO'S MEN THEY CALLED 
THIS INFORMATION IN TO THE THUGS 
AT TERRY'S DOORSTEP, WHO WERE THEN 
TO PASS HIM THE BOGUS 'KIDNAP' STORY 


OF COURSE, TERRY WOULD 


\ MEDIATELY 


CHECK ON GRANDMA'S HO< 


THIS WOOL D MAKE THE 
BLUFF THAT MUCH 
MORE CONVINCING. 


WHAT THE mobsters HADN'T 

FORSEEN WAS THE PRESENCE 
OF THEC.I.A. 


THIS COMPLICATION 
WAS EASILY RESOLVED. 


NOW, TERRY STANDS OVER THE 
TWO DEAD G-MEN. THESECURtTV 
AGENCIES HAD NOTHING BUT 
WYNN'S UES TO FOLLOW UNTIL 
NOW. NO WAY THEY'LL BEL/EYE 
A COUPLE OF HITMEN HAPPENED 
ALONG AND HAD A SHOOT-OUT 
ON HiS FRONT LAWN. 


AS THE SOUND OF SIRENS 
DRAWS CLOSER, AND THE 
NEIGHBORS START TO PEEK 
THROUGH THEIR CURTAINS, 
TERRY DOES THE ONLY 
THING HECAN THINK OF. 


HE RUNS. 








Hours later. 


He'S CotfW&f 

JUST UKEYOU5/W? 
fcOVER ON SIXTH.' 


THEN THE 
FILES IVEFE 
CORRECT- _ 


The DOCUMENTS 
PROCURED BY SPAWN 
FROM VITO GRAVANO'S 
OFFICE MAD MENTIONED 
OVERT- KIL L 'S MIDNIGHT 
APPOINTMENT... 


YOU'D BETTER ^ 

Hurry, man, 'cause 

SOME BLACK DUDE 
IN A SUIT IS RIGHT 
. IN HIS SIGHTS - ^ 


THAMK4 
fOft TriE 

WAPrW- 


r I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHO HE IS 
BUT THAT 


HE DON'T 
STAND A 
CHANCE. 


WHATEVER 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO DO-- 

Please-- BE 

a CAREFUL, . 


r IVE 60 T 

a Little 

HELP 

tucked 
, AWAY 


THIS IS 
SERIOUS 


l 

j 

Kite 

m 

Ik? 


















NICE TO SEE YOU 
A<5AIN, HERO. 


VV'a r*d a . 

Cyan . 

I lov# you 


A SOFT WHISPER 
PASSES HIS UPS AS 
HE PREPARES HO PIE. 


r ■ 

m Ill 



Wi 

ji 








' VMWQ 

j m -em 


ON ANY LEVEL 


tJ’ClS J 'T 
MOVE . 


PANIC 


HE HAD BURIED THE 
TWO STEEL -PIERCING 
A K 720 /XI PORTABLE 
CANNONS 




sr- 7 - 

SPAWN KNEW 
THAT THEY MIGHT 
COME IN HANDY 
SOMEDAY SO HE 
KEPT THE GUNS 
HIDDEN. ANYTHING 
SHARP, ROTTEN OR 
HEAVY ENOUGH 
TO DISCOURAGE 
IDLE CURIOSITY 
WAS USED AS 
CAMOUFLAGE. 




these weapons 

HAD DECIMATED 
OVERT-KILL ON THEIR 
FIRST GO-ROUND. * 
THEY'LL WORK A 
SECOND TIME- IF 
HE CAN FIND THEM . 


SPAWN 
REALIZES THAT 
EACH PASSING 
MOMENT IS 
KEEPING TERRY 
IN A POTENTIALLY 
FATAL POSITION. 

THERE'S NO TIME 
FOR DELAY... 


* ISSUE T— TV~_ 









GREAT 

WORK 

TWITCH 


THANK 

YOU, 

SIR. 


feuM 


’ PD N'T 
NE£P THIS 
RIGHT 
L NOW- J 


ONCE 
AGAIN ft 
BECQMES 
AN ENEMY 
TO SPAWN. „ 











DIGITAL 

EDITION 






JASON WYNN t HEAD OF THE 

UNITED STATES SECURITY CROUP, THE 
HIGHEST- LEVEL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 

HIS SECURITY STATUS HAS SEEN 
COMPROMISED, AND THE PRESIDENT'S 
OFFICE IS NOT FL EASED, WYNN IS 
UNDER PRESSURE TO RESTORE HIS 
REPUTATION IN THE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY, TERRY FITZGERALD, A 
VICTIM OF CIRCUMSTANCE, HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS THE SOURCE OF THE 
TENSION... AND IS NOWIN DANGER OF 
HIS LIFE, AT WYNN'S DIRECTION . 



WANDA SLAKE! WIDOW OF 

LT. COL. AL SIMMONS, A.K.A. SPAWN , 

WANDA IS NOW HAPPILY MARRIED 
TO HER LATE HUSBAND'S BEST 
FRIEND, TERRY FITZGERALD, WITH 
WHOM SHE HAS A DAUGHTER, 
CYAN . SHE IS CURRENTLY 
UNAWARE OF AL'S LIFE STATUS, 

OR OF THE VICIOUS WEB IN WHICH 
TERRY IS RAPIDLY FINDING 
HIMSELF ENSNARED. 



SPAWN- AGENT OF HELL . 


HIS VERY EXISTENCE HAS SET 
INTO MOTION A CRAZY RIPPLE 
EFFECT, WITH INCREASINGLY 
DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES 

for those Around him. spawn 

SI IMPLY WANTS TO CREATE AND 
NURTURE A FAMILY, BUT THAT 

desire has already damned 

HIM AND NOW INADVERTANTLY 
THREATENS ALL WHO TRUST HIM. 



SAM BURKE: DETECTIVE, N.YPD. 


NOW CLEARED OF WRONGDOING 
IN THE DEATH OF CHILDKILLER 
BILLY KINCAID, BURKE IS 

allowing himself the luxury 

OF BRUTALITY IN THE NAME OF 
FACT GATHERING. SOMEONE 
(OR SOMETHING) CAUSED HIS 
SUPERIORS TO QUESTION HIS 
LOYALTY, AND HE WANTS TO 
HAVE WORDS WITH THIS 
INDIVIDUAL. 



VITO GRAVANO- MAFIA DON. 


HIS OPERATIONS HAD RUN SMOOTHLY 
FOR YEARS, BUT LATELY AN 
UNKNOWN ATTACKER HAS 
SLAUGHTERED A NUMBER OF HIS 
MEN, GRAVANO HAS FOCUSED ON 
REMOVINGTHIS BLEMfSH,,. SPAWN, 

HE BELIEVES,,, FROM THE FACE OF 
HIS CITY HE IS UNAWARE THAT 
SOME OF THE INFORMATION 
DRIVING HIS HUNT IS INACCURATE. 



"TWITCH" WILLIAMS ■ 

DETECTIVE, N.YPD. 

THIS FATHER OF SEVEN IS ONE OF 
THE STATE'S TOP SHARPSHOOTERS. 
HIS SENSE OF FAIRNESS WORKS 
COUNTERPOINT TO HIS PARTNER 
BURKE'S OCCASIONAL LAPSES, 
METHODOLOGY AND ARM-TWISTING 
HAVE LED THE PAIR TO THEIR 
QUARRY- THE COSTUMED MYSTERY 
MAN WHO HAS A FEW SERIOUS 
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER . 



These ARE THE MAJOR PLAYERS IN AN increasingly TWISTED 
GAME OF CAT AND MOUSE. EACH IS SOMEHOW CONNECTED 

TO the strange existence of a dead man brought 
BACK TO LIFE- STRIPPED OF HIS IDENTITY-., CHARGED WITH 
TREMENDOUS BUT EXHAUSTABLE POWER.,. AWAKENED 
F/VE YEARS AFTER HIS TIME TO FIND HIS WIFE REMARRIED,,. 
THESE WERE THE REALITIES AWAITING A MAN IN L OVE- - 

- GIFTS GIVEN BY SOME UNHOLY CREATURE OF HELL . 


A PRISONER OF HIS NEW LIFE ON EARTH, 
SPAWN'S ACTIONS HAVE TRIGGERED SEVERAL 
MANHUNTS by very influencial people. 

NONE IS PREPARED FOR WHAT TRUTH MAY 
emerge from THEIR INVESTIGATIONS... 



„.AND THE UNFOLDING 
TRAGEDY IS THAT AN 
INNOCENT MAN IS 
THE PRIME SUSPECT. 


TH/S BRINGS US TO 
TERR Y FITZGERALD 


THROUGH STRAINED 
CIRCUMSTANCES, HE 
HAS become the target 
OF NUMEROUS GROUPS’ 




P'. C «,-$ E 
1 &EG VCV 


MAFIA 


ALL HAVE DETERMINED 
THAT HE fS AT THE 
ROOT OF THEIR PROBL EMS. 


EACH HAS ITS OWN SPECIAL mV OP 
DEALING WITH SUCH ANNOYANCES. 


v\ 



CIA. | 

M 



POLICE. | 

















GET 

ON YOUR 
FEET, 


W YOU ^ 
WANT TO BE 1 
A HERO? 
THEN ACT LIKE 
IT, I CAME HERE 
TO DESTROY 
k. A MAN, 


NOT SOME 
COW ERING, 


Since his 

RECONSTRUCTION, 
OVERTKILL HAS 
BEEN PROGRAMMED 
TO BELIEVE HE NOW 
FACES SPAWN, 
WHO NEARLY 
DESTROYED HIM A 
FEW WEEKS AGO. * 


HERO// 


AND 7 
■ "TmH' 


" IT'S > 
HAPPENING, 
JUST LIKE HE 
SAfD. > 


I'VE 

GOTTA 

FIND 

AL* 


' HOW 
PATHETIC 
YOU'VE 
BECOME 


V 








Not FAR AWAY,., / 


W I DON'T X 
r CARE WHAT 
YOUR HURRY 
IS, BUD, IT'S 
TIME FOR US TO 
HAVE A LITTLE 
CHAT. NOW STEP 
l AWAY FROM 

V the wall . A 


WATCH 

HIM, 

TWITCH 


I'M MOT 
ABOUT TO 
Move FOR 
. YOU... 


TAKEN 
CARE OF, 
SIR. 


r , ./CAUSE I'M 
LEAVING HERE 
WITH OR 
WITHOUT YOUR 
.PERMISSION.. 


r YOU CAN EiTHEFCX 
r FOLLOW AND HELP 1 
ME" OR GET OUT OF MY 
WAY BEFORE I HURT 
. YOU. THECHOlCg , 
IS YOURS. A 


LISTEN 
HERE, YOU 
FH1G6IN' 
FREAK.,. 


r l\l( GOT A EVEN THE ^ 

FRiENP WHO'S IN ▼fence HAVE HELPFP ^ 
PESPERATE NEEP OF SCREW THIS Jp. 

HELP AGAINST THE UNFORTUNATELY, I 

MAFIA'S CYBORG CAN'T FWP MY WEAPONS 

Hitman... because in all this garbage, 

OF FAME INFOR- SO I'LL HAVE TO THINK 
MATlON FROM A. OF SOMETHING A 
C.J.A, ANPF.6.1, ^^^ELSE. 
k. OFFICIALS- mii 











WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK, 
SIR? . 


r AIN'T NO 
WAY HE'S 
WALKING 
AWAY FROM 
l US NOW/ 


go <lpew 
YOURSELF, 
FAT MAN . 


/ HE'S BEEN A X 
f BLEEDING ULCER IN 
MY GUT FOR TOO LONG. 
I'M NOT GOING TO LET 
HIM SAVE HIS BUTT BY 
HIDING BEHIND. 

V SOME COCKAMAMIE^ 
X STORY- Xf 


r l 4AlP VOLCRE ^ 
Viacom TO JOIN ME, ^ 
BUT I GUARANTEE that 
TH 15 ROBOT If N'T EVEN 
G0\H6 TO HU THOJf 
k PEA'fHOOTERf j 
^ YOU'RE FWCK(N&^ 

’ THAT'S WHY 
J WA« LOOKING 
FOR MY CANNO Nf-*1 1 X- 
WE NEED FIRE- f jL -■ " 
L POWER... BlG M Jr 

riMe. rr~ 


EREEZE, 

YOU MORON 
BEFORE WE 
SHOOT £ 


SUDDENLY. 


a pg>«/ 

Fjt's 

happening/ > 

YOU'VE 

GOTTA 

COMgl A 


r GUY'S AS ^ 
BIG AS A HOUSE fy 
ALL SHINY AND 
NEW--/ BUT THE 
GUY HE'S POUNDING. 
l AIN'T LIFTING A A 
^ FINGER - 


OflMMIT, 

NO. 


I THINK 
HE'S DEAD 


SPAWN BOLTS. 
CURSING HIM- 
SELF FOR 
THIS DELAY. 


ASA GOVERN- 
MENT ASSASSIN, 
HE WAS TRAINED 
TO STAY FOCUSED. 


rrs obvious 

HE'S LOSING 
h US EDGE. 


EMILY?! 


1 lil 

tjjE 

X l 

s 

t - I , ..\±±~ — 

i 

USlSX^ 



n? f- - jflkj 


1 . \ I- — r 1 

gpkjv 


1* Wzr 







ww 













TWITCH 


OBJECTIVE williams lines 

UP HIS TARGET. SPAWN'S 
CHAOTIC MOVEMENTS DON’T 
DISTRACT HIM. NOR DOES THE 
FLOWING CAPE WHICH 
CONCEALS MOST OF HIS FORM 
"TWITCH" WAITS FOR JUST 
THE RIGHT MOMENT. 


THE SHOT IS A DIRECT HIT. TEARING 
THROUGH CARTILAGE AND SHAT- 
TERING A KNEECAP, IT'S THE FASTEST 
WAY TO DISABLE AN ASSAILANT. 


SPAWN NEVER 

BREAKS 

STRIDE AS HE 

DISAPPEARS 

INTO THE 

UNUT 

ALLEYWAY- 


TWITCH 


THOUGHT-* 
YOU*'/ I DID 


I DID! 


SHOCK. 


THEN \ 
REALITY 
SETS 
BACK IN. 
SAM AND 
TWITCH 
DART 
AFTER THE 
FLEEING 
HERO. 


THIS IS 
GETTING 
NUTS* 


1 

J 


\ i JKji 

W 

1 Y 

\ V - iJ 


V 
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r THAT > 
DAUGHTER 
OF YOURS IS 
REALLY A JOY, 
^ WANDA a 


^ SO WELL V < 
BEHAVED. I V 
WISH MY KIDS 
WERE THAT SWEET, 
. GROWING UP. a 


Ok- 

HEAVENS, 

. NO/ . 


AL CAME 
TO VISIT 
ME * a 


SAID HE ' s 
STILL LOVES 
YOU. > 


GRANNY?^ 
HOW COULD 
AL COME 
v TO- aL 


^ THIS IS CONNIE! 
/ YOU NEED TO GET 
t HOME! TWO MEN 
. HAVE BEEN KILLED 
^ ON YOUR FRONT 
ik. LAWN! 


HELLO 


OU, COULD 
YOU GET THAT 
FOR ME, DEAR? 


SURE 
I'LL SE 
RrSHT 
BACK 


THE POLICE 

SAfD TERRY 

KILLED THEM!.' 


I'M SORRY SHE 
FELL ASLEEP LIKE THAT, 
BUT SHE DOES LOVE GOING 
OUT TO THE PARK AND 
THANKS, PLAYING. RUNS HERSELF 
GRANNY INTO THE GROUND, 


HOPE YOU 
DON'T MIND 
\LL THE TIME 
WE SPENT 


THERE 


IT JUST 
MEANS I GET TO 
ENJOY YOUR COM- 
PANYA FEW MORE 
HOURS- 


£? 'W, 

JU, 

r*. 


YOUR VISITS 
ARE THE HIGHLIGHT 
OF MY WEEK, DEAR- 
YOU KNOW THAT. 


r 

HE'S MANGEL NOW. 
HE SEEMED A BIT 
TROUBLED, THOUGH. 
HE ASKED ABOUT] 
YOU. 


OTHERWISE 


IT'S MOSTLY QUIET 
AROUND HERE- 
ALTHOUGH I DID 
HAVE A BIT OF A 
SURPRISE NOT 
LONG AGO- 


r 

> 

4 

. X " 

A 

firms 

w 

tel' 

m 

M & 








Jason wynn clenches his 

TEETH. POL ITICAL PRESSURE PROM 
THE WHITE HOUSE tS UNRELENTING. 
WYNN MUST BRING THIS CASE TO A 
CLOSE. HE WILL STICKTHE CASE 70 
HIS PATSY, TERRY FITZGERALD. 

ANY MISSTEP AT THIS STAGE 
WILL END WYNN'S CAREER. 

OF THIS HE IS KEENLY 
AWARE. 

THE WITCH-HUNT WILL ^ 

CONTINUE. 


^ WHETHER ^ 
FITZGERALD HAS ^ 

MOB CONNECTIONS 1 
HAS NOT SFEN 1 
DETERMINED AT 

^ THIS TIME. ” 

SO FAR , 
r FITZGERALD 


IN 


THE 


S 


CLEAR 



GET TO THE 
NEIGHBORS 


NOW 


UNFORTUNATELY, FITZGERALD 
WAS NOT BEHIND THE SECURITY 
BREACHES WHICH EMBARASSED 
WYNN - AND WYNN KNOWS IT. 


■ 


NOW, HIS UGLY TACTICS 
HAVE BACKFIRED , AND TWO 
F.B.I. AGENTS ARE DEAD. WYNN 
WEIGHS HIS CHOICES COL DL Y. 





~Sw\_ / LISTEN. X 
_ -i-T I'M ONLY ▼ 

7 /[/ going to say 

'/ // THIS ONCE YOUR 
/ 1/ ORDERS WERE TO 
fc? GET FITZGERALD TO 
A RENDEZVOUS j 
'W WITH OVERT' A 
\ YV KILL. 


ACROSS 

TOWN... 


...NOT TO KILL J 
TWO F.B.I, AGENTS/-* 
I DON'T NEED 
THAT KIND OF 
. ATTENTION. A 


J WHAT 
WERE YOU < 

TH/NK/NG> 


BOSS... ’ 
WE HAD NO 
IDEA THAT 
THE FEDS 
WOULD 
Y BE.,. 


r THE 1 
CARTEL'S 
ALREADY 
BUSTING MY 
BALLS' . 


•tfisr 

tSSVE 

--Twa 


T I'VE GOT ENOUGH X 
PROBLEMS ALREADY. * ' 
YOU GO BACK OUT THERE 
AND MAKE THIS GO AWAY 
And I DON'T MEAN A 

. LfTTLE BIT, I MEAN i 

V JTLf Of IT* ^ 


noiAjoR 

mini-series. 

ISSUE 3 -Tm 




i 



"... 1 HOPE FITZGERALD 
WAS DUMB ENOUGH 
TO RUSH RIGHT OVER 
FOR THAT l ITTLE 

'8USWFSS MFETfNG/" 


W THEN I HOPE 
( YOU WON'T MIND 
!, IF I JUST CARRY 
\ ON IN SPITE 

OF YOU-- v 

-LIKE \ 

SEEING \ / 

HOW FINE \ 
POWDER l \f '\ 
CAN CRUSH / X 
FROM YOUR // 

. BONES- / A 


FINE 


-WITHOUT 
SPLITTING 
YOUR BODY 

OPEN i 


HAVE IT 
YOUR WAY, 
HERO- YOU 
DON'T WANT 
JO FIGHT.,,? 


HE 


WAS. 










FROM DENSE 
SHADOWS COMESA 
CRIMSON BLUR, 


ITS MOVEMENTS 
ARE QUICK. 
DELIBERATE. 


amoving with 

SPECIFIC INTENT, 
IT SNATCHES 

TPQPY'C 

BATTERED BODY... 


... AND TOUCHES 
DOWN 20 FEET 
AWAY, KNEE DEEP 
IN GARBAGE. 















GOTTA 

SAVE 

‘EM- 


IT L 

h/we 

THI$. 


CQl*' 


YOU'RE 
A DEAD 
MAN. 


INTERNAL BLEEDING. 
CRACKED RIBS. FRACTURED 
JAW. NONE OF THESE MATTER 
TO TERRY AS HE SPRINTS FOR 
THE STREETS. HE STILL 
BELIEVES THE MAFIA HAVE 
HIS WIFE AND CHILD. 


THEIR BL UFF HAD WORKED. 


YET FOR ALL HIS 
EFFORT. TERRY 
IS ONLY HUMAN- 
NOT NEARLY 
FAST ENOUGH 
TO OUTRUN A 
BtOLASER. 
STREAM. 


TERRY. 


' i 1 1 T L 


-"i ’ ttzc J 












SPAWN GRABS A 
STRAY TWO-BY- 
FOUR. HE KNOWS 
IT CAN CAUSE-NO 
DAMAGE ... BUT IT 
CAN OFFER A 
SLIGHT DISTRAC- 
TION... m~r 


r FINALLY / 
MY PROPER 
TARGET. WITH 
OUT YOUR 
GUN.. . . 


...YOU'RE 

NOTHING. 


... ONE 
J THAT WILL 
ALLOW 
> TERRY TO 
ESCAPE. 


W WHAT'5 
{ GOING ON 
,'k HERE?! 


DON'T 

KNOW, 

SIR— 


BEFORE SPAWN CAN 
MOVE, HIS CAPE DOES. 
TO THIS POINT, HIS 
COSTUME HAD ONL Y 
COME TO LIFE WHILE 
PROTECTING ITS HOST. 


TONIGHT, IT 
SENSED A 
FURTHER USE. 







"... BUT OBVIOUSLY HE 
WASN'T LYING TO US - " 


"WHICH MEANS THERE 
JUST MAY BE A MULTI 


\ tiuoi iyv*i pc n muu 

AGENCY MANHUNT 
GOING ON. 


JUST MY LUCK. 


CRAP/ 


"THAT MEANS THE 
REST OF HIS STORY'S 
PROBABLY TRUE, 
TWITCH. 


"YEAH/ YEAH' 
I'M THINKING/ 


WE CAN'T AFFORD THAT MUCH 7/M 5. 


BECAUSE UNLESS 
I rT WE TERMINATE THIS 

( battle, we re not 

,1 GOING TO GET ANY 

\ Lx answers from 

THIS "AL ''GUY / ^ 
CAR'S — * Y* 
TOO FAR AVVAr P\ \ 
FOR US TO RADIO ] A T 
IN. SO- WE'VE / \ Vi 

ONLY GOT ONE/ \ U 

v choice- Ar 


TIME 
JO POP 
THAT ZIT 
YOU CALL 
A HEAD. 












ms. y — ' 

BLAKE./ MS. 
ZX BLAKE 


LADY/ MV 
L_ FARE// „ 


/?5 SHF NEARS THE CLUSTER OF POLICE, REPORTERS 
AND GAFVKERS HER HEART SKIPS A BEAT, THEN 
CONTINUES TO POUND LIKE ITS ABOUTTQ EXPLODE. 


DURING THE DRIVE HOME SHE WAS IN A 
NEAR FRENZY OVER WHAT SHE'D BEEN 
TOLD. MAYBE THIS PART WAS TRUE... 
OR THAT... OR THAT. BUT TERRY... ? NO. 
SOMETHING /5T WRONG HERE. 


TIRES SCREECH. 
A DOOR SNAPS 
OPEN. OUT 
BOLTS WANDA 
BLAKE. 



' IS IT ^ 
TRUE 
YOUR 
HUSBAND 
^KILLED a 


MS. 

BLAKE . 1 


MS. 

BLAKE.' 


/ I'M SORRY, > 
MA'AM. THINGS 
DON'T LOOK 
GOOD RIGHT 
NOW. I'M GOING 
TO NEED YOU TO 
COME DOWN 
TO THE 

> station . / 


TRAITOR 


NOT MY 


MURDER 


/ THERE'S > 
f SEEN A 
MULTIPLE 
MURDER, AND 
NO SIGN OF 
YOUR HUSBAND 
WE'VE PUT OUT 
AN A.PB. 
CALLING 
V FOR HIS 
\ARREST... jC. 


SHE'S ASSAULTED WITH 
A HUNDRED QUESTIONS 
AND THIRTY VERSIONS 
OF THE EVENTS. 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. 










SPOTTING A HANDFUL OF 
NEIGHBORS HUDDLED 
ACROSS THE STREET, 
WANDA RACES TO THEM. 


YOU MUST 
HAVE SEEN 
SOMETHING/ 
ANYTHING' 


PLEASE, 
YOU'VE GOT 
TO HELP. 
THIS CAN'T 
BE TRUE.' 


THIS 

rAfuT 

TRUE 


MR. 

HORNE? 


ANNE 


I'M 

SORRY. 


WE'VE 

SEEN 

NOTHING 


WANDA IS FAR TOO LATE. 
JASON WYNN'S MEN HAD 
ALREADY " CONSULTED " WITH 
HER NEIGHBORS- 

YOU SEE, ANDREW AND 
KAREN HORNE THESE KIND 
AND GENEROUS PEOPLE, 
WERE ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS. 


AN INSURANCE ADJUSTER 
FOR OVER SEVENTEEN YEARS, 

chris Albrecht led a 

FAIRLY MUNDANE LIFE . 

FOR THREE YEARS IN THE 
MO -SEVENTIES, THOUGH, HE 
DIDN'T FILE H/S INCOME TAX 
FORMS. AN AUDIT AT THIS 
TIME WOULD RUIN HIM . 


AS FOR ANNE THQMOPOULOS, 
SHE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A 
PLEASANT NEIGHBOR. NICE 
FAMILY 700. BUT SHE HAS A 
SKELETON IN HER CLOSET. 

SHE HAD A CHUD OUT OF 
WEDLOCK- A SON — WHEN SHE 
WAS SEVENTEEN. AT PRESENT 
HE (S IN JAIL FOR CAR THEFT. 

H/S PAROL E HEARING IS IN TWO 
MONTHS. SHES BEEN 
PROMISED HIS FREEDOM , 











/4r THE FINAL DOOR IS LATCHED. , 
SHE FALLS TO HER KNEES, 
SOBBING. 


WANDA NEVER WANTED TO ADMIT IT TO HERSELF, BUT SHE ALWAYS KNEW THIS 
DAY WOULD COME. BEING A WIDOW TO ONE GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE AGENT 
WASN'T ENOUGH, SHE HAD TO GO MARRY ANOTHER. SHE'D ACTED AS IF, BY KEEPING 
A SAFE DISTANCE FROM THEtR WORK, SHE WOULD SHIELD THEM ALL FROM ANY 
CONSEQUENCES OF.,. WELL, WHATEVER THAT WORK WAS. "IGNORANCE IS BLISS, " 

SHE'D TOLD HERSELF. 

THAT ILLUSION HAS JUST BEEN SHATTERED.. . TERMINALLY. WANDA KNOWS SHE'D’VE 
SEEN WARNING LIGHTS FLASHING IF ONLY SHE'D OPENED HER EYES A BIT WIDER. 

SHE SAYS A QUICK 
PRAYER FOR HER CHfL D, 

WHO'S BEEN L EFT.. . THEN, SHE BREAKS DOWN AGAIN, 

THANK GOD... HER BODY JERKING WITH EACH BREATH. 

AT GRANNY BLAKE'S. 

TRAGICALLY, HER PRIVACY IS 
SHORT- L IVEDAS THE ASSEMBLED 
NEWSHOUNDS POUNCE, 
FEEDING ON HER GRIEF. 

F 



I Meanwhile. 


no. r can't 

JUST LEAVE 
HIM. 


HE 

SAVED 
: unsh i 
MV „ 

life! 


WAVES OF PASN SHOOTING THROUGH 
HIS BODY, TERRY MANAGES TO PUSH AN 
EMPTY DUMPSTER DOWN THE ALLEY. 


HE WON'T ABANDON 

THE COS TUMED 

VIGILANTE. r\ 


With each 
AGONIZING 
STEP, 

MOMENTUM 
IS BUILT-- 



- JUST ENOUGH TO 
TOPPLE A {200- IB, 
CYBORG THAT 
WAS ALREADY 
OFF-BALANCE, 


l THOUGHT 
YOU'D FLED/ ^ 

~~'T r WERE YOu 
==/ WAITING FOR 
ft YOUR FRIEND? 
W2k HERE HE IS/ 


r WHAT'RE 
YA DOIN', 
TWITCH? 
YOUR GUN'S 















TURN 


C'MON 

BABY/ 

TURN. 


BINGO 





with uncanny accuracy, the 

BULLET ENTERS OVERTK/U'S BODY 
THROUGH A SMALL OPENING IN 
THE EAR CAVITY.., i — ; — 


INTERRUPTING THE ELECTRIC FLOW 
FOR A NANOSECOND. 


TWITCH HAD HOPED 
TO CAUSE SOME 
SYSTEMIC DISRUPTION. 


THE RESULT 
WAS COMPLETELY 
UNEXPECTED. 


YOUNGBLOOD 

BADROCK. 

YOUNGBLOOD. 

BADROCK. 
v BADROCK. > 


\ THE CYBORG LUMBERS 
■A OFF. IT HAS A NEW 
f [ DIRECTIVE,* 




MM 










WHAT A 
BLOODY 
MESS- 


QUITE 

LITERALLY. 














— THE 
PAPERWORK 
ON THIS IS 
GONNA KILL 
WE, > 


SO IT 
WOULD 
SEEM. 
SIR. „ 


(T'S BEEN A VERY STRANGE NIGHT 
FOR DETECTIVE SAM BURKE. WHILE . 
HUNTING THE MYSTERIOUS COSTUMED 
VIGILANTE RESPONSIBLE FOR BURKE'S 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION FROM THE 
POLICE FORCE, BURKE AND H/S 
PARTNER -- "TWITCH" WILLIAMS— 
UNEXPECTEDLY FOUND THEMSELVES 
IN THE MIDDLE OF A MUCH BIGGER 
SCENARIO. 


VARIOUS SOURCES LED THEM TO THE LAIR OF A HERO . 
REVERED BY THE HOMELESS OF NEW YORK'S BOWERY. THEY 
CAUGHT Hf/U OFF-GUARD AS HE PREPARED FOR A SHOWDOWN 
TWO MILES UPTOWN WITH THE MAFIA'S CYBORG HITMAN, 
OVERTKILL . SPAWN EVADED THE PURSUIT. 


THE LAWMEN \ 
LATER CAUGHT \ 
UP WITH SPAWN \ 
AS H/S BATTLE \ 

REACHED ITS \ 

CLIMAX. WILLIAMS' 
SHARPSHOOTING 
SAVED SPAWN'S 
LIFE- AND THAT OF 
ONE OTHER. ALSO 
LYING IN A BLOODY 
HEAP WAS AN 
UNIDENTIFIED 
CIVILIAN \ 


AS BURKE STARES 
DOWN AT THE TWO 
BROKEN FIGURES, HE 
MUTTERS H/S PROFES 
SlONAL ASSESSMENT: 


IT'S OBVIOUS THAT HE'S NOT 
EVEN REMOTELY AWARE OF 
THE MAGNITUDE OF WHAT'S 
JUST HAPPENED. 


HE'LL CATCH ON 
SOON ENOUGH. 



Jr I ? ij 

■k j ■ 






f w Sr^ 











THE MASK IS DRAWN 
BACK, REVEALING 
WHAT'S LEFT OF THE 
MAN CALLED , 

AL SIMMONS. / 


SO,., ^ 

WHAT'S THE 
SCOOP? 


HE MIGHT 
BE DEAD, 


I’M NOT 
FINDING A 
t PULSE. 


I'LL 

TRY SOME 
C.P.R. 


Kneeling over spawns 

LIMP FORM, 'TWITCH' CHECKS 
FOR ANY SIGNS OF LIFE. IT'D 
BE A SHAME TO HAVE COME 
THIS FAR AND END UP WITHOUT 
ANY ANSWERS. 

THE SEARCH HAS BECOME 
TOO PERSONAL TO GO 
UNRESOLVED. 


WHAT THE HEL L \ \ 

HApPE^EO )| 

^ TO WM?! jA 


MY 

GOB 








^ IT LOOKS LIKE ^ 
SOMEONE BURNED H!S 
FACE OFF. GOD- WHAT'S 
THIS GUY BEEN 
^ THROUGH ? ^ 


TERRY FITZGERALD 
ROLLS OVER. THE 
DETECTIVES 
ASSUME HE'S A 
BUSINESSMAN. IN 
FACT HE WORKS 
AS A LINGUIST 
FOR THE CI A. 


IF WHAT ^ 
HE SAID WAS 
TRUE,* A WHOLE 
^ LOT. ^ 


" AL "... THE RE- 
ANIMATED DEAD 
MAN... HAS BEEN 
HUNTED AS A 
VIGILANTE AND 
A MURDER ER- 
AS A SPAWN OF 
HELL / NETS LESS 
THAN THAT-- 
AND MORE, 


r THE ONLY 
OTHER THING 
WE'VE GOT IS 
THAT THE BAG 
LADY CALLED 
^ HIM'Al." > 


* LAST ISSUE -Tom 


THE DETECTIVES HAD SEEN SO ENGROSSED WITH 
SPA WN THEY'D MOMENTARILY FORGOTTEN ABOUT HIM . 


l! ’ you're auve\ 

y DUD/ GOOD— 
‘CAUSE I'VE GOT 
ABOUT TWO HUNDRED 
QUESTIONS I NEED. 
V ANSWERED. yi 


AFTER A FEW MINUTES A PATROL 
CAR HAPPENS UPON THE SCENE. 
BURKE THEN RADIOS INTO THE 
NEAREST PRECINCT. , — ■ ■ 


I'LL NEED ^ 
A COUPLE 
AMBULANCES 
AND A FEW OF 
YOUR BOYS TO 
CORDON OFF 
. THIS AREA. > 


ALSO 


LIKE, WHAT IS 


GOING ON 

^ HERE?' ^ 












BOYS, WE 
JUST GOT 
LUCKY. 


r A COUPLE DETECTIVES FROM \ 
DOWNTOWN 5AY THEY'VE GOT 
THAT FITZGERALD GUY, AND THEY 
. DON'T SEEM TO KNOW ANY* r 
i THING ABOUT HIM MURDER- HI 
% ING THOSE FEDS* ^Ar 

GET FOUR UNITSX #2 
■ T DOWN THERE. I'M \ |, 
S GOING TO STEAL THIS W*. 
A COLL AR OUT FROM K\ 
w _X UNDER THEIR A v 

NOSES. _-<V < 


--GET ME ^ i 
Y EVERYTHING YOU 
HAVE ON A FITZGERALDS 
TERENCE D. Hi SAYS 
HE'S WITH THE C.I.A., 
THOUGH HE AIN'T GOT 
i A WALLET TO A 
L. PROVE IT. ^ ^ 

■k^. C THANKS 


IT'LL BE 
A PLEASURE 
70 FINALLY 
NAIL THAT 
„ TRAITOR. . 


YOU WANTED 
TO SEE US, 
MR. WYNN? 


Notions 

AFTER AT 
THE OMN1- 
tNTELUGENCE 
ASENCY, THE 
UNITED r—l 
STATES sr 
SECURITY J 
GROUP... 


YOU MAKE SURE THAT AREA IS 
SO TIGHT THAT THE WIND 
CAN'T EVEN GET OUT. ^ 


r THEY'VE FOUND ^ 
FITZGERALD, DOWN NEAR 
PENN STATION. I WANT 
t OUR PEOPLE DOWN 
THERE NOW. 


ONCE THERE, 
PULL RANK . 


THIS TIME 
I'M GOING TO 


I WON'T 
LOSE HIM 
AGAIN* 


\PB 

mu ■ 

L /XX THAT IfV " 




^SON L’VABI tc *VM£ 







[ ^ 

T J 

cjfe- 

1 i 

i i . 




\|U r5t/ 



1 








^ AND... IF HE so ^ 
MUCH AS LOOKS AT YOU 
CROSSEYED, MAKE SURE 
Hie DEATH LOOKS 
s. LIKE AN ACCIDENT. , 

/JA V DO YOU 

^ ■ READ 

k ME? 


Jason wynn has 

BECOME CONSUMED 
WITH THIS CASE. 


H/S FAUX PAS OVER 
TERRY FITZGERALD 
THREATENS HIS 
CAREER. 


ANYTHING 

ELSE? 


TERRY FITZGERALD 
IS ONLY ONE MAN. 
HIS UFE MEANS 
NOTHING TO A 
DICTATOR WHOSE 
EFFECTIVENESS IS 
BEING QUESTIONED 


A QUICK RESOLUTION 
TO THIS FIASCO WILL 
RESTORE HIS PREEMf- 
NANCE WITH THE 
WHITE HOUSE, AND 
IN THE GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY.. . 


WHILE LEAVING IT TO 
OTHERS TO DEAL 
WITH ITS AFTERMATH.. 


AS SUPREME DIRECTOR 
Of US. INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCIES, HE HAS 
SINGLE-HANDEDLY 
ENDED WARS... EVEN 
SOME HE BEGAN. 


HE KNOWS X 

FITZGERALD IS NO 
TRAITOR, BUT 
CIRCUMSTANCES MADE X 
HIM THE LOGICAL 
SUSPECT. RATHER THAN 
ADMIT HIS ERROR, WYNN 
CONTINUES TO CONDUCT 
A BRUTAL INVESTIGATION. 

POLICE, F.B.X. ... ALL ARE 
CALLED INTO PLAY 


WYNN'S CALLOUSNESS 
ISA BYPRODUCT OF 
YEARS OF UNQUES- 
TIONED AUTHORITY 









L IKE WANDA BLAKE , WIFE OF 
A MAN NOW ACCUSED ALSO OF 
MURDERING TWO F.8.1. AGENTS. 


TEARS FALL AS SHE PRAYS 
THAT THIS (S JUST SOME 
DEMENTED NIGHTMARE... 
BUT SHE KNOWS THAT 

IT'S REAL. 

\ 

VERY REAL . 


THE LIFE 
SHE AND TERRY 
HAD BURT 
‘ CRASHED 
DOWN AROUND 
HER. AS 
WANDA NOW 
HOLDS TIGHT 
DAUGHTER 
CYAN, SHE 
WORKS TO PUSH 
PAST THE SHOCK.,. 
TO FOCUS ON 
WHAT'S IN 
HER HEART: 


HOPE, 

LOVE. 


SHE PRAYS TO GOD 
THAT THIS WILL BE 
ENOUGH TO SEE 
HER THROUGH.., 

1 


BECAUSE LT 
SEEMS NOTHING 
SHE TOOK FOR 
GRANTED CAN 
BE TRUSTED. 


JJs — 




1 \Q] 


WHAT WAS TERRY 
INVOLVED IN? 


THE AGENTS POSTED OUTSIDE ARE 
H SUPPOSEDLY THERE TO PROTECT HER .. 
BUT FROM WHO ? OR IS SHE BEING 
DETAINED? THE NEIGHBORS STOPPED 
g TALKING TO HER AFTER THE SHOOTOUT. 
WHO WERE THEY AFRAID OF? 


SHEDOESN'T 
KNOW FRIEND 
FROM FOE. 






YEAH 

YEAH 


^ YOUR GUESS 1S^ 
AS GOOD AS MINE. 

I WAS JUST TRYING 
OTO STAY ALL YE. > 


► LET'S SEE \ 
IF I GOT THIS 1 
STRAIGHT,,. YOU'RE 
A G-MAN WHO’S 
EXPECTING A 
MEETING WITH THE 
MOB. THEY SUCKER 
YOU, SEND THEIR 
TEN-TON CYBORG 
K HITMAN INSTEAD.. 


r i was 

EXPECTING 
TO BE MEETING 
HERE WITH A 
COUPLE OF MAFIA 
v PUNKS. > 


+ w£ OO. SEE VOUNGBUCOD^T-- Tort 


r „.OUR DEAID ^ 
HERO OVER 
THERE SEEMS TO 
HAVE A PERSONAL 
REASON TO TRY 
AND SAVE A 
L. YOUR BUTT. A 


^ ALL OF THIS ^ 
COMES AS A COMPLETE 
. SURPRISE TO YOU. ^ 


ON TOP OF ~ 
IT ALL, YOU CLAIM 
TO HAVE LOST ALL 
YOUR IDENTIFI- _ 
V CATION. /• 


WHADDVA 

THINK, 

TWITCH? 


ffi 


HOW MANY TIMES DO I HAVE 
TO TELL YOU - I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE THAT FRIGGIN' 
ROBOT WENT. * 



Psstf VlNNIE.' LOOK 
IT'S AL! SOMEONE 
s. MESSED HIM UP. . 


WILL YOU 
SHUT UP, 
TWITCH. 


THERE DOES SEEM HE KNOWS 
TO BE SOME MERIT THE AGENCY 
TO WHAT H E'S PROTOCOLS 

SAYING, SIR. ^ AND A FAIR 
— •*<<?? BIT ABOUT 

P 5 S j! ^A--'A the mafia, 

' r i ^ ' - \ ic tA/ci i 



So, ANOTHER GROUP LS 
PRAWN INTO THE WEB OF 
ACTIVITY SURROUNDING 
SPAWN, BECAUSE OUR 
NAME HERO ACTED WITHOUT 
THOUGHT OF CONSEQUENCE. 

A BEAD CHILD MOLESTER. 

A FEW STOLEN GUNS. 

A COUPLE OF MISSING FILES. 

THESE EVENTS FORM NO 
OBVIOUS PATTERN. THE 
KEY LIES IN AN 
UNFATHOMABLE 
PLACE: 





THE MIND OF A DEAD, C.I.A.-TRA/NED ASSASSIN 


LISTEN, 

, PAL/ 


FACED WITH ODD SITUATIONS, SPAWN DID 
WHAT HAD TO BE DONE. UNFORTUNATELY, 
THE FALLOUT FROM HIS ACTIONS HAS 
LANDED SQUARELY ON THE SHOUL DERS OF 
HIS BEST FRIEND OF A LIFETIME AGO. 


I DON'T CARE ^ 
WHAT YOUR PROBLEM 
JS. YOU AIN'T GOING 
^^/YOVWERE. 

W&y C STAND?/ j 


FLEASE, 
SIR- TAKE 
IT EASY. 


^ YOU JUST ^ 
SETTLE DOWN- 
BUDDY. THE OTHER 
COPS WILL BE 
\ HERE SOON. > 


f BELIEVE \ 
US, TERRY, 
WE'RE JUST 
AS ANXIOUS 
TO FIGURE 
THIS OUT AS 
L YOU ARE. J 


A BACKOFFS 
TWITCH f 
THIS ONE'S 
BEEN DOGGING 
ME TOO LONG 
FOR ME TO 
LET IT FALL 
k APART j 
fe. NOW/ ^ 


YOU GUYS 
HAVE TO 
BELIEVE ME, 

jpojrn 

HAVE TIME/ 


DIDN'T YOU HEAR 
WHAT I SAID-- 
IT'S THE MOB, 
YOU IDIOT I! 
k THEY'LL KILL a 
ks. THEM ! 


THE I'VE ^ 

MAFIA'S GOT TO » 
GOT MY GET 

WIFE AND OUT OF f 

. KIDf/Zf YJ- fEREf^Lt. 

tiowf 


Ok, NO. 

NOT 

AGAIN,.,' 


THEY'VE 
GOT MY WIFE 
AND UTTLE 
. GIRL / * - 


v-amOA 


* IT WAS ACTUALLY JUST A 
SLUM, SEE ISSUE 22 ■- T«m 











; i } THIS IS X 
y&NO. WE'VE JUST 
r CALLED A MEETING 
FOR NEXT THURSDAY. 

SOME OF THE 
MEMBERS HAVE RE 
QUESTED A PROGRESS 
REPORT. THERE S 
r BEEN UNHAPPINESS 
v WITH YOUR RECENT 
V, DEALINGS. / 


YOU'VE ] 
GOT SIX 
DAYS TO 
CORRECT 
THIS, UNDER 

'STAND? , 


I SENT FRANKIE 
AND TOMMY BACK TO 
JHE MURDER SCENE. 

THEY'RE ^ 
W MAKING SURE 

i; we stay 

L CLEAN THROUGH 
^ ALL THIS. Jd 


I WANT YOU rX 
TO MAKE SURE W 
OVERTKILL DID Jfc 
HIS JOB. I NEED * 
FITZGERALD 1 
DEAD. THE CARTELj 
k. HAS BEEN— 


1 WERE 
COUNTING 
ON YOU , 
_ VITO. 


VIOlATCft IWINt-SERIES.- w. 


IN THE SPRAWLING OFFICE OF NEW YORK MAFIA 
CHIEF VITO GRAVANO TENSIONS ARE 
RUNNING HIGH. THOUGH HE LIVED THROUGH HIS 
ORDEAL WITH THE VIOLATOR AND HIS BROTHER 
DEMONS*, (TENDED FAR FROM SATISFACTORILY. 

AND NOW THE HEATS BEEN TURNED UP. 

TWO OF HIS BOYS, TAKEN BY SURPRISE, 

SHOT AND KILLED A PAIR OF FEDERAL AGENTS 
ON THE FRONT LAWN OF TERRY FITZGERALD'S HOUSE . 

OUT OF RESPECT FOR EACH OTHERS' INFLUENCE , 

THE TWO GROUPS HAVE LONG HAD A "SPECIAL " 

WORKING RELAVONSH/P. VITO IS LUCKY THAT 
EVERYONE IS STILL BLAMING FITZGERALD. 


HE CAN THANK 
JASON WYNN FOR THAT. 


GRAVANO IS NOT USED 
TO BEING ON THE 
RECEIVING END * 

OF THREATS Ag* 

NOR WILL HE 
ALLOW IT TV Mi' 
CONTINUE. Mk: 




— Y A J 
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SEND SOMEONE ^ 
OVER TO GINO'S 
RESTAURANT. TAKE HIS 
TOP CHEF AND SHOE OFF 
HIS HANDS. ^ 


GINO NEEDS 
TO UNDERSTAND 
WHO RUNS 
_ THIS SHOW. . 


IN THE ^ 
r MEANTIME, I 
WANT FITZGERALD'S 
BODY TELL OVERTKILL 
TO LEAVE ENOUGH OF 
IT INTACT FOR ME TO 
TAKE TO MY MEETING 
^ ON THURSDAY, j 


THAT SHOULD SHUT THEM UP. 


UNFORTUNATELY FOR 
TWIST, THAT MAY NOT 
BE AS EASY AS IT 
SEEMS. RIGHT NOW, 
FITZGERALD LS A VERY 

HOT commodity. 




■ 1 THE POLICE BEUEVE HE'S 
S !N POSSESSION OF 
P STOLEN EXPERIMENTAL 
■j FIREARMS. THE F.B.J, 


SUSPECT HIM OF KILLING 
TWO OF THEIR AGENTS. 


THE C.Z.A. IS 
PRODDING THESE 
DOMESTIC AGENCIES 
AT WYNN'S 
"REQUEST. * 


TWIST'S GOONS ARE THEN 
RACING HEADLONG TO A PLACE 
THAT WILL SOON BE CRAWL LNG 
WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS. 


ADDING TO THE FRAY WILL BE 
EVERY LOCAL MEDIA CREW 
THAT'S BEEN MONITORING THE 
POLICE BANDS. 


THIS IS NOT GOING TO BE 
THE EASIEST TIME TO BE 
TERRY FITZGERALD. 











THOUGH VETECWE SAM 
BURKE HAS HAD A VERY 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER, ONE 
POINT CANNOT BE DENIED'. 
HE'S AN OVERWEIGHT SLOB 


FOR HIM , "PURSUING A 
SUSPECT ON FOOT " ISA 
CONTRADICTION IN 
TERMS. THAT'S WHY 
HE WAS TEAMED WITH 
SCRAWNY “TWITCH " 
WILLIAMS... 


THE ANSWER 


... TO WHOM 
IT FALLS 
(YET AGAIN) 
TO CATCH 
UP WITH 
A FLEEING 
PERPETRATOR 
(ALLEGED). 


BECAUSE HE DOESN'T/ 


IT'S OVER 
TERRY. 


wanoA, 

PLfASE 

FORGIVE 

ME. 


YOU -.Wff:- 
GCT YM' 
GREAT.,. 

WORK... I 
AMff-ff'i 


THOUGHT I 
WAJ GOING 
TO HAVE-*-// 
A HEART,., 
ATTACK,.,^ 


PRECINCT BY PRECINCT, THE QUESTION HAS BEEN 
ASKED, "WHY DO THEY CALL HIM 'TWITCH'? " 


TERRY SLUMPS TO THE GROUND. A 
BROKEN MAN. PUTTING HIS 
HEAD INTO HIS HANDS, HE 
BEGINS TO SOB. HE DOESN'T 
ft* KNOW WHY ANY OF THIS IS 

ffc, HAPPENING. THINGS ARE 
fiBKjfe, SO OUT OF WHACK. 

ij&aeSk BUT EVEN MORE 

IMPORTANTLY, HE 
RBfiim HAS FAILED HIS 

WIFE AND CHILD. 

THAN HE CAN 


' y 



■— j Mr : 

[Tl 

f ^ jj 

I 1. lA \ 

|^hur jTjr 
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W I'M GETTING ^ 
~ SICK AND 
TIRED OF THIS// 
WE'RE GOING 
BACK TO YOUR 
DEAD HERO BUDDY. 
I'LL BRING THE 
LOCAL COPS UP TO 
DATE, THEN I'M 
TAKING YOU IN 
^ TO THE STATION 
DOWNTOWN , A 


r IF YOU ^ 
SO MUCH 
FLINCH, I'LL 
SHOOT YOU i 
v MYSELF. A 


THER£ 
THEY Are 




GET OUT OF HERE/ 
GET OUT OF OUR ALLEY/ 
OUT OF OUR ALLEY/ 


THEY STAND POISED IN THE 
MOONLIGHT. READY TO TAKE 
BACK WHAT IS THEIRS- -READY 
TO DEFEND THEIR FALLEN 
KING SPAWN. 



CANS. BOTTLES. WOOD. 
WHATEVER. THEY PELT 
THE TWO DETECTIVES 
RELENTLESSLY. TERRY 
SEES ANOTHER OPPOR - 
TUNITY TO FLEE. 







NOW P/STANCEO FROM 
THE POLICE, HE'S SPOTTED 
BY THE FIRST GROUP ON 
THE SCENE - THE C.I.A. 










YOU GRAB 

FtTZY' I'LL 
COVER YOU 


SIR i 

WE NEED 
TO FALL 
BACK.' 


EVERYONE'S 
GOING 
CRAZY 
„ TONIGHT.' 













THE PAIR DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT HIT 
THEM. THEY HIT 
SOMETHING AT 
67M.P.H .. 


THE ENGINE THAI RAMMED INTO THE PASSENGER 
COMPARTMENT SHATTERING THEIR LEGS, CAME 
AS A COMF1. E TE SURPRISE, SHOUL DER 
HARNESSES WOULD'VE KEPT THEM PROM 
FLYING THROUGH THE WINDSHIELD IP THEIR 
PINNED L EGS HADN "T NEf THER OCCUPANT 
Wft L WALK AGAIN. — - 


AL SIMMONS EMPLOYS POWERS DERIVED 
FROM THE FITS OF HELL . ONCE IN A 
WHfL E, HE'S GLAD OF IT HE KNEW THAT 
INCREASING HIS DENSITY TO THIS EXTENT 
WOULD DRAIN I PREP LAC ABLE ENERGY. 
TONIGHT HE DID THIS WILLINGLY, 


THE CAR WILL LOOK AS IF IT IMPACTED 
A STEEL POLE r FOR ALL INTENTS AND 
PURPOSES, IT DID. 


■4 TONIGHT 


HE SAVED 

A FRIEND. 


1 

■V - 

L 
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AS 1 MB HORDE CONVERGES UPON HIM, SPAWN 
STANDS AND STARES. HIS C.I.A. BACKGROUND 
INFORMS HIS DECISIONS- WHEN TO REACT, 
AND HOW. HE HAS SEVERAL TARGETS TONIGHT 
ONE PURPOSE. 


UNTIL NOW, HE TRIED 
HIDING HIMSELF 
FROM THE PUBLIC. 


IT CAN BE 
BROUGHT 
ON IN MNY 
WAYS: 
IRRATIONAL 
THOUGHT. 
PARANOIA , 
SUPER - 


HE'S BEEN GIVEN 
A NAME BY THE 
VIOLATOR. ITS 
TIME THEY 
LEARNED tT... 


THAT HASN'T 


i WORKED 
VERY WELL 


STITION. I 


IT CAN ALSO 
BE INSTITUTED 
BY EXAMPLE. 


HE NEEDS A 
NEW TACTIC 


...AS WELL AS 

SOMETHING 

ELSE: 


THAT THE 
BOOGIE MAN 
REALLY DOES 
EXIST. 


CftlPES. 
WHAT A 
NIGHT, 


HE'S GOING TO MAKE SURE 
EVERYONE GETS THAT MESSAGE 


WHERE 1 !) 
HE GO? 







Wt TH VARIOUS RUES TAKEN 
PROM TONY TWISTS OFFICE, 
SPAWN MAD begun TO 
PIECE THINGS TOGETHER. 
EACH NEW AGENCY PROP- 
PING INTO THE MIX WAS 
TARGETED AS ANOTHER 
PLACE FOR Al TO CROSS- 
CHECK HIS DATA. 


y 0 rvE 

r ALWAYS BEEN 
AMA ZEP HOW 

relaxep you are 
about pestroY' 
k ins people > 


FINALLY, ALL THAT 
REMAINED WAS TO 
ACT AS COURIER. 


YOU (TALL VO UP 

^r006$ OFF THE FlTZeERALp > 
r CASE. THEN YOU BACKTRACK 
OVER THAT TWlSTEP TRAIL OF UES 
YOU'VE LAIPANP SOMEHOW YOU 
coma it J WANT TERRY FITZ' 
6ERAIP TO 6£ SO SQUEAKY CLEAN 
THEY'LL WANT TO £/VE HIM A NEPAL 
V iN THE FUTURE, Ycu ANP YOUR 
jN,. PEOPLE Will STAY AWAY FROM > 

WSw Hirrt anp his Family. 


EVE ^ 

something 

-TO SAY. 


IN CASE I HAVEN'T 
MAPE MY FdNT, I THOUGHT 
VO LEAVE YOU WITH A COPY Of 
A SPECIAL FILE, ^ 


^ you'll finp that your career 

OF WEALTH AnP POWER WILL VANISH 
IF ANYONE REAPS IT. THE PSEMPENT ANP 
THE JOINT CHIEFS Of STAFF WO Lap a 

' ^ Bt THE FfRST. 


WMA.i,? 
HOWD 
you . . I 


ANP THAT'S 
POWER. _ 


this file can 

(HAKE ITPISAPPEAR 

_ IN A HEARTBEAT. _ 


Jason wynn scans 

THE FILE. NO ONE 
ALIVE KNEW SOME 
OF THE ITEMS (T 
CONTAINS. 


K 

h ■ 

1 


\ 


m 


1 








■^T need You to pass 

A MESSAGE ALONG TO CHIEF 
BANKS. T£tL HlMl OVSOP 

sjHe fitzGekalp case- ^ 


(r If HE DOESN'T. ^ 

I'LL MAKE SURE 
EVERY CRIMINAL IN 
A TEN 0LOCKj?AplU5 
TURNS LEFT EVERY 
kT!(W6 A (Top 6£>gS > 
Ov RIGHT. VV 


nswjtuH, 
SAM BURKE 
HAS FINALLY 
ARRIVED fN 
HiS APART- 
MENT.,. 




SAUERKRAUT, .7 
SWISS CHEESE. 

eh.' eh ! 

OpTckled^ 

S HERRING.' ' 


r ... ANP TO ^ 
LEAVE AVAL LEV' 
^ ALONE - > 


1 WHAT ^ 
KINDA 

GHOST FREAK 
. ARE \OU?!l . 


f YOU'LL A 

' PE <C puSY 
chasing the wop 

I'LL BECOME A 
PlSTANT 

Sw memory, y 


AND 
00 WE A 
FAVOR. ,. 


r ... GIVE 
THIS Fite 

TO CHIEF 

banks. 


/ T'O HATE X 
TO SEE WHAT ’ 
THE (MgPIA WOULP 
MAKE OF HlS 
RANGE OF 'EXTRA' 

. CURRICULAR a 

V activities .'X 


IF HE'S > 
SMART, I 
WON'T HAVE 
to distribute 

. COPIES, V 









DEAR 

GOC 

ABOVE 


i/ YOU WILL XN 
/ PEASE AND OEM ATI 
r IN YOUR ipiOTlP 1 
MOUNTING OF TERRY 
FlTZGERALP. NOW. 
YOUR RATS HAVE GIVEN 
L YOU SAP 
k ^FORMATION. i 
VXHe'5 HUMAN. 


7 ANO just 

f to MAKE YOUR \ 
PAY, HERE A A FILE X 
RORROWEP FROM 
YOUR OFFICE. I <E£ IT 
LAYS OUT YOUR 
ORGANIZATION '5 
OBJECTIVES FOR . 
V THE NEXT ArX / 
MONTHS. SA 


ANP STAY 
THE HELL 
OUT OE MY 

t alley?. 


f UNLESS ^ 
YOU WANT THE 
COPS OR AWL 'MG 
UP YOUR REAR 
YOU'LL LEAVE 
FITZGERALP 
L ALONE, j 


VITO GRAVANO SITS SWEATING 
IN HtS PRIVATE SAUNA, HE 
FINDS IT THERAPEUTIC TO 
OUTL tNG H/S ONGOING 
ACTIVITIES IN SUCH HEAT 

HHP* i ~3 


nil 

* ; r “ J \ I xJ 

-I .. 


\ 
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At the home of 

TERRY FITZGERAL D 
AND HIS WIFE, WANDA 
BLAKE , THE EFFECTS OF 
SPAWN'S CRYPT/C 
VISITS ARE DISCUSSED 
IN HUSHED TONES. 


IT JUST 
DOESN'T ■ 
MAKE ANY i 
SENSE ^ ^ 

TO ME, NONE 
^ - OF THIS 


r I'VE GOT THE ENTIRE V,^ \ W\ 
CITY CHASING ME DOWN 
TRYING TO NAIL ME, RIGHT IN A 

THEN, JUST WHEN THE MIDDLE 

THEY'VE GOT ME... OF THEIR 

V R Al I'M FREE INTERROGATION 
X. Pnfrl* TO GO. SOMEONE 

WHISPERS SOME 

bESmCB thing in their 
...II IIn^ become a non- 


'-v^ HONEY, I NMt 
DON'T PRETEND 
W> TO KNOW WHAT ' 
i5S THIS IS ALL ABOUT, 
LA BUT IT SCARED 
• T- ME. ALL I COULD 
THINK OF WAS LOSING 
YOU. OF CYAN NOT 
l HAVING A DADDY. OF 
V YOU NOT SEEING j 
,k HER GROW UP A 


if COULDN'T 
\ BEAR 
I V THAT. 


I WAS 

SCARED, TOO, 
SWEETHEART, 
i STILL AM. 


TT SOMEONE 
f MESSED WITH A 
OUR LIVES. THEN, 
JUST LIKE THAT, 

its all called off. 

IT TAKES AN AWFUL 
LOT OF INFLUENCE 
TO DO SOME - 
V THING LIKE A 

N that. y\ 


THAT 

SCARES 

ME. 









Outside ; in the cold 

NIGHT AIR, OUR HERO 
PERCHES HIGH ABOVE 
HIS WIFE 'SS HOUSE . 


HIS LIFE IS 
SO TWISTED 
NOW, HE 
CAN'T MAKE 
SENSE OF (T. 


WHtL E HE S TARES A T THE L IGH T STREAMING 
FROM THE HOUSE THAT WAS ONCE H/S, 

AL SIMMONS REEL ECTS THAT H/S EXISTENCE 
IS CERTAINLY HAVING AN IMPACT- - AND 
THAT MOST OF IT 'S NEGATI VE. j 

HE'LL BE MORE CAREFUL IN THE v- 

FUTURE. HIS ACTIONS HAVE . . \ 

CAUSED HIS WIFE AND FRIEND X ,fci* 

TO SUFFER ORE A TL Y. Y 


SOUNDS FUNNY, HE THINKS, 

I HAVE A WIFE THAT'S MARRIED 
TO SOMEONE ELSE. 

HE'LL LAUGH ABOUT THAT V 

SOME OTHER TIME. 


FOR NOW, A 
DISASTER 
HAS BEEN 
AVERTED. 


AS THE FIRST OF 
THE RAIN BEGINS 
TO FALL, HE DOES 
ALLOW HIMSELF 
A SLIGHT SMIRK. 


HIS BLUFFS 
HAVE WORKED. 


’ HE'LL WORRY 
ABOUT EVERYTHING 
ELSE TOMORROW. 











...AND POLICE IN QUEENS STILL HAVE 
NO COMMENT ON THE DEATHS THERE 
OE TWO F.B.I. AGENTS LAST WEEK. 

IN NEW YORK'S BOWERY MEANWHILE, 
THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF GANG- 
RELATED COMBAT AGAINST A COSTUMED 
META-BEING. A MELEE INVOLVING POLICE 
DETECTIVES, A GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE, 
A TECHNO-AUGMENTED MERCENARY, 
AND THIS PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN HERO 
WAS OBSERVED BY LOCAL NEWS CREWS. 
BIOLUMINESCENT GRAPHlTTl WAS THEN 
DISCOVERED IDENTIFYING THE NEW- 
COMER AS "SPAWN." POLICE BELIEVE HE 
MAY BE LINKED WITH THE VIGILANTE 
MURDERS OF KNOWN CRIME LORDS 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, 


WELL, WELL. IF IT ISN'T RATINGS WAR TIME 
IN THE BROADCAST NEWS INDUSTRY, 
WHAT TIME IS IT? NEW YORK CITY, HQ TO 
RADIO AND TELEVISION AND THE HOME 
OF BROADWAY, HAS NOW PREMIERED A 
PERFORMANCE OF ANOTHER KIND. THE 
BIG APPLE IS NOW PLAYING HOST TO THE 
MOST OUTLANDISH SCENES OF CARNAGE 
THIS SIDE OF BOSNIA— IF YOU BELIEVE 
THE NEWS FOLKS. WHAT DO YOU GET 
WHEN YOU MIX CYBORG WARRIORS, THE 
F. B. I., THE C.I. A. AND THE COPS- PLUS 
A MAGICAL VIGILANTE-FIGHTING ALL 
OVER TOWN? DOUBLE DIGIT NIELSENS' 
AND THEY DISMISS /WYCHANNEL AS 
LOWBROW INFOTAINMENT! 


EITHER HELL HAS FROZEN OVER OR IT'S 
FINALLY MY TURN TO SEE SOME JUSTICE 
IN THIS WORLD. THERE'S NOW APPEARED 
A COSTUMED DO-GOODER /CAN BELIEVE 
IN. IF HE IS THE VI6ILANTE-AND HE'S 
DEFINITELY SHOWING ENOUGH BRASS- 
THEN GOD BLESS THIS SPAWN, WHO- 
EVER HE IS. WE'VE NEEDED SOMEONE TO 
STAND UP AND CLEAR OUR CITY OF ALL 
THE SMUG SELF-INTERESTED FILTH. MIX 
EQUAL DOSES OF MOB- BASHING AND 
GOVERNMENT-SMASHING AND YOU'VE 
GOT MY KIND OE HERO. SO, SPAWN, 
WHOEVER YOU ARE, WHATEVER YOU 
ARE, IF YOU CAN HEAR THIS. . . 




",„I M WITH 
YOU, BUDDY, 
ALL THE WAY! 


GATHERED AROUND A MAKESHIFT 
HEATER, THE SMALL GROUP OF 
DERELICTS ARE IN A RATHER 
FESTIVE MOOD. THEIR TERRITORY HAS 
BEEN UNMISTAKABLY MARKED. 


fN THE DANK RECESSES OF 
THE SPRAWLING CITY OF 
NEW YORK - SPECIFICALLY, 
THE BOWERY - THE NIGHT 
PEOPL E TEND TO THEIR 
RITUALS . rm — m ~ammm 


THE TAGGING IDENTIFIES THEIR 
RESIDENT MESSIAH- SPAWN. 


Y'KNOW, IT > 
ifiJJ GETS MY 
)''H GOAT THAT 
BROOKLYN LOST 
THE DODGERS. > 


1 


/^SIVE IT A ^ 
REST, WILBUR. 
IT'S BEEN OVER 
35 YEARS. THE 
DODGERS AIN'T 
l COMING BACK.. 


DIDN'T MIND 
THEM STINKIN' 

6 1 ANTS GCtN' JO 
'FFtSCO. THOUGH 


W I BET N 

YOU'RE STILL 
SORE ABOUT THE 
RED SOX SELLING 
BABE RUTH TO 
. THE YANKEES, 

V too. A 


I'Wr THAT 

BROKE MY 
HEART. A 


NOW 

DON'T GET 
ME GOIN' 

ON THAT 
. ONE/ . 


K DON'T'CHA ^ 
WORRY, WILBUR, I 
JUST HAD ME MY 
v FULL, IS ALL. . 


YES, ALL IS RIGHT IN THE 
ALLEYS AGAIN. NO 
POLICE HARASSMENT. 
NO F.8.I. RUNNING 
AROUND LIKE HYPER- 
ACTIVE CHILDREN. NO 
ONE FROM THE OUTSIDE 
IS BOTHERING THESE 
OUTCASTS, 


HEY PAUL, 
YOU AIN'T 
LEAVING US 
ARE YOU 7 


TIME TO > 
MAKE THE OLD 

BLADDER 
GLADDER f > 


I SWEAR- > 
HE PEES 
MORE THAN A 

pregnant 

. WOMAN. J 


THAT 

FELT 

C.OC3 





UNFORTUNATELY, THERE 
ARE DISSENTING FACTIONS 
ON THE INSIDE. 


HEY ^ A MOMENT 
GRANDPA.’ OF YOUR TIME, 
^ PLEASE / 


~ WE'VE BEEN ^ 
HEARING ABOUT WHAT 
A HOTSHOT YOUR 
SPAWNIE-GUY IS. SO 
ME AND THE HOYS 
WOULD LIKE TO SHARE, 
V SOMETHING... 4 


...HE'S 

NOTHIN’S 

Y'HEAR?J 


PAUL CATCHES SIGHT OF 
THE RUSTY BLADE OUT OF 
THE CORNER OF HtS EYE. 
HE WETS HIMSELF ON THE 
SPOT. h.»j« .» 


w WE DON'T ^ 
NEED HIS HELP. 
OUR BOSS CAN TAKE 
CARE OF HIMSELF-- 
s. BIG TIME. 


s SO YOU TELL ^ 
Y'OUR LITTLE HERO 
THAT IF IT'S A TURF 
WAR HE'S LOOKING 
FOR, THEN HE'S A 
PUSHING THE % 
V WRONG GUYS. J 


UMPFf 


r TELL HIM T 
TO MOVE BACK 
IS BLOCKS. 
AND IF HE 
l DON'T ... a 


"... IT'S GONNA 
GET BLOODY! 







ADMIT IT, TERRY, THINGS ARE 
WRONG. EVERYONE'S ACTING 
LIKE NOTHING HAPPENED. - 

no murdersTX 

NO MANHUNT. ) 

NO COPS. / 

NOTHING, i 


It's only his second da y 

BACK A7 THE OFFICE, BUT 
JERRY FITZGERALD THINKS HE 

might be rushing things. 

HIS HANDS ARE STILL NOT 
COMPLETELY HEALED, NOR 
ARE HIS CRACKED RIBS. ASA 
MATTER Of FACT, ALMOST 
ANY MOVE HE MAKES HURTS, 
AS A RESULT OF HIS RECENT 
RUN-IN WITH NEARLY EVERY 
POLICING ORGANIZATION 
IN EXISTENCE. * 


STILL, HE THOUGHT WORK 
MIGHT BE GOOD THERAPY 
WHIL E HE SORTED OUT EVENTS 
OF THE PAST FEW WEEKS. 


ONE MATTER FOR CONCERN 
HE HAD BEEN THREATENED 
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 
BY THOSE WITHIN HIS OWN 
AGENCY. WOULD HIS 
RETURN TO THE OFFICE BE 
MET WITH RES/STENCE ? 


J ON THE ^ 
f OTHER HAND, 
PEOPLE WON’T 
LOOK ME IN THE 
EYE. SOMEBODY 
IS BREATHING 
DOWN ON THEM, 
HEAVY. IT'S GOING 
, TO BE HARD TO 
OY SET ANY 

ANSWERS. * 


r but rvE 

' GOT TO KNOW 
WHY ALL OF THIS 
HAPPENED. 
fcTHEN I'LL- 1 


r HEY, N 
GOOD 
LOOKIN— 
NEED SOME 
. HELP? A 
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w trs time r ^ 

r PAID ATTENTION 
TO WHAT YOU DO FOR 
A LIVING. 1 WNT TO 
KNOW WHAT YOU 
l REALLY DO. A 
^ AND WHY. ^ 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
HERE? 


BUT I m 

THOUGHT..^ ^ 

— / 2 KfvJOW j 

V WANTED TO ™ 

f DISTANCE MYSELF AFTER 

I WHAT HAPPENED TO AL . I 

F GUESS 1 WAS HOPING THAT 

' H MY IGNORANCE WOULD 

PROTECT ME FROM ANOTHER 
HEARTACHE. AL'S DEATH 
TORE ME APART, BUT 
YOU HELPED ME A 
TH ROUGH THAT.^^B 

Y YOU'LL 

NEVER KNOW > n 

HOW MUCH L 11 "'S3 

t THAT MEANT 

k. TO ME. SO I'D LIKE ^ 
- TO HELP. PLEASE. ^ 
W I KNOW YOU'RE GOING 

I THROUGH A LOT. THERE 
f ARE QUESTIONS I'VE 

" GOT ABOUT WHAT JUST 

II v HAPPENED. I'D LIKE 

1 '-! V TO 5 EE IF WE CAN'T , 

ANSWER A FEW A 
TOGETHER. ^ 


WHAT 
I SHOULD 
HAVE 
DONE 
A LONG 
TIME 

L AGO. , 


I LOVE 
YOU, 
WANDA 


L KNOW 
YOU 
DO. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 









DRY ROTTING BOARDS SHATTER 
AFTER A QUICK FORCEFUL KICK . 
THIS DENIZEN OF THE SHADOW- 
LANDS IS ANXIOUS TO BRAG TO 
HIS LEADER. TELL HIM THAT HE'S 
DONE HIS DUTY. m 


ASA GRUNT IN 
'CHARL IE ' COMPAN Y 
IN VIETNAM, DAVID 
BREW! THRIVED. 
NOW, NEARLY TWO 
DECADES LATER , 

THE SHELL-SHOCKED 
VET CARRIES ON THE 
LIFESTYLE OF A 
WAR LONG OVER . 


r I ALSO 
MADE THREATS 
AND SLAPPED 

PROCEEDED INTO ' HIM UFA 
SECTOR 1 7, LIKE YOU SAID. BIT. a 

INFORMED THE ENEMY OF H'D=-«r'7; 
OUR STATUS AND REQUES- iv m 1^, 
TED THEIR IMMEDIATE 

k withdrawal. vRa WxWm 


THERE 
YOU ARE 


r THEY ^ 
SEEM VERY 
LOYAL TO THEIR 
COMMANDER. 
HE'S OBVIOUSLY 
GIVEN THEM A 
FALSE SENSE 
OF SECURITY. 


YOU'VE 

DONE 

WELL, 

DAVID. 









J A FEW 
MORE PIECES 
OF THE PUZZLE 
AND I'LL HAVE 
. ALL I NEED. 


W THEN, s 
■ I'LL BE ABLE 
TO BRING THAT 

&rp\6 

. GRAVANO 

L TO HIS _ a 


W^l'VE WAITED \ 
t LONG ENOUGH ! * 
SOON,., VERY 
SOON... I'M GOING 
TO NAIL THAT 
* MAFIA , / 


MS?/ 














NOT ■ 
OVERT KILL 


NOT 

SPAWN. 


GOING TO 
SAVE VITO.' 1 


r TELL THE 
” BOYS THAT 
AFTER THEY CLEAR 
SPAWN AND HIS 
GANG OFF MY TURF 
I WANT A 
MEETING WITH A 
THEIR SC-CALLED ' 
^ HERO... M 


I ...’CAUSE 1 
HE HAS * 
SOMETHING I 

NEED! * 









SO, INSTEAD OF 


RECAPTURING HIS PAST 
LIFE , HE'S MERELY BEEN 
AVOIDING IT, LOOKING 
TO SOL VE THE UNWANTED 
SITUATIONS THAT HAVE 


FOLLOWED HIM INTO 
THE ALLEYS. 


NOW, THAT HAS BACKFIRED, 


HE BROUGHT UNDUE HARM TO HIS 
WIFE THROUGH HIS OWN CARELESS 
ACTIONS. RATHER THAN BEING 
PROTECTED, SHE WAS ALMOST 
KILLED. * 


*S££ RSCFUT 
ISSUES- - TVm.- 


SPAWN, 

HE'S ACCEPTED THE NAME. 
OUT OF NECESSITY. 


HIS' NEW TITLE IS, FOR THE FIRST TIME, PUBLIC 
KNOWLEDGE. HE HAD TRIED TO AVOID CONTACT 
WITH THE 'REAL' WORLD, INSTEAD BIDING HIS TIME 
IN THE SHADOWS OF MANHATTAN'S BACKSTREETS. 

THAT DIDN'T WORK. 


ALL HE WANTED WAS TO SEE HIS 
WIFE. TO RETURN TO HIS ONE 
TRUE LOVE. INSTEAD, HE'S 
BEEN HUNTED. A DEAD 
MAN FROM HELL 
DOES NOT PASS 
UNNOTICED. 










i 



r IT' 4 } TiME a 
YOU LEARNED 
TO -50LVE 
YOUR OWN 
. PROBLEMS - 


50 HE VOWS TO 
REFOCUS. 


VET NOW, ASA 
MESSIAH AMONG 

the forgotten, 

HE’S BECOME A 
BEA CON OF HOPE 
IN THEIR DARKEST 
HOURS. ■■■ 


70 SORT OUT THIS 
ABOMINABLE 
EXCUSE FOR A 
LIFE. 


YOU'VE 
GOTTA 
HEAR 
„ THIS/ 


r BUT, 
YOU DON'T 
UNDER- 
. STAND / . 






/ you peopte > 

Ml! 

ALWAYS TURNING 

to Me fop help. 

w ell j cjon't 
t have the 

^ANSWggS. J 


J CAM'T 

solve 


^ TELL ^ 

whoever 

It IS I'M NOT 
INTERESTED. 


tour 

PROBLEMS 


JVE (5DT 
A pew op 
MY OWN . 


r DEAR ^ 
(?OD, AL ! 
WE DIDN’T 
ASK FOR THIS? 
THEY WANT 
YOU, NOT 
- US f A 


ENGULFED BY THE 
DARKNESS, HE 
L EAVES BEHIND AN 
INNOCENT, SOON 
TO BE A CANDIDATE 
FOR THE CROSSFIRE, 














r MY, ^ 
AREN'T WE 
IN A RATHER 
FESTIVE 
MOOD, 
SIR- A 


munch 

munch. 

munch 


TWITCH 


IT MUST BE 

W THE FACT THAT OUR \ 
PRIME SUSPECT ESCAPED 
FROM US. OR MAYBE IT'S 
THAT OUR FELLOW OFFICERS 
TRIED TO STEAL OUR CASE. 

^°A0' IT MUST BE THAT WE 
' VY HAVE NO SOLID 
u /EADS IN OUR SEARCH J 
FORTH! &SPAWN"^AE^ 

Qf v- ,! 

#* 1 ** nc ) 


• r h4^*A. 


AM I 
GETTING 
WARM, 
SIR? 


/ GOD, I V- 

^ LOVE YOUR V 
Sts SARCASM, £ 
A TWITCH .>C 

nope, U'L 

BUDDY. IT'S THIS 
FILE.* I'VE GOT 
INFO ON THAT BUGGER 
CHIEF BANKS THAT’LL 
v CRIPPLE HIM- < 


— AND 
THAT BRINGS 
A WARM SPOT 
TO MY HEART. 


* LAST ISSUE - Tm 


4 

fi 

% 









THE AIR BEQINS TO 
THICKEN AS THE 
EARLY MORNING 
HOURS PH SS AWAY, 


HE CAME HERE TO 
REST. TO THINK. 


IN HIS FORMER L IFE HE 
FOUGHT AND KILL ED 
FOR WHA T HE BEL IEVED 
IN. BUT THAT WAS 
ANOTHER AL SIMMONS , 
HE TELLS HIMSELF. 


■ 

& 

t 


1 


j3 


■ r 1 

Lb 1 



HE IS NOW SOME- 
THING DIFFERENT. 
SOMETHING DARK 
AND FOUL AND 
DISGUSTING. 


DEFEND HIS 
BELIEFS. 
ACT LIKE 

A MAN. 


AS HE STARES DOWN 
AT SCATTERED GROUPS 
OF HOMELESS PEOPLE. 
HE KNOWS THAT HIS 
MOMENTS OF FEELING 
HUMAN HA VE BECOME 
RARE. — « 


SO HE MUST 
SEIZE THOSE 
MOMENTS . 














STA NO AGAINST 
THOSE WHO 
WOULD OPPOSE 
HIM. t w 


IT'S A TURF WAR. 
PLAIN AND SIMPLE. 


ANSWERS TO 
HIS INQUIRIES 
COME EASILY. 


Jf VOlI 
\[ WANTEt? 

1 to 

k\ TALK? 


NOT 

EXACTLY/ 



















r You ^ 

WON'T HAVE 
TO PUSH 
the 010 (JUYS 
AROUND 
l ANYMORE. J 


HERE l AM 
DEMON. 


r IDIOT. * 
I DON'T CARE 
about youv? 

PEOPLE OR 
MINE.' ■ — 

. IT’S YOU I 1 

V. want; 


5 TELL ME • 
WHAT YOU KNOW 
ABOUT VITO G. 
AND WHY HE'S 
AFTER YOU t 
L. SO BAD- # 


* THAT MAN ^ 
r DOESN'T GET 
PERSONALLY 
I INVOLVED IN 
SOMEONE UNLESS 
THEY KNOW 
l ..THINGS THEY ( 
\ SHOULDN’T. A 


r WHAT 
THE HBUL 
DOES THAT 
HAVE TO VO 
WITH TH£ 

. Alleys?!. 


YOU WANT 
A FI6HT- 


M 







.’.WW_ ... T“ J 






heL 

m - . \w* 

•ui > w 'jVvqV* f ‘ p 
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r JlKT > 

mv people 

now A 


PROTECTING 
THEIR MASTER , 
CHAINS SNAP 
AND ENSNARE 
THE BEAST. 


NOW SPAWN 
USES HIS 
MILITARY SKILLS 
TO GAIN 
ADVANTAGE. 


THERE SHOULD 
BE NQ NEED TO 
DEPLETE HIS 

POWERS. 















f NEXT 
TIME- TOUR 
HE^O 

. WITH 

v me. > 


HOW 
DARE 
YOU? I 


SPAWN 
ASSUMED 
THE BEAST 
WOULDN'T 
BACK DOWN 


HE'D PLANTED HIMSELF 
IN FRONT OF A WEAKENED 
PART OF THE FLOORING , < 

CONCEALING THE CRACKS 
WITH HIS CAPE. 


A DEFT MOVE, 
AND THE 
CREATURE IS 
SWALLOWED BY 
THE COLLAPSING 
PLANKS. 









A 810- MECHANICAL 
APPENDAGE, EXTENDED 
TWO- FOLD, RETRACTS 
IN A BLINK, a 


W YOU LISTEN 
[ GOOD/ I'M 
GOING TO NAIL 
THAT PIG VITO- 
AND Y OU'PB 
L GOING TO 
V HELP! f* 


THE SCENE GOES QUIET 
BUT FOR SCURRYING 
RATS AND THE FLAPPING 
OF CRIMSON CLOTH. IT 
SEEMS THIS D/SPU TE 
HAS BEEN SETTL ED. 


1$ THAT ^ 

WHAT THIS 
1$ ABOUT" 
SOME PERSONAL 

. vence ttap a 


I DON'T 
CN& l 
YOU WANT 
GRAVANO, 

► Ftfte. a 


f BUT ^ 

WHAT'S 

with this 

TORE WAR 

TRAP? , 


- J • "'■-NXp'' - 

& 

! ^rfi H 


* * ^ ... 

ES 

¥1 


ini'll 

fM 

1 












" IT WASN'T LONG AGO THAT 
VITO FORCED ME TO BE HIS 
GUINEA PIG. HE WANTED THE 
PERFECT HITMAN. 


"1 WAS 
STUPID 
ENOUGH 
TO BE 
EMPLOYED 
BY HIM AT 
THE TIME. 


DIVERSION. 


"TO PROTECT THEM, 
1 AGREED TO THEIR 
HIGH-TECH BUTCHERY. 
THEY WANTED TO FUSE 
FLESH AND METAL. 




’’BUT SOMEONE 
SCREWED UP. 


“THE COMBINATION 
OF CHEMICALS, 
MICROSURGERY, WHO 
KNOWS WHAT SORT OF 
RADIATION AND ANTI- 
REJECTION DRUGS 
TRANSFORMED ME . 


VITO ^ 
IT AND HIS 
r CARTEL ARE 
f INTRIGUED BY 
YOU, SPAWN. 
THAT KIND OF 
V INTEREST CAN 
L GET YOU 
ft KILLED * 


I CAM 

UNPERSTAND 

WHY,,. 


YOU \ 
CALLED ME 
A DEMON. I 
COULD ONLY 
WISH, j 


xn. ' w> 

-i 

"THREATS TC 
1 FAMILY WEF 
\ MADE CASU, 

3 MY 1 
:e NOT [ 
ALLY. 








' % cam 
help you 
ju^t &\\/e 
ME AN 
. HOUf?- 


JUST TO 
PROTECT 
HIS ASS- 


WHY 

SHOULD 

I? 


r Uk? ■ ■ ^ 

MOW'D ^ 
YOU SNEAK UP 
WITHOUT MAKING 
A SOUND? 


’ NO. ▼'HE KILLED THEM 
YOU T SLAUGHTERED MY 
CAN'T. , WHOLE FAMILY, 


IT'S SOMETHING 
HE'S QUITE 
FAMILIAR WITH. 


;y> 




, "i. 




■ 


CW/? CLOAKED hero 
HEARS THE REST OF 
THE GRISLY DETAILS. 


.1 M rH/W H-VC 
ANGUISH. 


/ 




"36CAU^Ei 
UKE ME, 
YOU DOM'T 
HAVE A 
CHOICE." 


SHORTLY.. 


0 £Llgv£ 
YOU'LL 
FIND THiS 
USEFUL. 









It POESN'T 
MATTER . 


BUT Ti-tK 
MifiHT. 


FOR ALL HIS POWER, 

THIS CREATURE SEEMED 
AS TORTURED AS SPAWN 
HIMSELF... AND SEEMS AS 
WILLING TO GO TO ANY 
LENGTHS TO ACHIEVE 
HIS GOALS. 


w rr contains ^ 
EVERYTHING 1 ' 
HAVE ON VITO. I 
HAVEN'T RFAPIf ALL 
BUT THERE'? 
PLENTY IN HER£ 

L to BUM Hi? > 

V BALL?. / 


WHERE'D 
IT COME 
FROM? 


Y Hi? T 

r ACCOUNTANT.* ' 
VITO HAP HIM 
ELIMINATE?. VOU P 
BE POiNG 0OTH OF 
U5 A FAVOR IF 
YOU ? WATTE P 

V HIM HARP- J 


f THANKS, \ 
SPAWN. I'LL V 
GIVE YOU A 
LOWDOWN WHEN 
I I'M THROUGH 
k. WITH HIM. All 


I'LL ee 
AROUNP 


IS THIS CRAZED 
BEING FRIEND 
OR FOE... OR 
SOMETHING 

IN BETWEEN...' 


SPAWN 
PAUSES 
TO THINK. 
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u 


i 
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THEY CAN'T DO THAT 
^jP.f YOU STOP 

VAyS them: you 

y/ 2lf GET MY 

LITTLE GIRL J 
BACK / r 


V 


IF THE THOUGHT OF AN HONEST 
WAGE TO COVER HONEST EXPEN- 
SES SEEMS LIKE A SIGN OF 
STUNTED GROWTH... IF IT 
DOESN'T MATTER WHERE THE 
PROFIT COMES FROM, OR WHERE 
IT GOES... WATCH OUT! 


IT'S NOTH GOAL 
THAT PEOPLE 
CONSCIOUSLY SET 
FOR THEMSELVES, 

yet millions... 
BILLIONS... HAVE 
BEEN EMBRACED 
BY ITS SEDUCTIVE 
COILS. 


IT CAN HIDE BEHIND 
A VARIETY OF GUISES 


POWER . 
DESIRE. 
COMPETITION. 
JUSTIFICATION. 
SELF-INTEREST. 


IF YOUR 

MOTIVES 

AREN'T 

CLEAN. 

MONEY 

ITSELF 

BECOMES 

EVIL . 


BUT- WHEN WE 
DON'T HAVE 
ENOUGH MONEY, 
ENOUGH EVIL, THE 
WORLD TELLS US 
WE'RE LOSERS. SO, 
WHAT DETERMINES 
OUR PLACE IN 


•:-jkWj£3 |T«B l . !! 1 ’5 

l 

i 

m _ j 

1 


J" T" 


■ ' 




l 

H / ! 

mSF?. tm 1 
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r I'M SORRY, ^ 
MR. BARNETT, Sr j did EVERY- 
BUT THE JUDGE'S THING I COULD. 
DECISION HAS UNFORTUNATELY, 
ALREADY BEEN THE LAW ALLOWS 
HANDED , US NO FURTHER 
< DOWN. yV APPEALS. , 


*-J DON'T *— 

HAND ME THAT < 

’C jtf.// / / YOU'RE A 

■ Afr/f; lawyer, 

A, YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO 

§=|=a> HELP me ' r 

WHAT AM 
I PAYING i 
YOU FOR?' £T 


WS EOtf YOUR ^B 
r DAUGHTER , I KNOW 
THERE'S NOTHING I B 

c4v MK that will 1 

AMAf THIS ANY EASIER, \ 
BUT THE JUDGE FEELS f\ 
Ot// SHE'LL BE BETTER M 
OFF WITH FOSTER 
k PARENTS AS ^ 

PROVIDERS- I'M NOT 

MV7/V<5 
/T'5 FAIR.. 


w actually ^ 

r YOU'RE NOT, 
MR. BARNETT. 
I'M A PUBLIC 
DEFENDER. 
MY BILL 
ISN'T YOUR 
L RESPONSH 
L. 5/z/rr ^ 


, YOU x 

ask AAr/e 

ABOUT FAIR ' 
SHE WANTS TO 
STAY WITH ME. 

SHE WON'T 
V SO/ y 


/ WHAT 
KIMD OF 
COUNTRY 
SENDS A 
CHILD FROM 
H Eft DAD, 


T SHE ^ 
DOESN'T HAVE 
A CHOICE. 
NONE OF US DO 
I'LL SEE YOU 
TOMORROW 

L. wr rsv. 


■ v 'i n 

. • : M '• tJ 


>1 jJJpJ SB 

1 

1 i 1 





1~7 

! 



m 







WOULD YOU 
CARE TO SAY ANYTHING 
BEFORE I GIVE MY 
.RULING, MR. BARNETT? 


x PLEASE, X 
/ YOUR HONOR, \ 
f KATIE'S ALL I GOT. YOU 
CAN’T TAKE HER AWAY 
FROM ME, SHE'S ONLY 
FOURTEEN BUT SHE 
KNOWS SO MUCH, 
THIS WHOLE THING 
\ IS TEARING HER / 
X. TO PIECES . 


r SHE 
DESERVES 
BETTER 
THAN ALL 
. THIS 


I WOULD 
AGREE, MR 
BURNETT. 


AND DIFFICULT DELIBERA- 
TION, I'VE DECIDED TO 
REMOVE HER FROM YOUR 
CARE AND PUT HER IN A 
NEW SET OF CIRCUM- 
STANCES. THIS; I 
N BELIEVE, IS FOR HER . 
^ OWN GOOD. ^ 


NEW YORK STATE 
COURTHOUSE, 
STATEN ISLAND: 
THE NEXT DAY. 


I HAVE 
CONSIDERED 
THE FACT THAT 
KATE VALUES 
YOU AS HER 
FATHER, AND 
HER STATED WISH 
TO REMAIN A 
PART OF YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD. 


THIS 

DECISION 
HAS BEEN ONE 
OF THE TOUGHEST 
OF MY CAREER 


THAT IS WHY, 

TER A VERY LONG 


SINCE THE 
DEATH OF YOUR 
WIFE FIFTEEN MONTHS 
AGO, THE STATE HAS 
BEEN REVIEWING YOUR FILES. 
AT THE TIME OF KATE'S 
ADOPTION IN 1932, YOU 
AND YOUR WIFE WERE 
ABLE TO PROVIDE A 

UNFORTUNATELY, STABLE, SAFE 

THE UNTIMELY LOSS OF ENVIRONMENT, 

YOUR WIFE HAS REMOVED 
THE MOTHER FIGURE FROM THE 
CHILD'S LIFE. ADD TO THAT YOUR 
STEADY LACK OF EMPLOYMENT 
FOR OVER ELEVEN MONTHS AND 
YOUR CURRENT LIVING CONDI - 
TIONS. I FEEL I HAVE VO 
CHOICE BUT TO PLACE HER 
WITH FOSTER PARENTS WHO 
IF IN THE MIGHT BETTER PROVIDE 
COMING YEARS YOU FOR HER FUTURE 
CAN SHOW THIS COURT 
A LIVING SITUATION 
OONDUSIVE TO A YOUNG 
TEENAGER'S NEEDS, 

AN AUXILIARY APPEAL 
MAY BE FILED. 

DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


He understands, all r 
CARING AND TENDERNESS 
AFFORD TO PAY FOR A t 
[college EDUCATION . 

tcht. twelve YEARS of love 
MEAN NOTHING IF YOU CAN'T 


FRED BARNETT DOESN'T HAVE 


ENOUGH MONEY. ENOUGH BViL . i 





SOMEWHERE IN TIME 


HE DANCING FLAMES IN HEWS 
EIGHTH LEVEL ARE LACED 
WITH THE SCENT OF BILE AND 
OTHER ORGANIC MATTER. 
OVERSEEING THE UNIMAGIN- 
ABLE AREA, ITS SELF-IMPOSED 
RULER DOMINATES ALL. HE f$ 
THE MAL EBOL G/A , A DEVIL, 
ONE OF MANY WHO OCCUPY 
THE MYRIAD LAYERS WHICH 
COMPRISE THIS PLACE. 


IS ULTIMATE GOAL •• THE 
BUILDING OF ARMIES, 
CONSISTING OF LOST SOULS 
FROM THE VARIOUS DIMEN- 
SIONS. THEY WILL EVENTUALLY 
CARRY H/S STANDARD AGAINST 
HEAVEN, AT ARMAGEDDON . 


T THE FORE WILL BE HIS 
OFFICERS. THESE MOST 
EXCEL L ENT OF THE DAMNED , 
SINGL ED OUT FOR THEIR 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN COMBAT, 
WILL DRILL THEIR NIGHTMARISH 
TACTICS INTO THE TROOPS AT 
THEIR DISPOSAL . 


HESE ARE HIS ELITE. THESE 
ARE HIS HELL-SPAWN. 


ACH HAS A SPECIFIC DESTINY TO 
FULFILL, THOUGH NONE REALIZED 
IT AT THE TIME OF THEIR 
"RECRUITMENT. " 


T IS ONE SUCH SPAWN WHO IS 
NOW UNDER THE MALEBOLG/A'S 
WATCHFUL EYE - THE OFFICER-IN- 
TRAINING WHO'S NATIVE TO 
THE EARTH... THE ONE FORMERLY 
CALLED LT. COLONEL 
AL SIMMONS. 


“COME, MY PETS, LET ME 
AMUSE YOU WITH ANOTHER 
TALE, " HISSES WE MALEBOLG/A 
HE LEANS FORWARD, CHIN 
RESTING COYLY ON H/S HAND. 
HE CONTINUES, "THOUGH 
THEY ALL RESIST, THE HELL- 
SPAWN HAVE ALWAYS 
BECOME GREAT LEADERS FOR 
MY ARMY,., THOSE THAT 
SURVIVE THE TRAINING - THERE 
HAVE BEEN A FEW DISAPPOINT- 
MENTS- IT IS THEIR INTERNAL 
struggles BACK ON thejr 
HOME PLANETS WHICH 
INTRIGUE ME... THE HUNT, 

IF YOU WILL. " 


S HIS CRYPTIC DISSERTATION 
UNFOLDS, THE INHABITANTS, 
BOTH RESIDENT AND DAMNED, 
SHIFT CLOSER. THE MALEBOLG/A 
LEANS BACK AND SMILES. 


"LET ME UPDATE YOU ON OUR 
NEWEST SELECTION.., OUR 
NEWEST SPAWN. " 







'THK WHoie THrN(5 
1$ A80UT |Mg 
ANP v^ANPA. W 













Let'S see if they can 
COME UP WITH SOME 

better answers about 
what xve become , o 


Au J- KNOW IS THAT I 

Since r got these 

POWERS, WE BECOME 
Some frigGiN' : 
magnet for every- / 

BODY'S ANGER, rh 


PLUS, t SEEM TO B£ 
USWG THE CONFLICTS ^ 
AS A WAY OF AVOIDING 

having to face 

WANOA AGAIN. * **/k 


LIKE I'M 

STALLING 


YOU'RE NOT. 

YOU'RE 
ACQUIRING 
KNOWLEDGE- 
THOUGH YOU 
AREN'T AWARE 
t OF THAT. < 


* NOT SINCE 

issue THREE 

~ - “Taws ■ 


Jr 


v r%iA 

L J* 

iVV, 


feffco^ 

•zSJM s- w$W 

jBj 

3ft 4.!' 















SURELY, IT HASN'T ft 
BEEN SO LONG THAT I , 

YOU'VE FORGOTTEN $39 
YOUR FRIEND THE 
COUNT?* YOUR ^ 

LIFE HAS BECOME WOULDN'T 
SOMEWHAT > YOU 
COMPLICATED.v^VAGREEU > 


YOU'RE JUST NOT 
TRYING HARD ENOUGH 


MUCH AS I'M 
TEMPTED TO WRITE 
YOU OFF, YOU DO 
SHOW SOME SPARK 

SO, LET'S GO \ 
OVER WHAT YOU 1 
DO KNOW-- AND 
STOP ME IF ANY , 
OF THIS fS NEW / 

to you. <n 


How po ^ 

YOU KNOW 
SO fAUCH ABOUT 
MB'? WHAT TH£ 
HfLUARE YOU 
V ANYWAY? ./ 


A YOU'RE AL X' 
SIMMONS. YOU \ 
DIED, MADE A PACT \ 
WITH A DEVIL , NOT THE 
DEVIL, AND RETURNED 
TO EARTH . YOU HAVE 
POWER BEYOND BELIEF, 
A COSTUME MELDED 
WITH YOUR SKIN,,, AND 
A BODY MADE OF j 
400 POUNDS OF t 
Y NECROPLASM. 


YOU'VE FOUGHT DEMONS, DEVILS, 
ANGELS, CYBORGS-- THE PROVERBIAL 
NINE YARDS. BUT NONE OF THAT 
BOTHERS YOU BECAUSE YOU JUST 
WANT YOUR NORMAL LIFE BACK, a 


T I'M NOT ^ 
~ YOUR CONCERN. 
YOU TORTURE 
YOURSELF FOR 
ANSWERS THAT, 

. MOSTLY, YOU'VE 
Lbeen GIVEN, a 


WOULDN'T 
WE ALL, 


WHY? w BECAUSE XlT7 
^ THE DEVIL AO 

W CHOOSES ONLY 
W THOSE WHO HAVE A 

■ GREAT CAPACITY FOR EVIL, 

■ IT COMES FROM WITHIN-- 

•j SOMETHING YOU'RE BORN 
I WITH. THOUGH YOU DENY 
ft YOUR EVIL SIDE. THE DEVIL 
ft THINKS YOUR INNER 
ft. DARKNESS CAN BE J 
ft HARNESSED for /„ 
ft. HIS CAUSE. , 


ARMAGEDDON 


THE FINAL CLASH 
, BETWEEN HEAVEN AND ^ 
HELL . YOUR SIDE MUST BE ^ 

THOROUGHLY PREPARED FOR THE ^ 
WAR . FOR COUNTLESS YEARS THE ft 
MALEBOLGIA HAS BEEN GATHERING j 
SOULS FOR HIS ARMY. ONE DAY, I 
THE COMMAND WILL BE GfVEN J 

And the forces of dark- A 

L NESS WILL BEGIN THEIR A 
ft^ ASSAULT ON THE GATES 
OF HEAVEN. _ 

THOSE , ^ 
W AL, WILL BE 
| THE TRUE 

ftjUDGM.ENT. , 


WHICH 

l4? 
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HE MONOLOGUE CONTINUES. 


^THOUGH MY HELL- SPAWN 
ARE PERMANENTLY 

ensnared, they continue 

TO TEST THE BOUN DRIES OF 
THEIR CAGE/ HISSES THE 
BLOATED TYRANT. "THEY 
WILL SCURRY AROUND, AT 
FIRST HOPING. DREAMING 
THAT THERE IS A WAY OUT... 
BUT THERE IS NONE. THEY 
HAVE TWO CHOICES ONLY: 
ACQUIRE THE TROOPS AND 
INSPIRE THE LOYALTY 

Afforded a first- rate 

OFFICER, OR PERISH... AND 
THEN ANSWER ETERNALLY 
FOR FRUSTRATING ME IN 
THE PURSUIT OF MY GOALS. 


"LET'S SEE HOWOUR DEAR 
AL SIMMONS DEALS WITH 
HIS SITUATION. " 


X, 


. EANING BACKWARDS, THE 
MALEBOLGSA PUSHES HIS 
FEET FURTHER INTO THE 
SEARING FLAMES ■ NEARER 
CLIMB THE LESSER SPAWN, 
ANXIOUS TO L EARN WHY IT 
WAS SIMMONS PICKED FROM 

Among the multitude of 

DESERVING DAMNED - 


"Ak. I SEE THAT YOU TOO 
ARE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS," 
CACKL ES THE MALEBOLGSA ■ 
"HOW IRONIC THAT AS 
SIMMONS TORTURE5 HIM- 
SELF, CASTING ABOUT FOR 
ANSWERS, YOU, HIS FUTURE 
TROOPS, ARE CURIOUS ABOUT 
THOSE SAME QUESTIONS. 



" WHY HIM? WHY 
A L SIMMONS? 


SMILE CROSSES HIS 
CRACKED LIPS. THE STORY- 
TELLER REL ISHES THE 
ADORATION OF THE RAPT, 
IF CAPTIVE, AUDIENCE. 


"LET ME TELL YOU WHAT 
MAKES A TRUE HELL-SPAWN." 





'so cm Just ' 

A pur PST. THAT*; 
^Ft-YOUFAGiNG. 


ft TEST. ONE OF 

MANY YOU ^ 
W MUST PASS TO 

¥ fulfill your destiny. 

THE DEVILS, BY NATURE, 
ft ARE TRICKSTERS. THEY 
ft THRIVE ON BENDING 
ft THE RULES OF EVERY 
GAME THEY PLAY.J^ 

YOU WANTED 
W BACK TO EARTH. HE ^ 
¥ GAVE YOU THAT. ^ 
F UNFORTUNATELY, HAVING 1 
’ NEVER BEEN DEAD BEFORE, 1 
YOU WEREN'T AWARE OF 1 
YOUR RIGHTS. SINCE YOU 
DIDN'T SPECIFY ANY CONDI- , 
, TIONS WITH YOUR REQUEST, J 
i THE MALEBOLGIA A 

ft GRANTED YOU THE M 
ft TIME TO SEE YOUR A 
ft WIFE. THAT'S A 

K. all. .A 


TUiNG 5 j 

r i0 <(MPLE WHEN 

WAS alive, j FonoyvepV ^ at N j rhA i^ 

ORDERS. KILLED WHO U Ze,.st A 

THE GOVERNMENT TOLP Inf? • 

ME- AND COLLECTED A I DON'T HAVE A 
ftSTEAPY PAYCHECK- HOME OR A WIPE 

-T to 60 BACK TO, AND 

ALL I SEEM TO DO 
: ft\ ! 6 HSHT SOMEONE 

ft n\ ELSE'* 6 AfTL E 5 . y 


NO ONE 
SAID BEING 
DEAD WAS 
GOING TO 
BE EASY, 
l AL, ^ 


/YAlN'T THAT ^ 
THE TRUTH. TELL 
ME SOMETHING, 
COUNT, WHY PUT 
ME tN THE FUTURE. 
FIVE YEARS. WHAT'S 
v THE POINT? > 


X HE GAVE 
YOU ONE THING. ^ 
EVERYTHING ELSE \ 
WAS HIS TO > 

DETERMINE. A PRETTY/ 
.SOUR TRADE, / 
\I'D SAY. 

" y BUT DONtN 
_ * > J FEEL BAD. 

THERE 'VE SEEN 
ft PLENTY OF 
-»V OTHERS, a 










[ YOU'RE 

‘not the 

ONLY ONE 
THAT 
SUFFERS. 


got a minute? 

I NEED YOU TA 
.MEET A FRIEND, 


^ I TOLD ^ 
HIM YOU COULD 
HELP. Y'KNOW, DO 
SOME OF YOUR 

v MAG/C. A 


I KNOW WE'VE NEVER^sj 
r MET FORMALLY, BUT 1 LIVE ^ 
AROUND HERE TOO... SEEN ALL 
THE CRAZY STUFF THAT'S BEEN 
HAPPENING. WELL ANYWAYS, THIS 
HERE IS FRED BARNETT, AN OLD 
PAL FROM ‘WAY BACK. HE'S GOT 
A BIT OF A PROBLEM. 

^ DOESN'T KNOW WHAT TO DO. V 


r WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
t A POUT? ^ 


SO I TOLD HIM 
YOU COULD POSSIBLY 
HELP. GIVE HIM THE 
. SCOOP, FREDDY. . 


EVENING 

SIR, 




/ YES': EKDAY 
W THE COURTS TOOK \ 1 
MY DAUGHTER AWAY 
FROM ME. AFTER TWELVE 

years they just took my p~olt — 

BABY FROM"! ME. THEY 1 - : ^C7 

SAY I'M NOT FfT TO AND A 
L BE A PARENT ANY IT'S ALL 
Bbw LONGER. _ BECAUSE OF 

MONEY. 


Y THE JUDGE ^ 
T SAYS I'VE GOT 

TO PROVIDE 
BETTER . GIVE 
HER MORE THINGS. 
THEN I CAN HAVE 
l MY LITTLE KATIE 
k. BACK . A 












/ PLEASE, 

7 SIR. I DON'T > 
HAVE' ANYWHERE 
ELSE TO GO. NO 

one wants to 

HELP. THEY SAY 
THEIR HANDS 

L ARE ALL / 

TIED. X 1 


^ I'M HERE TO \ 

r stop anyone facts, y 
HASHING those on 

MY TURF" ESPECIALLY 
ANYONE WHO'S AFTER 
ME. I PROTECT THE 

folks within my . 

ARE A -- Not those J 

v PPOiV OUTS I eg , /|e 


/ ERtK, HEREWV 
' SAID YOU'VE BEEN A 
HELPING FOLKS OUT 
SINCE YOU ARRIVED. 
ME SAYS YOU PROTECT 
THE POOR. WELL, 

I'M TELLING YOU 1 
LOST MY LITTLE 
v GIRL BECAUSE A 
.V I’M POOR. W? 


sorry; 

FRED. : 
THOUGHT 
HE WAS 
SOMEONE 
A/HO GAVE 
A DAMN . 


WHAT 

WILL t DO 

NOW? 


are 

YOU GUYS 

mmi 

'i'M NOT SOME" 
WALKING PANK 
MACHINE i IP I 


/ 


OULU MAKE MONEY» 
I SURE WOULDN'T 
m LIKING IN THE 
ALLEYS' GRAB A 
aue, GUYS.',' 









YOU SHOULDN'T BE SO HARSH. 
THEY SEE YOU AS A SAVIOR. EVERY 
. ONE ELSE THINKS YOU'RE EVIL 


r THEY'Rg S 6 TTI NG TOO <MCKY 
SOME OF THE GUYS THWK t'LL 
TAKE CAPE Of fYZfUWitiO. 
v “G ood oi' AL-'HE LL 

FIX IT'" ^ 


OBVIOUSLY, I'M 
GIVING THEM A 
FALSE SENSE 
wOF SECURITY, j 


r NO. YOU'VE 
GIVEN THEM 
HOPE. ITS 
SOMETHING 
MOST OF THEM 
v HAD LOST. 







POWER!- SCREECHES THE 
MALEBOUSIA, “IT BOTH 
MOTIVATE 5 AMP ENABLES 
THE TRULY CHOSEN. THE 
SPAWN IS BEING HUNTED 
BY EVERY AGENCY IMAGIN- 
ABLE, AND THE ONLY THING 
THAT CAN SAVE HIM IS HIS 
IN FERN ALLY- INSPIRED 
POWERS 


"I TRANSFORM THE 
RECRUITS INTO CREATURES 
OF MAGIC. EVENTUALLY 
THEY LEARN THAT THEIR 
INNER POOL OF ENERGY 
WILL ONE DAY BE DRAINED - 
IT IS THEN THAT THE 
TRAINING BEGINS IN EARNEST 


"THEIR REBIRTH PLACES 
THEM AT A FOUR-WAY 
CROSSROAD. 


“THEY CAN DO NOTHING... 
LOCK THEMSELVES AWAY 
FROM THEIR SURROUND- 
INGS.,. WHICH TURNS THEIR 
HEARTSCOLD. IN TIME, 
VERY GRADUALLY, THEIR 
ENERGIES ARE SPENT 
ANYWAY. 


“THEY CAN CONVINCE THEM- 
SELVES THEY'RE HERO/C, 
WHILE UNWITTINGLY ACTING 
ON THE IMPULSES WHICH 
DAMNED THEM IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. THEY WILL SINGLE 
OUT AND PUNISH THE EVIL 
ONES AROUND THEM... EVIL 
SOULS WHICH THEN ARE 
MINE. 


“THEY MAY CHOOSE THE 
PATH OF DARKNESS, 
AGGRESSIVELY DISPATCHING 
THOSE MOST VENAL AND 
VICIOUS, WHO’VE EARNED 
THEIR PLACE HERE- 


"OR THEY MAY DESPAIR, 

And perish through 
carelessness or design. 


"IN ANY CASE, THE SPAWN 

will return to me, either 

AS VALUED OFFICERS... 

OR AS A SOURCE OF 
NOURISHMENT FOR MY 
HUNGRY ARMIES/" 

:/hE SUB-OVERLORD CASTS A 
SPASTIC ARM FORWARD. IT'S 
A GESTURE OF TRIUMPH. 






W YOU'RE 
~ A MARKED 1 

MAN, Al. ANY- 
THING MAY HAPPEN 
AT ANYTIME. IN 
FACT, YOUR NEXT 
' ENCOUNTER' IS 

JUST A FEW i 

L SECONDS A 
X AWAY. jM 


r WHAT 
APE YOU 
TELLING 
t ME? 


W WATCH N/ 
' VERY CARE- A 
FULLY. LOOK, 
LISTEN AND 
LEARN. THINGS 
MAY NOT ALWAYS 
t BE AS THEY A 
\ 5EEM. A 


/ JUST ^»; 
r BEWARE. THERE > 
ARE AN INFINITE 
NUMBER OF FORCES 
IN OUR REALITY 
AND EACH HAS AN 
AGENDA IT 
l WISHES TO 
^ FULFILL 


s MeAHiHG/X 

VQ BfTTeR 
GET USEPToALL 
THK (TRAP YAU# 
IT’S HERE TO 
V tTAY? V 


r WHAT' RE 

YOU 

JABBERING 
k about? . 


Suddenly he's 

GONE, VANISHED 
IN A GLOWING, 
PRISMA TIC PL UME. 
FROM THE COLOR 
OP ITS SPARKLES, 
COUNT NICHOLAS 
COGLIOSTRO 
KNOWS IT’S BEEN 
SENT FROM ABOVE. 


THE LAYERS OF 


HEAVEN ARE JUST 
AS MULTITUDINOUS 
AS THOSE OF 
HELL, AFTER ALL. 


NOT 

EXACTLY. 


LEARN 

MY 

FRIEND. 











r CALL ME > 
GABRIELLE, 
MR. SIMMONS, 
IF I MIGHT HAVE 
A MOMENT OF 
YOUR TIME, I 
REALLY WOULD 
LIKE TO TALK 
V TO YOU. v 


r MR, 
SIMMONS 
MIGHT WE 
TALK? 


J PON' T 
HAVE 
TIME TO 
. TALK- 


Ok, YES > 
YOU DO 
THOUGH 
IT MAY NOT 
APPEAR 
TH AT WAY. . 


W NOTHING X 
CAN HARM US N 
IN HERE, AND WE'RE 
NOW OUTSIDE OF 
TIME AS IT'S 
. USUALLY J 

Xperceived.^ 

^ WINE° \. , 
THEY HAVE Vfe 
A FINE CHILLED V' 
CHABLIS 1 CAN I 
PERSONALLY / 

. RECOMMEND, j / 


r THIS. ^ 
MY LipE. 
EVERYTHING'S 

so screwep 

v UP, > 


r NONSENSE. ^ 
BUT SIT DOWN, 
SIT DOWN, YOU'RE 
MAKING ME 
v NERVOUS. j 




i 


1 

L f._ j 


; 

i * A 


ua 














IT f 5 A \ 
* DIMENSIONAL 
UMBRELLA, YOU'RE 
STILL IN NEW YORK, 
BUT WE'RE ALSO 
SITTING IN THE 
GROUNDS OF A 
SMALL INN IN 
Y THE LOIRE / 

X VALLEY- / 


WHAT 
14 THIS 
PLACf? 


r SOMETHING ^ 
TO EAT? THE 
CREPES SUZETTES 
HERE ARE QUITE 
OUT OF THIS 
X WORLD. > 


I'VE ORDERED SOME STRAW- 
BERRIES FOR MYSELF. EVEN 
. ANGELS WATCH THEIR 
> WAIST- LIN ES,^-" 

W~ r^- -<3J 

I WOULDN'T GO SO 
/ FAR AS TO CALL IT A KID 
1 NAPPING, MR. SIMMONS. 
J,A MORE OF AN 
W oV INTERMISSION 


r THIS IS A 
600V- FIRST 

wine jve 

HAD NCg 
Vi Piet?-, a 




#'M NOT HUrAJKf. 
WMV HAVE YOU 
KIDNAPPED ME? 


DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
HER? 



THAT'S OUR GIRL. ALL THE 
SUBTLETY OF A SHERMAN 
TANK. HER NAME’S 
ANGELA. SHE HUNTS 
THINGS. PARTICULARLY 

THINGS LIKE 

YOU . 

7 / 1 1 WHy'? 11 


► SURE. <Hg CAME 
AT M6 OUT of 
NOWHERE, MONTHS 
l &6Ci ANP TiZlfD 

^ro kill Mg,„^ 


f WHY NOT? X 
SHE'S AN A 

angel, you're 

A CREATURE OF 
HELL. SHE 
PROBABLY 
WANTED TO 
HANG YOUR 
HEAD ON HER 
TROPHY ROOM , 
k W'ALL . / 




her? 











f SO ANGELA 
DEFINITELY 
LEFT THE LANCE 
BEHIND HER 
. WHEN SHE 
V FLED? ^ 


AMP 

vou'Pe 
AN ANiSeL 
TOO? 




YOU AND 
I ARE ON 
OPPOSITE SIDES, 

MR. SIMMONS. THIS 
MEETING IS SIMPLY TO 

allow us to 

/ \ EXCHANGE SOME 
7 "- A ‘ INFORMATION. 

YOU SEE 
THE LANCE THAT 
ANGELA'S HOLDING “ 
IN THAT 
PICTURE? 

6 • ■>& 

S'* h — 1 r* 

VfcytM' v- 


tyr 

H 


IT DID MERC! 

NOTHING OF BEAUCOUP 
THE SORT. PIERRE. 

STRAWBERRY, 

MR. SIMMONS^/i' 
IT MERELY V NO? 
REDEFINED YOU 
BRIEFLY IN TERMS OF LEVELS 

OF reality, quite how you 

GOT BACK IS A PUZZLE TO ALL 
OF US. YOU MUST HAVE 
SOME VERY POWERFUL 
FRIENDS. 


L ’?. 


ATTA C\C$o He 
WiTK IT" LATER J TOUCKfP 
ONE Of TM6 BUTTONS OfJ 
THE SIPS- Blew M£ INTO 
THE PAfWESf 5 ORTA DREAM, 
J'VE EVER HAP. 



DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHERE IT IS NOW? „ 


r ilk.. NO. 
IT WASN'T IN 

the alley 

WHEN J (3oT 
. BA OK. , 


U PITY. WELL, > 
■ THANK YOU FOR 
/ALL YOUR HELP, 
MR. SIMMONS. 
YOU'VE BEEN VERY 
v HELPFUL. ✓ 


” AND MR. SIMMONS 5 
WAR IS COMING. 

SOONER OR LATER YOU'RE 
GOING TO HAVE TO > 
CHOOSE SIDES, : 


A I CAN'T X 
SEE THAT BITCH \ 
ANGELA WRIGGLING ] 

HER WAY OUT OF / 

V THIS ONE. 

DON'T > 
7 WORRY ABOUT 
/ THE CHECK, IT'S 
ALL TAKEN CARE 
V OF. YOU'VE 
\ BEEN VERY 
V HELPFUL. > 


r AND 
YOU DON'T 
WANT TO GET 

caught 

IN THE 

middle... 


DO 

YOU? 


HELL ON EARTH AND >< 
H EAVEN ON EARTH ARE 
GOING TO BE EQUALLY 
AS INHOSPITABLE TO 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
CURRENTLY INHABIT 
EARTH ON EARTH, IF . 
YOU FOL LOW M E . _j/i 





r HOW OO 

you Know 

. ALL THi4?! 


ARE YbiJ 

some kwpa 


HEAVEN, 

ACTUALLY. 


V W tvf-T 

NOT VERY 
LIKELY. 


^THOUGH' 
NOT THE 
ONE YOU 
OR I WERE 
TAUGHT 
V ABOUT. . 


f what > 

ABOUT THESE 
AH&etS THAT 

seeiM to Keep 

POPPING 
^ UP?* 


/ I'M JUST X 
A MAN, MUCH 
LIKE YOURSELF. 
BEEN THROUGH A 
FEW WARS, TOO. 
THOUGHT I WAS A 
BIG SHOT, COULD 
V BEAT ANYONE . / 


1 WAS 

WRONG 


THEY WON. ^ 
T NOT COMPLETELY, > 
BUT FNOUGH TO ' 
NEUTRALIZE MY 
EFFORTS, NOW, I’M NOT 
ALONE IN LOOKING TO 
HE WHO MAY BE THE 
ONE TO STAND UPTO 
V THESE MANY FACTIONS 
X AND WIN. ^ — 


AND BE LIE YE ME , X 
AL, THIS DEFINITELY IS ] 
. ABOUT WINNING. V 


f MORC TO COIUE IN THE 
ANSE1A MIN1-S5BI6S--W 


"vYeLL" WHEN You PO, 
CALL Mg. I NEED A 
BREAK FROM ALLTHi* 
wSgg YA AROUND - - 


r THEY HAVE > 
A NEED FOR 
YOU, TOO- BUT 
I CAN'T PUT MY 
FINGER ON 
WHAT IT MAY 


THEY KEEP ^ 
SMALL PIECES 
OF IT IN 
DIFFERENT TIME 
. CONTINUUMS. . 


wmrfj, 


• I l * 

/yP 


j ft 

1 1 i 



WmH 

WL Wfr 

■B 






III 






"YESi 


" EVEN IS OUT 

TO GET OUR SUMMONS- 
SPAWN! NOW HE IS 

l-Y* DIS- 
ORIENTED, GROPING FOR 
ANSWERS. GOOD. BAD. 
UP. DOWN. HE DOESN'T 
KNOW 
TURN! 


IKE A BAD COMEDIAN, 

THE MALEBCLGtA LAUGHS 
AT HfS OWN RHETORIC. 
TENSING UNEXPECTEDLY, 

HE SQUISHES THE 
UNLUCKY LISTENER PERCHED 
IN HIS CALLOUSED HAND. 


"SOON, VERY SOON, HE 
WILL FIND HIS ANSWER . 
WHEN HE DOES , IT WILL 
CONSUME HIM , AS IT 
HAS THE OTHERS 
BEFORE HIM. 





"IT'S YOUR CALLING. . v 
IT'S IN YOUR BLOOD: 


" HOW I DO ENJOY 
THIS GAME ' " 






TWO NIGHTS LATER 


r THAT X 
f RIPPLE 
A BIT 
POWERFUL 
. FOB YOU, 
V AL? j 


r j'M finally 
OUT OFMYMOOP 
SWf NGANP NOW 
YOU WANT TO 
RAIN ON MY 
X PARAPE -> 


1 TAKE 
iTEASY 
COUNT.' 


FOR THE WWLs 
MOMENT, I B YU 
T FEEL 

fi\,Wi -ALMOST 


fy^ HEY FELLASXn^ 
r P‘D I TELL YOU \ 
THAT YOUR GREAT AND 
POWERFUL LEADER GoT 
SUCKGRg 9 0Y SOME FAT 
LITTLE SLUre-ANP'PlCE 
V CLOWN/ A FEW > 
OSwWEEKA SACK ? 


/VpPf I GAYE THE^^WB 
WT ' RUNT A PoRTi ■— 

OF MY ENERGY * 50 '? HeV^THEN, THE 
COULP SW.eF Rip Hi-; LITTLE GUY CAME 
SROTH 6 B 5 APART. UN' SACK TD GlV £ ME 

Fortunately, it l eft what he-p taken ! 

ME EATiNG PUST CAN YOU IMAGINE... 
VfOP A DAY. ** ffllflp* ■**, M( ... 

> : JPf $ pgfAQfj 

\ KfePJNG HI? WORD 

PY RETURNING? , 


F-.0UT NoteeforeN 

HE LAiP A GOOp 
SHELLACKING To MY 
HEAP.,. sW«- A*»i**e 
l AM T AWESOME, . 

x or what?/ y 


/YWX> 


* VIOLATOR *3 - W 






J 





r 

HO ONE '6 

LAUGHING 
WHAT'S THE 

KfHO&lft*? 


r W^O 
THE 
HELL IS 
FREP? 


YOU DON'T \ .:_■ 
REMEMBER? J. ‘ r 

//£*£/> 

7 MAY5E 
: [ THIS'LL 
A REFRESH YOUR 
Lh\ MEMORY/ , 


f YOU COULD'VE ^ 
HELPED HIM. DONE 
^ SOUTHING, ^ 


r I'M NO’P 

OOtNu To 

help no 

0LL/£-FACet? 
of- a 


I'M 

TALKING 
ABOUT MY 
FRIEND 
FRED, 


STUNNED BY THE NEWS: 
SPAWN SHRINKS AWAY 
FROM THE 31 ARE OF 
ACCUSING EYES,,. 


r HOW ^ 
□ YOU FEEL 
NOW.. i 

HERO , > 


r FOR&ET JTO 
NEVER M/W. 
HE WAS FROM 
THE OUTSIDE \ 
HE DIDN'T 
V COUNT. J 


THAT'S 
IT. RUN 
AWAY, \ YOU 
LOSER . 


Ill'll ) JF 



'.Mi 'll 1 \ l/i 


f -H 

ir*r 


r v L 

iiii i 

ILu V 


■ 1 'l 





yap 







-n 

V ! 













faytt ft 0 * tttyv 


sA 


OME WHERE IN TIME, 


w 


& 



K^/ENS OF MILLIONS OF 
TWISTED SOULS HOWL 
WITH LAUGHTER. 


HjUfe, 


HA\m 



H^w fan* 


k€ k& 


•Jj,OUDESl AMONG THEM IS 
THEIR STORYTELL ER. IT 
WILL BE SOME CONSIDER- 
ABLE TIME BEFORE THE 
MANIACAL SOUNDS DIE 
DOWN. 







LOST IN THE MOST 
OBSCURE SHADOWS 
OF A DECAYING CITY 
WALKS A DEA D MAN . 


TONIGHT, FOR THE 
FIRST TIME SINCE HIS 
RETURN, HE FEELS 
DEAD. 



J 


'fZk 

















